




1 

Blunsdon East Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan) Referendum 
Polling Day (Thursday 6th May 2021) is your opportunity to make your voice heard and 

Vote at the Neighbourhood Plan Referendum at the Village Hall. 

The Plan will only become part of SBC Planning Law if the majority of residents vote for it. 
Your vote is important as it will affect the future development in Blunsdon.   

On Polling Day you will be asked to vote in three separate votes for:- 

1. Police and Crime Commissioner – white Ballot Papers
2. Blunsdon and Highworth Ward councillors – yellow Ballot Papers
3. Blunsdon Neighbourhood Plan Referendum – purple Ballot Papers

Whether you vote for the first two is your decision but this Plan is your Plan so please vote 
and make Blunsdon the place you said you want it to be.   

Remember;  

Once the Plan is brought into law, it will significantly enable SBC Planning authority
to enforce their Local Plan Policies, written to protect the Parish from unplanned
developments. They are currently unable to do that. There are still applications
pending for 460 houses and a church in Blunsdon awaiting decision by SBC.
There are 12 robust Policies within the Plan, specifically designed to support our
Community and preserve the Parish as wanted by the local community.
The Plan includes the Village Design Statement which will help to the Planners to
maintain the character of the Parish.
Developer Contributions to the Community will increase from 15% to 25% which will
allow better scope to mitigate any development and improve infrastructure.

The Plan was produced by volunteers from the village as a result of the Localism Act 2011 
introducing Neighbourhood Planning into the hierarchy of town planning in England, giving 
local communities the right to shape their future development at a local level. 
These volunteers undertook 5 extensive open public consultations held at the Village Hall 
and targeted at the local community.  The Plan is the culmination of a process that has 
taken place since 2013. The final 6 weeks consultation ended on 15th June 2019.  After each 
one, responses from the community were reviewed and policies were developed/changed 
to reflect the input received. 
The final Plan was submitted to Swindon Borough Council in October 2019.  They then 
conducted a further 6 week public consultation.  They then arranged for an independent 
examination by an appropriately qualified and experienced person to ensure the Plan 
followed the proper legal process and met the legal requirements for consultations and 
publicity.  Once the Plan was found to be satisfactory with some modifications SBC arranged 
for a referendum.  Unfortunately, this referendum was delayed by a year due to COVID. 

Thank You 

Trevor Morton-Holmes, Chair, Blunsdon East Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 

Visit: www.blunsdon.info  or https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/2019/consultations 
for more information about the Plan  
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Photo left shows our new Community Shop 
with Ali Porter (Temp Shop Manager), Janis 
Milsom, Nigel Beasant (Chairman), Ian 
Jankinson (Parish Council), Maggie Banda 
(Shop PM) 
With the arrival of Spring and the 
relaxation of some covid restrictions we 
have seen the opening of the Hayfield 
Sales Office and had the opportunity as I 
am sure many of you have, to look 
around our future Community Shop. 
The shop will open first in Spring 2022 

and it will have a lovely rustic country feel, providing locally sourced goods as well as your 
everyday necessities, newspapers, household items and confectionery.  We will continue to 
be there for you when you run out of things, forget something from your shopping or just 
want to treat yourself to something.   
Our vision is for the new Café is to be the central point of our community by providing local 
sourced refreshments in a welcoming and friendly environment. 
Over the coming months we will be working with local experts to design and create the 
internal plans for our new Shop and Café. Part of these enhancements will hopefully be a 
mini Post Office counter along with an Off Licence to sell wines and alcohol.  Please take the 
opportunity to get involved by responding to questionnaires or attending a focus group.  We 
want to make sure our new Community Shop meets the needs of our growing community. 
Don’t forget you can support our vision by being a shareholder or volunteer.  You still have 
time to join others in purchasing a personalised paving block to be laid early 2022 with your 
family name etc at the rear of the new building via our Community Shop website.  
Our website is also being updated to include progress on Shop/cafe development, so please 
check that out via https://blunsdoncommunityshop.uk/ 
Current Opening Hours 
Monday – Friday:  8am – 5pm 
Saturday:    8am – 3pm 
Sunday:   8am – 12pm 

***Save the date***  

Blunsdon Community Shop Bacon Butty Event is on Saturday 3rd July 10-1pm.  

More details in the next magazine! 
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http://www.blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  
Frank Eggleton – 1932 - 2021 
I am very sad to announce the death of one of the most influential Parish Chairmen that 
Blunsdon has ever had. He dedicated over 30 years to working for the Parish and left a 
legacy of respect and strength for the Parish Council in 
the Village. He dedicated decades to Parish Councils, 
chairing the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils and 
the South West Committee of the National Association, 
and serving on the NALC executive committee.    
He was kind and generous and inspired me to join the 
council with his enthusiasm and vision even in his later 
years. There are many great stories that surround his 
tenure for which he will be remembered. He was active 
in the campaign to keep traffic away from the village and was a major influence in getting 
the by-pass built in 2009. He stood up for the Village at every opportunity and always did his 
utmost to keep Blunsdon rural and safe. I hope we can continue to maintain his vision, 
despite the pressures we are under, for now and the future. 
Stuart Boyd 
I am also sad to announce that after 23 years associated with the Parish Council, Stuart has 
decided to resign his position and not stand again for election. Stuart has been a stalwart 
supporter of the Parish and has contributed significantly to its success over the years. He 
and his extensive knowledge will be sadly missed although I am sure his presence will still be 
felt across the Parish despite his withdrawal. Good luck for the future and thank you Stuart 
for all you have done. 
Polling Day 6th May 2021  Polling day will be a busy affair this year. On your Polling Cards 
you will see that there are 4 opportunities for you to vote: 
1.Police and Crime Commissioner for Wiltshire – WHITE Ballot Papers 
2.Swindon Borough Councillor – Blunsdon and Highworth Ward elections – YELLOW Ballot 
Papers 
3. Blunsdon Parish Council – there were not enough nominations so those that stood were 
elected unopposed. 
4. Blunsdon East Neighbourhood Plan Referendum – PURPLE Ballot papers 
 
Planning Applications 
S/21/0405 | Change of use from agriculture to equestrian and erection of stables with feed 
store, tack store, menage and new access. | Land At Little Rose Lane  
S/21/0653 | Erection of 1no. dwelling and associated works. | 15 Malthouse Close  
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The Road Map Out of Lockdown, next steps  – www.gov.uk   
Step 3 - not before 17 May  
Social contact 
As part of Step 3, no earlier than 17 May, the government will look to continue easing limits 
on seeing friends and family wherever possible, allowing people to decide on the 
appropriate level of risk for their circumstances.  
This means that most legal restrictions on meeting others outdoors will be lifted - although 
gatherings of over 30 people will remain illegal. Indoors, the Rule of 6 or 2 households will 
apply - we will keep under review whether it is safe to increase this.  
As soon as possible and by no later than Step 3, we will also update the advice on social 
distancing between friends and family, including hugging. But until this point, people should 
continue to keep their distance from anyone not in their household or support bubble. 
Business and activities 
Most businesses in all but the highest risk sectors will be able to reopen. In all sectors, 
COVID-Secure guidance will remain in place and businesses may not cater for groups bigger 
than the legal limits. Indoor hospitality will reopen. Customers will, however, have to order, 
eat and drink while seated. Other indoor locations to open up in Step 3 include indoor 
entertainment venues such as cinemas and children’s play areas; the rest of the 
accommodation sector, including hotels, hostels and B&Bs; and indoor adult group sports 
and exercise classes. The government will also allow some larger performances and sporting 
events in indoor venues with a capacity of 1,000 people or half-full (whichever is a lower 
number), and in outdoor venues with a capacity of 4,000 people or half-full (whichever is a 
lower number). In the largest outdoor seated venues, where crowds can be spread out, up 
to 10,000 people will be able to attend (or a quarter-full, whichever is lower). 
Events 
Up to 30 people will be able to attend weddings, receptions and wakes, as well as funerals. 
This limit will also apply to other types of significant life events including bar mitzvahs and 
christenings. 
Review of social distancing 
Finally, before Step 4 begins, the government will complete a review of social distancing and 
other long-term measures that have been put in place to cut transmission. This will inform 
decisions on the timing and circumstances under which the rules on 1 metre plus, the 
wearing of face coverings and other measures may be lifted. This will also inform guidance 
on working from home – which should continue wherever possible until this review is 
complete.  
 
Parish Council Meetings 
The current legislation that allows Councils to have meetings and make decisions via virtual 
means (Zoom/Teams etc) expires on the 7th May 2021 and the Government hasn’t allowed 
enough time to re-visit this legislation to be able to extend the law, therefore Meetings will 
have to be conducted face to face from then. MPs are putting a case for extension but as yet 
we have no positive news. This will not only affect our PC meetings but will curtail the 
numbers able to attend the Annual Parish Assembly on 20th May which we had to postpone 
last year. We will keep you posted. 
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Blunsdon Neighbourhood Plan 
The May 6th elections are upon us as well as the Referendum and there is an article 
elsewhere in the Magazine explaining more details about voting. Remember your vote 
counts! You can see the plan at www.blunsdon.info.  
Parish Council Elections 
Parish Council Elections were planned for the 6th May but there were more vacancies than 
nominations so all the people who were nominated were elected unopposed. Our elected 
Parish Councillors are: 
 Steve Ainscow  Andrew Collingwood  Mick Compton   
 Stephen Doell               Ian Jankinson                Sandra Keates  
 Martin Nash  Ian Selwood                                Jim Tayler 
We still have vacancies so if you are interested, please let Tracey know on 705617 or at 
contact@blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk. 
 
Blunsdon Best Kept Village Entry – As I announced last month, we have entered this 
competition and we have contacted as many clubs and associations as we could think of in 
the Parish, and also, all the Developers for the new estates to ask for their help or 
contributions to help us win again this year. If there is something you would like to 
contribute to the project, please contact Rachel Smith on 705617 or 
contact@blusdonparishcouncil.co.uk to let her know. Thank you. 
 
Parish Council Meeting - The next two Parish Council meetings will be on the 10th and 24th 
May 2021 at 19:30. Annual Parish Assembly 20th May 2021. 
Access details are on the Parish Council Website in the Blog section and on our Facebook 
page.  
Ian Jankinson – ianjankinson@blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk – 07702 684281 
 

 

 

 
BLUNSDON SURGERY Tel 01793 721254    

                  
 

Blunsdon Surgery is now open for patients to come in by invitation only. If you 
have an appointment please ring on the bell at the front 

door. If you are collecting a prescription please ring the bell on the door down 
the side passageway.  

For any other enquiries, results or 
appointments, please call the surgery. 

EMERGENCIES – Tel. 01793 762218 (Outside surgery hours) 
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News from the Pews…………  
We have the first service at St Leonard’s firmly tucked under our belts! What better 
than to celebrate Easter; offering new life in Jesus Christ. 
The weather was on our side as we sat socially distanced, with reverence and 
anticipation. Emily enthralled us by chopping a chocolate egg into pieces with her 
bare hands ...... then clapping a hen’s egg between her palms! We held our breath 
waiting for the inevitable gloopy mess to run through her fingers. No such drama - 
she had already blown the inside out. We were reminded of the ‘empty‘ cross . 
The children were rewarded with an Easter treat hunt and the adults could choose 
from an assortment of chocolate. 
The building has remained open during the last year and we hope it has given 
people a respite from the daily slog, for silent prayer or contemplation. 
As the year progresses from spring to summer, our thoughts are turning to the more 
usual things that we can do. Therefore, it’s great to note that weddings and baptism 
are happily being placed in the diary. 
The Seasonal church fun / craft bags to make at home, were given out just before 
Palm Sunday: we were lucky with the weather as previously it has been pretty 
miserable. 30 bags are filled and given out at each time on a first come first served 
basis - these appear to go down very well with the families that have received them. 
Any thoughts or feedback on these are welcome. 
We try to cater for all and would love to see you - is there anything that we’re 
missing, that you would like covered? We try and work / support other organisations 
in the village- so you may not see us but we’re probably somewhere in the 
background. 
Our lives might look a bit different from now on, more time at home or just not 
wanting to go too far afield. 
Want to learn a new skill? Is Campanology for you, or just want to give it a go! 
The regular monthly book sale is another event that we are hoping to see opening up 
as soon as the rules allow. Enjoy that cup of coffee and piece of homemade cake, 
and a face-to-face natter. If there’s interest, we could have a ‘learn how to‘ morning 
combined with that - for example ... knitting , sewing , embroidery ! Or if you have a 
skill or craft that you’d like to pass on to others, do get in touch. 
Hope to see you soon! 
Jane Ockwell 
 

St Leonard’s Church, Blunsdon, will be holding our 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting (AGM) on Sunday 16th May at 11am. 

This will be held in church in a socially distanced and safe manner. 
Please come along if you would like to find out more 

about what we have been doing in the last year. 
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From the Vicar’s Desk ………………  
 
Living in the moment. 
We had not been together as a family for nearly four months as we met at the pub 
for our outside meal. It had been booked for some weeks and so I was worried about 
whether we would be able to go, will it rain and so be cancelled? In the event despite 
being really cold, we were able to go ahead and have a great time. 
I like planning ahead and I like having a plan and so the last year experiencing a lack 
of control of events has not been easy. I have always admired those people able to 
calmly and serenely take life as it comes, exhibiting a confident and encouraging 
outlook to all those who they meet.  
 
One of the lessons I have been trying to learn during the lock downs has been living 
in the moment. After all, Jesus when teaching his disciples in the Sermon on the 
Mount from St Matthew said, ‘do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself’.  Shouldn’t I be living this day by day? It has not proved easy. 
 
As we wait for the next road map lifting of restrictions, I am going to continue my 
practise of seeking to live in the moment and what a blessing Covid would surely be 
if that lesson could be learnt.  
Rev Geoff Sowden 
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Notes from the Editor 
 

It is with great sadness that we heard the news of the death of His Royal Highness, 
The Duke of Edinburgh. On behalf of the Magazine Committee and its readers we 
convey our condolences to her Majesty the Queen and the Royal family. 
 
If you would like to submit an article for the Magazine or you have some news to 
share then please send to blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com  
  
The magazine is run by local volunteers from the village. All your ideas, comments 
and contributions will always be welcome.  
 
EDITOR:  Please email all items for the magazine to blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com 
Arlene tel. 01793 727306 
ADVERTS: To place an advert in the magazine, please contact Penny on 01793 
722073  
 
Blunsdon Village Magazine is available to read online at Blunsdon Parish Council 
website: blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk 
 
Front cover photo: Springtime 2021 in the Lower Village, Blunsdon   
 
Your June Magazine will be delivered from: 28th May  
Deadline for items for inclusion:     
Magazine issue  Deadline  
June 19th May  
July  16th June 

 
 

Thank You 
We would like to say a big thank you to everyone involved in allowing our beloved 
daughter Sarah, aged 46 to be buried in Blunsdon Cemetery. Sarah died on the 26th 
February 2021 after a long illness. 
Once again our sincere thank you. 
Dave and Renee Ferris 
 
 
Blunsdon House Hotel Supports Local Community  - Over the last year during the 3 
national lockdowns, Blunsdon House Hotel has very kindly provided free grocery 
crates to some of the folks in the village.  Milk, bread, eggs, butter, as well as a wide 
range of fruit & veg were included.   
As lockdown comes to an end, hopefully for the final time, the deliveries will finish.  The 
total quantity donated was over 330, all provided free-of-charge by the hotel.  The 
delivery team of Lou, Chris and Alex would like to sincerely thank all at BHH for their 
generosity and support. 
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A Week in the Life of ………………A FULL TIME UNPAID CARER 
 
As the Blunsdon Magazine came this morning, I set myself the task of writing A Week in My 
Life, anonymously for privacy.  
 
I have cared for my wife during the last 5 years of serious disability (brain damage and 
paralysis), mostly housebound. The Census set a top figure of 50+ hours for unpaid caring of 
a dependant at home. 24/7 for 52 weeks comes to 168 hours a week, less sleep time when 
we get it – 5 hours is typical, possibly broken, so I deduct 35 hours to 133 working hours per 
week. Across the year that is 6916 hours, unpaid. As a paid employee on a 40 hour week the 
total over a 52 week year is 2080 hours. The unpaid carer total is thus equivalent to 3.3 
years paid work crammed into one. This is for context.   
 
Monday. Up at 7, shower, shave etc. Black tea. General tidying and washing up. Fed and 
medicated the cats. 15 minutes for twitter, 15 more for emails. My band of online carers 
have survived the night and tell me how horrible the world has become. I will chat with 
them across the day.  9.15 carer arrives to help me wash, dress and get my wife up. That 
takes 30-45 minutes. My wife has little language and no memory so chatting not possible. 
Her breakfast is banana, bun and then various healthy options. Urgent for the day is fluids as 
she is dehydrated. Friend from Belgium rang (work) and we sorted our lives out. Urgent 
shopping so a sitter came in. 2 hours work (I am a writer). 4-6pm her teatime and bedtime. 
Drinks by syringe throughout the day to rehydrate her. 7.15pm, pour drink, friend is on 
Radio4, relax. 8-10pm, writing with my supper. At 11pm, she is quiet now. In bed by 
midnight with voice monitor on.  
 
Tuesday. Couldn’t sleep last night, that will have complications later. Same routine as 
Monday up to breakfast but managed an hour sleep on the sofa afterwards. Today’s task is 
getting to hospital for an MRI scan. I went deaf in the left ear 3 weeks ago, with tinnitus. 10 
days on 13 pills a day have wrecked my tastebuds (reflux) and my dry mouth has murdered 
sleep. Again, a sitter needed. MRI scan done, home to administer cakes and fluids, her 
bedtime 5-6pm. I hope for sleep tonight. No haircut for 13 months. Time for an episode of 
Unforgotten now someone has spoiled the ending. Chatting to carer friends online, work, a 
family phone call, then bed. 
 
Wednesday.  Same beginning routine. A word about the carers. They help me for an hour 
morning and evening, getting her up and putting to bed, both two-people jobs. They are 
skilled, but not paid a lot. They are organised by a company who ensure someone comes 
every day across the year, replacing any who call in sick. Organised as a small team, all know 
my wife well. The cost is close to £20K per year, funded from her pension. Today we have 
managed to get her hydrated as she had not enough to drink for 2 days. Healthy eating 
means her diet is planned and delivered across the day, cut into finger size portions so she 
can be independent. I write a little when I can. I am blessed that I can switch tasks without 
loss of concentration. 
 



10 
 
 

 

Thursday. Another night with little sleep, which means naps later. The monitor was silent, 
so she is fine. Checked she is breathing, as I usually do. It’s 6am and I get up, it’s better than 
having cramp and a cup of tea is essential. Time to do the writing I didn’t do yesterday. A 
friend died today, with issues similar to my wife. I can’t get to the funeral of course. I will 
send a donation to Parkinsons UK. 
 
Friday to Sunday. The usual routine. Writing finished and accepted. Conversations on line 
and by phone to prevent social isolation. Made beetroot chutney. Began pile of new books 
to read, particularly a friends book on Keats the poet. Fears for the future: my health – this 
has been a bad week because of steroid side effects. Her health, I particularly fear her 
getting toothaches. Hopes: after 5 years mostly housebound, to get some fresh air and sort 
out the garden and hope the tinnitus disappears to give me back my precious silence. In bed 
at 2am, up at 5.30 wide awake and needing tea.  
Now a new week to look forward to. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

As normal service starts to resume in the UK don’t 
forget that Swindon Dial A Ride is here to help you 
get out and about on our door to door transport 
using either our accessible minibuses or volunteers 
using their own cars. 
If you are unable to use public bus services because 

of a disability or impairment give us a call on 01793 616050 for more 
information on how to become a passenger. 

If you are a not for profit group that could benefit from the use of a minibus 
for day trips/meetings etc call us on 01793 617828 for more information  
You can contact us by email if you prefer at 
transport@dialarideswindon.org.uk 
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EYE SPY in BLUNSDON 
For all of you who are regularly walking around the village did you get the answer right from 

last month’s Magazine? The correct answer was the front door of Fowlers Farm, Lower 
Village.  

Have a go at the photo below – where have you seen this in the village?  

There are no prizes for getting the correct answer, it’s just for fun. The answer will be in 
next month’s Magazine with another photo.   

 

 
 

 
Brainteaser of the month  
This month there is a number puzzle for you to solve. Can you work out what 
the missing number is?  

  
1 + 4 = 5 
2 + 5 = 12 
3 + 6 = 21 
8 + 11 = ??  
  
 
Answer on page 16 
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BLUNSDON WI 
Although Blunsdon W I have not had a group meeting for a year, we 
keep in contact with one another and make plans for when meetings 
can go ahead again. 

With spring firmly here now, walking in Blunsdon and the surrounding countryside is a visual 
delight of flowers, trees in bud and birds tweeting and rustling. 

Blunsdon WI Book Club are still meeting up on Zoom.  We recently read American Dirt by 
Jeanine Cummins which was very popular and highly recommended. It is the (fictional) story 
of an ordeal by a Mexican woman and her young son who had to escape from Mexico  to 
the U.S. as an undocumented immigrant. 

Blunsdon W I are a diverse group of ladies and we would welcome new members when we 
are able to resume meetings.  Perhaps some ladies who have recently moved to Blunsdon 
would like to join us?  There won't be any mention of jam-making or tea-towel collections!  

Keep an eye open for details of when we can reopen. We meet on the third Tuesday of the 
month at 7.30 in the Village Hall. 

***** 

For more information please contact Anna on tel: 706392 or check out our website: 
www.blunsdonwi.co.uk 

Hello, my name is Rhae Honey and I live in Blunsdon. 
The staff and parents of Blunsdon pre-school where my son goes to are doing their 
upmost to raise as much money as possible for a little girl called Avaya who will be 6 in 
May.  
She has stage 4 Neuroblastoma which is a rare but aggressive childhood cancer and the 
family need all our help and support to give Avaya a fighting chance. 

I have decided to run 4 miles, every 4 hours for 48 hours starting at midday on Friday 
30th April finishing at 0800 on Sunday 2nd May to help raise money.  

I will be starting each run from the pre-school and would love for anyone to join me on 
any of the runs. 
Please see the link below to my “go fund me” page and Avaya’s story. 
I really appreciate any help you can give, and I know the family will too. Even a small 
donation could help reach the fundraising goal.  
And if you can't make a donation, it would be great if you could share the fundraiser to 
help spread the word. 
GoFundMe, 
Thanks for taking a look!  
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AA Recipe from CookFoodFan 
                   

As well as collecting recipes I like going to Food Festivals to watch 
chefs prepare and cook food, gain tips and ideas. This is a recipe 
collected a few years ago but still remains a favourite as it is such 
a versatile dish. Delicious as a dessert with clotted cream (my 
favourite), pouring cream or ice cream or as a cake.  Such a 
wonderful rich chocolate cake, so simple, and gluten free, with 

           the bonus that you can freeze any leftovers. 
 

Gateau St Vincent 
 
Serves 8-10 
 
23 cm round cake tin 
 
160g good quality dark chocolate, broken up 
 pinch of sea salt 
160g cold unsalted butter, cut into pieces 
4 eggs, separated 
120g caster sugar 
160g ground almonds 
 

1. Preheat the oven to 180’C / Gas mark 4. Butter the tin and line bottom with 
greaseproof paper. 

2. Combine the chocolate, salt and set over a pan of simmering water. When the 
chocolate has melted, turn off the heat and drop the butter into the bowl, do not 
stir. Let the mixture sit for a few minutes until the butter begins to melt, stir and 
leave for a few minutes. Stirring too much will cool the chocolate too quickly. 

3. In a separate bowl, whisk the egg whites to soft peaks. Add the sugar and beat until 
stiff peaks form. 

4. Now stir the chocolate mixture until the butter is melted. Use a whisk to stir in the 
egg yolks, one at a time. Gently fold in the egg whites, using a metal spoon. 

5. Fold in the ground almonds, being careful not to over fold knocking out the air in the 
egg whites. 

6. Pour the mixture into a prepared tin and bake for 25 minutes, or until a skewer 
comes out clean from the centre of the cake. Remove from the oven and allow to 
cool before turning it out.  

 
Happy baking, enjoy! 
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BBLUNSDON NOTES   Blunsdon Hill (Part 2)  by Richard Radway 
On the right hand side of the hill, below the Strict Baptist Chapel and footpath entrance to 
Chapel Hill I remember a pretty stone tiled cottage where Alan Lovelock lived. He was a 
great help with information about villagers for our book “About Blunsdon”.  
His home went, as with many others in the widening and straightening of the hill when 

increased traffic necessitated 
the road becoming a dual 
carriageway in both directions.   
 
Photo left shows Alan 
Lovelock’s cottage, half way 
down Blunsdon Hill by the 
footpath entrance to Chapel 
Hill. This picture was taken 
between the wars.  
 
Just below the Lovelock’s 
cottage there had been a 
smaller stone house near the 
entrance to “Tinker’s Piece”, 
the Arts and Crafts style house 
set back from the road in the 

field. The Robeson’s had this built in the 1930s when they retired from the Rectory. Rev 
Robeson was the last of the old Victorian rectors with stipends augmented by inherited 
family wealth. I remember when their daughter Joan Robeson lived there with her dogs. She 
was a great village character and was very proud of her family history. One family member 
had been Chandler to the Royal Navy at the time of George III and had been a friend of the 
Duke of Clarence and Horatio Nelson.  
 
Walking down past “Tinker’s Piece” named after the field in which it stands was the part 
thatch, part stone tiled cottage where Miss Bracken lived. The yew tree and lilac bushes still 
mark the spot. Below now is the big new house built on the site of an old dwelling much 
altered over the years that had once been a public house, “The Red Lion”.  
In Alfred Williams’ comments about Blunsdon, he refers to a sign which hung outside the 
pub that had these verses on it. “Before the Hill you do go up, Look in and take a jovial cup” 
and  “Safe down the Hill all danger past, Call in and drink a jovial glass”. The Red Lion ceased 
being a pub in Victorian times.  
 
Walking on down are two old stone and brick cottages, once three formerly owned by 
Upper Widhill Farm. Opposite these now set into the grass by the roadside is the 18th 
Century stone milestone marking the mileage to Cricklade, Highworth and London essential 
for travellers in days gone by. Swindon gets no mention because it was only a small hamlet 
in those days.  
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At the bottom of the hill is a wooded strip with a gateway in the middle. I remember the old 
house in the first garden and old Charlie Sutton it’s occupant. His home had no modern 
conveniences at all and he still used water from a spring near the gateway. His cottage 
windows were crammed with aspidistras, flowering cacti and old fashioned geraniums and 
he could hardly see out whilst the interior was full of furniture and bric a brac inherited 
from forebears. Rumour had it that he’d never worked but existed on inherited wealth and 
rents from fields he owned near the old drover’s road, towards Port Farm. The other strip 
had an old ruined dwelling that Charlie used as a store.  
Below, at the junction of Ermin Street with Standfast Lane is “Little Coster Cottage” named 
after the field behind. This was built by the Rev Robeson’s daughter and her husband 
Captain Levinge who came from a landed Irish family. They demolished the group of derelict 
dwellings that existed right on the corner of the lane known as “Rat’s Hole” by locals.  
The old Blunsdon Hill is a far cry from the busy trunk road it then became before the bypass 
but is excellent now for a scenic constitutional on a lovely day.  

 

*************************************************************************** 

Affordable local 
home-based 

hairdresser and 
beautician 

 
Over 18 years 

experience 
 

Call Kelly for a 
friendly quote 
07584628123 

 
Regular Covid tests 

done and all 
regulations 

followed 
 

10% discount with 
this ad 

 
*************************************************************************** 
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        BLUNSDON FOOTBALL CLUB 
       

Recent results 

 Ashton Keynes friendly drew   4 - 4  

         Swindon AFC  won  4 – 0 

                                           Paragon FC   won 6 – 1 
 

Blunsdon Goalkeeper Will Gage (left) was pleased 
to see the return of local football photo courtesy of 
Steven Baird Photography 

A great start to the mini season for Blunsdon and 
we are on course to make the final stages of the 
Swindon & District league World Cup, due to be 
played in May. 
It’s also been lovely to see the return of our loyal 
band of supporters with one additional old face, 
Blunsdon’s former centre half and Harlem 
Globetrotter legend Ian Bell. Belly, a member of 
Blunny’s Wiltshire Junior Cup winning side from 
2004, has lost none of his speed or elegance and we 
hope to see him renew his comedy double act with 
Darren Fisher at future games. 
An appeal for anyone wandering on Sutton Park. 
Please look out for a treasured possession of flying 
wing back Ben Hillerby’s hairband. He could hardly 

see where he was going for much of the second half.  Thank goodness the barbers are open 
again! 

All Saturday matches kick off at 2.30 p.m. 

Home games at the Stadium of Trees, Sutton Park. 
Your support is most welcome. 

 
 

Brainteaser answers 
There are 2 possible answers to the brainteaser, both are detailed below.   
 

i) 40 - add up 1+4 =5, take the 5 and then 5+2+5 =12, take the 12 and 
then 12+3+6 =21, take the 21+8+11 = 40.    

or  
ii) 96 - 1 x 4 +1=5, 2x5+2=12, 3x6+3=21, 8x11+8 = 96 
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Blunsdon Boots bring Nigerian joy   
Blunsdon Juniors FC U12 manager Stewart brings us a feel-
good story that shows that despite the current issues we can 
still all reach out and bring joy.  

As a BA Cabin Crew 
member in a previous job Stewart regularly used to 
take clothes and toys to donate to an African 
orphanage.  
Stewart saw no reason why changing jobs and 
COVID should stop this and brought the subject up 
with the players and parents of his team. 
 
The team embraced this idea, and a collection of 
boots and football kit was soon amassed.  
BA Crew came up trumps again and gladly offered 
to take the kit out on the next available trip. 
 
How surprised were the team when they received a 
picture of their old kit being put to good use in 
Nigeria within a week of them donating it. 
The charity that received the kit was the Mothers 
Welfare Group. The smiles on the boys faces brings 
joy and the only downside is the girls seem to be left 
out.  
Only one thing for it, another collection and trip 
needs to be sorted and Blunsdon FC would only be 
too proud to do just that. 

 

                          Blunsdon Juniors back on the pitch 
As part of the recent lockdown easing, we were pleased to see Grassroots Football 
training and matches restart. The league extended the season and rescheduled 
matches to ensure that this season can be completed after the disappointment of 
last season being stopped early. Training takes place Thursday evenings and 
Saturday mornings with matches being played on Sundays; support is always 
welcome so please feel free to cheer the kids on when you are around the field. 
Football Journey starts here 
As a village club we feel a responsibility to be able to offer football for all ages and 
abilities, so it was a proud day when we not only had new 4 and 5-year-olds starting 
their footballing journey at our Saturday morning Bumblebees club, but also 3 
members of our U18 team signing on for the Blunsdon adult team to continue their 
journey into adult life. 
Being a member of a local football club brings friendships, fitness, memories and 
hopefully a lifetime of sport and fitness. If you would like your child to experience this 
then please check our website as we will be setting up a new U9 and U7 team for 
September to run alongside our currently U10, U11, U12 and U13 teams. New 
members are always welcome. 
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Bumblebees buzzing off 
Despite everything lockdown threw at us, starting a new football group in March 2020 
with hindsight might not have been the best idea, but I am so pleased to say that we 
regularly have 20+ children enjoying football at Sutton Park on Saturday mornings.  
This has enabled us to form an U9 and U7 team for the 2021/22 season.  This does 
mean that we will have space for the next generation of Bumblebees, so if your child 
is interested, we would love to meet them. We train every Saturday at 10.30 for full 
details please contact Sharon on blunsdonfc-secretary@outlook.com or 07703 
014814 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BLUNSDON CRICKET 
CLUB  

 

 

Ahhhh! The sweet scent of linseed oil on the willow. The gleaming shine of sweat on the 
swinging side of the leather. The earth shattering sound of breaking glass (apologies to Park 
View Nursing Home). The post match inquest over some of the finest ales in Wiltshire at the 
Heart in Hand. Village cricket returns to Sutton Park from May with Blunsdon competing in 
the Wiltshire County League Division Six.  
Steven Baird Photography  
May fixtures: All Saturday from 1 p.m. 

1st Away to Chippenham 4ths at Sheldon School 

8th  Home to Avebury 2nds 

15th  Away to Malmesbury 2nds  at The Wortheys 

22nd Home to Bathford 

29th Home to Swindon Nalgo 2nds  

New players of extraordinary ability or none and supporters welcome 






