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BLUNSDON VILLAGE SHOP 

 

‘Autumn ……..the year’s last, loveliest smile’                                                                                                                     
William Cullen Bryant 

Well, our blissful hot summer is over, and the colours of autumn are all around 
for us to enjoy. With a nip in the air I now yearn for different foods – soups, 
stews, crusty bread and delicious cake. 

Your village shop is on hand. 

Have you tried out fresh bread yet? A variety of different breads are 
delivered Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Delicious with soup, for 
sandwiches or toasted.  

But a warning! We sell out quickly. 

For that toasted bread you’ll need a nice pot of jam or honey. See our range of 
Blunsdon preserves in the shop. 

Home-made cakes are in the shop on Thursday afternoons – a terrific range of 
temptation. Or, if you have been watching too much of the Great British Bake 
Off, we sell the ingredients for home baking with fresh eggs that often arrive 
still warm. 

Making a stew! Look at our range of meats from Andrew’s Butchers in 
Highworth. Their sausages are sooooo good for a sausage casserole. 

We also sell newspapers, stamps, batteries and general groceries. 

SO DON’T FORGET! 

 

 

 

STOP PRESS – Blunsdon Calendars now on sale. 
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Swindon Scouts can deliver your Christmas cards in Swindon and surrounding 
villages for just 30p each.  Scout Christmas stamps will be for sale in the village shop 
from 10th November.  Cards must be posted in the special green Scout Post Boxes 
and ours will be in the village shop until 4pm Tuesday 11th December.  

This is one of our major fundraising events and one that all our members, from little 
Beavers to big Scouts, can get involved in so thank you for your support.

      

Here are just a few activities that our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts have had fun doing 
– it’s been a busy year!  We’ve all been on hikes, cycle rides and enjoyed water 
activities, including kayaking, canoeing and paddle boarding.  All sections have 
enjoyed fire lighting, cooking and camping (indoors for our Beaver Scouts).  We’ve 
helped take care of our village with litter picks and will again be clearing the leaves 
from around the church ahead of the Remembrance Service.  We’ve joined in with 
local and national events such as the Scout Strategy camp, Cub District orienteering 
and the Beaver & Cub funday.  The Beaver Scouts have visited Stratton Fire Station, 
Cubs have made bird boxes and giant pencils and the Scouts have been caving and 
air-rifle shooting. 

Do you or someone you know have a hobby or interest that our Scouts could be 
introduced to – anything from motorbike maintenance, model railways, managing an 
allotment, electronics, computer programming, longwave radio, a farm visit to drive a 
combine harvester – absolutely anything!  Do you or someone you know, know of 

• Scout Christmas stamps for sale 
in the village shop from 10th 
November – only 30p each 

• Special green post box in village 
shop from 23rd November 

• Last time for posting 4pm 
Tuesday 11th December 

1st Blunsdon Scout Group – 
Scouts’ Christmas Post 
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any volunteering opportunities for our Scouts – repairing a football pitch, serving tea 
at a care home, chopping wood and making a wood pile for instance?  If so, please 
get in touch with Mark Tredgett, Scout Leader (mail@marktredgett.plus.com) and get 
involved with Scouting in the community. 

Our Group is still at capacity with 80+ young people but if you would like your son or 
daughter added to our waiting list, please email as early as possible: 

• Beaver Scouts (6-8 years) Alison Iles, Beaver Scout Leader alison.iles3@gmail.com 

• Cub Scouts (8-10½ years) Peter Kyle, Cub Scout Leader peter.kyle1964@gmail.com 

• Scouts (10½-14 years) Mark Tredgett, Scout Leader mail@marktredgett.plus.com 

       Steve Iles, Group Scout Leader, 07885 188079, iles.swindon@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:iles.swindon@tiscali.co.uk
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To commemorate the centenary of the 
Armistice on Sunday 11th November, we would 
like to invite both adults and children to sing a 
song for peace during the 10 am Remembrance 
Service in St Leonard’s Church.  The song chosen 
is “There is Peace” by Jim Papoulis. 

This beautiful piece can be found on the internet if you would like to hear it.  
No music reading or previous choral training is needed, and all singers are 
welcome! Children in the choir at St Leonard’s Primary Academy are already 
learning the song with Alison. 

Rehearsals will take place on November 9th at 6 -7 pm in the church and also 
10th at 9.30 – 10.00 am. Finally, we plan a quick run through at 9.30 -9.45 on 
11th to make sure everyone is confident.  

Please get in touch if you would like any further details, either through the 
Broadcast Blunsdon page on Facebook or by calling Hilary on 700832 (please 
leave a message if I am out!).  Let’s remember all we owe to those who gave so 
much and celebrate peace in our lives today.   

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

St Leonard’s Church in Blunsdon has been granted permission by the Bristol 
Diocese to replace some of its pews with more flexible seating. 

As you may have seen, we have already purchased some comfortable upholstered 
chairs and are now able to buy more of these. 

Our recent barn dance or last year’s 50 birthday celebration have shown what a 
great space our church can provide when furniture is cleared away! 

There is a selection of pews for sale and if anyone is interested in purchasing one, 
please contact Paul Medlock on 07725 443350. 

There is a range of sizes available. Some of the longer ones could be cut down to 
suit. 

Some people have already expressed an interest. Don’t worry we have your names 
on a list! 

Lastly, pews will be available to take away after Christmas. 

Written on behalf of St Leonard’s PCC 
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The Children’s Society has been holding Christingle services for many years 
and this year marks the 50th anniversary of this annual fundraising event. 

 
CHRISTINGLE 

St Leonard’s Church in Blunsdon will be holding their CHRISTINGLE service on 
Sunday 2nd December at 4pm. 

Please come along and help us celebrate 50 years of Christingle, and don’t 
forget your collection candle, if you have one, filled with loose change. If you 

would like to help organise this event or receive a collection candle, 
please text Helen on 07814876932 

The Children’s Society works with children in this country who feel scared, 
unloved and unable to cope. Through their services and campaigning, they 
listen, support and act to improve the lives of the most vulnerable children. 

If you are not able to come along to our service please give by texting 
“ORANGE” TO 70800 to give £5 or visit Christingle.org 

 

 
Upper Thames and Ridgeway National Trust Association 

Saturday 17th November 2018:  “Music Making in the Renaissance” 
with speaker Malcolm Pearce.  
The talk will be held at the Baptist Church, Chesterton Lane 
Cirencester, GL7 1YE, at 2:30pm. £3 members, £4 visitors. 
Tea/Coffee and Biscuits will be served. To be followed by the 
Association’s AGM.  Details: jandbozzy@gmail.com 

 
 

BLUNSDON WI 

At our last meeting, Barbara Czekanska gave us advice on 
footwear and footcare.     

November’s meeting takes place in the Methodist Hall on 
20th November – this will be an open meeting, and all are welcome – if the subject 
interests you, why not join us?  Maura Rossini’s subject will be Italian fashion and 
how to dress well.  

mailto:jandbozzy@gmail.com
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BLUNSDON FOOTBALL CLUB 
 
 
Recent Results 

 
Ramsbury      won 5 – 0 
 
Ashton Keynes (Wilts FA Cup Round One) won 5 – 3 a.e.t. 
 
Wroughton      won 8 - 2  
 
League position: 2nd of 10, Swindon & District League Division One 
 
Blunsdon manager Ian Rosewell has been presented with a selection headache every week 
after some stunning performances by the Amber ‘n’ Black. 
 
Top of the League Ramsbury were easily defeated and in one of the best games of football 
seen in years, Blunsdon knocked out Premier League leaders Ashton Keynes from the Wilts 
Cup, with super-subs Chester Dolisznyi & Josh Skeates scoring in extra time. If you missed 
the coverage on Match of the Day, then you can catch up with the action by watching 
extended highlights at: yoursportswindon.co.uk or by visiting the Blunsdon FC Facebook 
page. 
 
There is also the pre-historic Blunsdon United FC 1980 Adver Cup final available to watch 
on swindonviewpoint.com where you can see the best disco hairdos and tight shorts on 
legends such as; Marcus Thompson, Les Aubrey and Wayne Hatswell, players who all still 
proudly boast the same head of hair and can easily fit into those old shorts and so have 
decided to reform and enter the Wiltshire Walking Football League for the over 90s, 70s, 60s. 
 
Upcoming Saturday fixtures (home matches at Sutton Park)  
   
27th October, 2.30 p.m. Sportz Central  home 
 
3rd November, 1.30 p.m. Hilperton (Wilts FA Cup Round Two) away 
 
10th November, 2 p.m. Village Inn  away 
 
24th November, 2 p.m. Chiseldon  home 
 
1st December, 2 p.m.  Chiseldon  away 
 
Your support is most welcome 
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A harvest time reflection on difficulty and blessing. 

I found myself recently complaining to God that difficulties just seemed to keep 
coming my way. ‘Where were you Lord, particularly as I am trying to do what I think 
you want me to do as a Vicar?’ I then happened to read a section from one of Paul’s 
letters, 2 Corinthians, where he is speaking of his, “troubles, hardships and distress, in 
beatings, imprisonments and riots” but then immediately goes on to express his 
blessings, despite and through the difficulties, “sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor 
yet making many rich; having nothing and yet possessing everything.” I also had to 
admit that my list of difficulties certainly did not include beatings and imprisonment. 
 
The point Paul is making here is that in life we can all too easily fix on our difficulties 
and forget the good things, blessings even through those same struggles. There are 
two temptations we should avoid: one is to be discouraged and not to pray in 
expectation that God can resolve or work through those difficulties; the second is to 
assume we are in control and not involve God because he is not needed. I have 
found Paul’s realism particularly helpful, reminding me that we do get a lot of trouble 
in life, but at exactly the same time blessings come our way which can easily get 
forgotten.  
 
My blessings recently have included the following: 

• seeing the school reception class coming into Church and really enjoying 
themselves 

• enjoying the whole-school harvest service with a real spirit of thankfulness to 
God being expressed by the children in large thank you cards addressed to 
God.  

• The Church being full on a Saturday evening with the furniture cleared for a 
barn dance and everyone having a fun evening of food, drink and dancing.  

Do join us at our Remembrance Sunday Service on 11th November at 10am. We will 
be walking up to the War Memorial in the cemetery to remember the fallen for two 
minutes silence at 11am. All are welcome to join us there whether able to attend the 
service or not. 
May I express God’s blessing to you all.   
Geoff Sowden Vicar 
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St. Leonard’s Church Services November 2018 
                                                                                                                                                
Sunday 4th November   All Saints                     
                                  10 am   Parish Communion    Rev. Alison Williams 
Sunday 11th November  Remembrance Day 
                                   8 am    Holy Communion 
                                  10 am   Remembrance Service   Mrs. Kathryn Dack  & 
                                               Mrs. Jane Ockwell 
Sunday 18th November   2nd before Advent 
                                   10 am   Family Communion   Rev. Geoff Sowden                                                
Wednesday 22nd November    
                                   10 am   Holy Communion   Rev. Geoff Sowden 
Sunday 25th November   Christ the King   Next before Advent 
                                   10 am   Family Worship   Mrs. Kathryn Dack  

 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP MEETINGS 

The next Fellowship meetings is on 4th November, at 3pm at Joy’s, Tara, 108 High 
Street. The Fellowship meetings are open to everyone, of any faith (or none!). 

Why not call in and see if this friendly group suits you – you’d be very welcome! 
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Christmas Cake Concert 
Saturday 15th December 
11 o’clock at St Leonard’s Church  
Music played by local students to get you into the 
Christmas spirit. Enjoy a mince pie, browse the 
book sale.  

Free entry, with refreshments costing a small amount more. No charge 
for great company. 

Come and join us! 
 

 
Calling all musicians… 

If you, or anyone you know, would like to perform in the Christmas Cake 
Concert on Saturday 15th December, at 11 o’clock at St Leonard’s, then 

please get in touch.  

Tell me who you are and what you would like to perform. Any 
instrument, any age, singers welcome, groups welcome – the more the 

merrier!  

alisonportermusicteacher@gmail.com 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 

New coffee house open in North Swindon (Isambard Way, opposite 
Abbey Park Academy)  

Open Tues - Frid 9am- 4pm and Sat 10am-2.30pm 

Serving a selection of coffee and hot drinks, light bites (served 
between 12 -2), comfortable seating and a warm welcome assured. 

 

Registered charity number 11689 

www.kingdomcoffeehouse.co.uk 

mailto:alisonportermusicteacher@gmail.com
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Notes from the Editor 

 
It’s the little things in life………. The kind neighbours who offer their fruit and plants 
free to people passing their gardens, the young and old who pick up that odd bit of 
litter and the villagers who make the time to stop and chat in the street. These are all 
small, everyday things, that cost nothing but contribute so much to Blunsdon life.  
Talking of size, next month’s Magazine will certainly not be little, it’s the bumper 
December/January edition, so please remember to send me any articles for events 
in January as well as December.  
 
This month’s front cover photo is in the recreation field and was taken by Debra 
Richardson,  
 
Your December/January magazine will be delivered from: 1st December 2018  
Collection date: Friday 30th November  
 
Please note deadline for items for inclusion:   
Magazine issue  Deadline for inclusion 
December/January  22nd November 
 
The magazine is run by local volunteers from the village. All your ideas, comments 
and contributions will always be welcome.  
EDITOR:  Please email all items for the magazine to blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com 
Arlene tel. 01793 727306 
ADVERTS: To place an advert in the magazine, please contact Penny on 01793 
722073  
 
 
VILLAGE DIARY November 2018 
In addition to the magazine, Tracey Judd holds a village diary.  When you are 
thinking of a date for your event please contact her on 705617 (office hours) to 
ensure that planned events do not clash. 
1st Saturday of every month 11.30-12.30pm   Councillors’ Surgery in Village Hall 
5th and 15th November 7.30pm   Parish Council meets in Village Hall 
20th November 7.30pm WI meets at Methodist Hall 
15th December Book Sale and Christmas Cake Concert at St Leonard’s 
8th November 7.30pm Blunsdon Village Garden Club meets in Village Hall  
 

Blunsdon’s Caring Corner 

We would like to thank everyone who helped and supported us in 
making Sean's birthday event a success. We raised £738.86 to 
boost the funds of the Multiple System Atrophy Trust who have 
provided him with help & information since his diagnosis. 
Thanks Maureen Barton. 
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ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH 
 

Vicar Highworth PiC Blunsdon.  Rev Geoff Sowden 765554 
   
Licensed Lay Minister     Mrs Kathryn Dack     700727 
Licensed Lay Minister     Mr Paul Morris          734598 
Churchwardens:    Mrs Jane Ockwell       724374 
Treasurer:                Mrs Lucy Sturgess 
 
Services:  
Holy Communion:     8am 2nd Sunday 
Family Communion:  10am 1st and 3rd Sundays 
All-age Worship:        10am 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Morning Prayer (Common Worship) 10am 5th Sunday 
This is the normal pattern, but please see elsewhere in this magazine for variations. 
 
 
 

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH 
 
 

Clergy:  Rev Sally Robertson 
Phone:                07588 594410  Email    revd.sally.robertson@nschurch.org.uk 
Website   www.nschurch.org.uk              Churchwardens:  currently vacant 
1st Sunday 10am     Children’s Service 
  6.30pm   Holy Communion (BCP) 
2nd Sunday 10am      Morning Worship (with unstaffed Creche) 
3rd Sunday 10am     Holy Communion (with Sunday School) 
  6.30pm   Evening Prayer (BCP) 
4th Sunday      10am       Holy Communion (with Sunday School) 
5th Sunday      10am       Holy Communion (with Sunday School) 
Service at Tadpole Farm CE Primary Academy, Greene Street, Tadpole Garden Village 
SN25 2QS 
2nd Sunday 4pm All age Worship  
 
 
Blunsdon Parish Council website -  http://www.blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk 

 
 
 

BLUNSDON SURGERY  36 Berton Close, Blunsdon, SN26 7BE Tel 01793 721254                        
 Doctor              Doctor times      Reception 
Monday      Dr S Stacey/Dr J Frost                          
                                   3.10pm-4.40pm          3.00pm-6.15pm 
Tuesday      Dr J Bestwick    9.00am-10.40am         8.45am-12.15pm 
Wednesday   Dr S Stacey     4.00pm-7.10pm           3.00pm-7.15pm 
Thursday     Dr L Lodwick     9.00am-10.40am          8.45am-12.15pm 
Friday        Duty Doctor      9.00am-10.40am          8.45am-12.15pm  
  
EMERGENCIES – Tel. 01793 762218 (Outside surgery hours)  
 

mailto:revd.sally.robertson@nschurch.org.uk
http://www.nschurch.org.uk/
http://www.blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk/
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  

Planning.                                            
S/OUT/17/1821 - The Kingsdown development. This outline application is still under 
consideration by the Borough Council although the development is already approved in 
principal.   

S/OUT/17/1032 – We were disappointed to be advised on 19th October that the application 
to build up to 100 houses on part of the Blunsdon House Hotel golf course has been 
approved on appeal, despite the opposition of both the Parish Council and Swindon 
Borough Council. 

S/OUT/18/0405 – is the application to build 70 houses on the land to the east of Sam’s Lane. 
The application has been amended by the addition of “… a community shop/café with 
associated car parking and toilet facilities…” To date there is no decision from the Borough 
Council. 

S/18/0938 – is an application to build a gas powered stand-by electricity generating facility 
housed in fifteen forty foot shipping containers on land accessed from Turnpike. This is a 
repeat of an application submitted over a year ago to which we objected and that was so 
very badly prepared that, following criticism from all directions, it was withdrawn. We have 
again objected on grounds of access, pollution, visual impact and noise. 

Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA) – We were 
disappointed when finally seeing this document produced, some six months late, by the 
Borough. In summary, the planners have assessed 13 sites in, or partially in, the Parish that 
were proposed by land owners or developers as potential development areas. The planners 
consider that these sites could accommodate 6,764 (yes six thousand plus!) additional 
dwellings. If these sites were all to be developed, which is unlikely, then North Swindon 
would stretch from Tadpole Garden Village, east across the A419, north almost to the Castle 
Eaton road, half way to Hampton to the east, and then south to join up with the Kingsdown 
development, the village of Blunsdon thus becoming a small area in the middle of a vast 
urban sprawl. Whilst there is no certainty that all or any of the sites will be included in the 
Swindon Local Plan Review, or ever be developed, this is a very serious threat to the 
continued existence of Blunsdon as a community and we are considering how best to 
defend against it.  

We have seen an application for a licence to operate two heavy goods vehicles and two 
trailers from a site in lower village. We have advised our opposition to this application as the 



13 
 
 

 

narrow lanes in the area are completely unsuited to large vehicles due to their width and 
sharp bends and were not built to take the anticipated weight of vehicle. 

Road Closure.              
Please be advised that Lady Lane and Salzgitter Drive will be closed between 7:00pm and 
6:00am on the nights of 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th of November between Nolan Close and the 
stadium entrance.  
 
Speed Watch.                           
The speed gun has not been available to our team during the past month and so there is no 
data to report. The device has been returned to our team today, 16th Oct and there are 
several checks planned for the next few weeks the results of which will be reported in the 
next magazine.  

Neighbourhood Plan.               
The team are currently assessing the sites that were put forward for consideration and 
presented to residents for their opinions and comparing them with the SHELAA sites 
referred to under Planning above. This assessment will identify those sites that will be 
included in the Neighbourhood Plan as having potential support for small scale 
development.  
 
Ermin Street/Blunsdon Hill.                    
Further to my report under this heading in last month’s magazine we are now advised that 
the Borough have identified more Section 106 monies available to us and are now planning 
two phases of work to improve pedestrian safety.  
The two phases are: -  
Phase 1.  A Puffin crossing close to the Ermin Street/High Street junction for pedestrians. 
     A Toucan crossing on Ermin Street near The Cold Harbour shared by pedestrians 
and cyclists. Both crossings will be controlled by traffic lights operated by push button. 
     Double yellow lines on Turnpike, both sides, going south from The Cold Harbour 
junction. 
      A 20 mph speed limit through the village. 
     A chicane on Ermin Street to slow traffic. 
Phase 2.  Widening the footpath beside High Street from Ermin Street going east. 
     Improving traffic flow at The Cold Harbour junction.   
As previously advised, plans will be displayed in the Parish Office when available and there 
will be a public consultation on the yellow lines and the 20mph speed limit.  
                                    
War Memorial.                    
Contrary to last month’s report the memorial is listed; what the Conservation Officer ruled 
was that refurbishment would not require listed building consent. Our selected contractor 
was able to bring the work forward in his schedule and I am pleased to report that the 
memorial has been cleaned. The contractor is now in discussion with the Conservation 
Officer to agree the method and material for re-lettering. 
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Defibrillator.     
We are pleased to have, so far, been advised by three residents that they would like to be 
trained to use the equipment.  We want to have as many residents as possible trained and 
therefore ask that if you would be interested in receiving training you advise our Clerk 
Tracey Judd on 705617, or any Parish Councillor, so that we can arrange this. 
 
Dog Fouling on the Recreation Ground.                    
Unfortunately, there has been an increase in the dog mess being left on the recreation 
ground football pitches. We remind dog owners that their dogs should be kept off the pitch 
areas and that droppings should be picked up and deposited in the bins provided. To make 
this easier we are having one of the bins resited. 
Stuart Boyd  
16th October 2018 
 
 
 

 

BLUNSDON VILLAGE GARDEN CLUB 

Following the club’s AGM in October, I’m sure that I echo 
the thoughts of all club members in giving our outgoing 

treasurer, Liz Berry, sincere thanks for her work and guidance during the 10 
years of the club’s existence.  Happily, she will be remaining as a committee 
member for a while.   

We now look forward to greeting the next Speaker on 8th November, Alan 
Wells, and hearing his talk entitled “How Clever is the Honeybee?”.  This will be 
followed, on the 13th December, by the Christmas party, also in the village hall 
as usual. 

The list of speakers for 2019 is almost complete – just a couple more to be 
found – and will be placed on the notice board at the village shop as usual.   

As ever, new members are welcome to the monthly meetings in the Village Hall 
which normally commence at 7.30 p.m. every second Thursday of the month; 
annual membership is £10.00 per person, or £2.00 at the door for non-
members.  Maybe some of the newer residents in the village would like to think 
about joining us?  You will be made very welcome!   

Brenda Boyd Tel: 01793 725928 

 
 






