Thinking of opening your
Garden, or like to chat about
it?....Please contact Lou
Johnson:
lou@blueskygeneration.com
07787 895574

Village Weekend
14/15th July 2018
Watch out for:
• Breakfasts
• Scarecrow Trail
• Open Gardens
• Tea and Cake
• Art display in Church
• Table Top Sales*
*More details and application forms
in June Magazine
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Recently a number of us at St Leonard's gathered in Church for a great breakfast and
then to tell each other our stories of faith. It was a most encouraging time,
everyone's was different, but with one constant theme. Through all the ups and
downs of our stories, nearly everyone said that God was good and they knew he was
with them. The next day Bishop Lee shared this testimony with us and here we share
it with you.
Blessings Rev Geoff Sowden
Sally’s Confirmation Testimony
Two years ago I was an atheist. I had described myself as an atheist since I was about
10 years old. 18 months ago I came to a Sunday service at St Martin’s (Bristol) with
my baby daughter, and a vague sense that it would be good for the children.
I enjoyed the calm, the peace, the ritual, and the connection with history. And I kept
coming back. As I sat and watched the services, listened to the sermons and got
involved in the church community, I realised this was an amazing thing. These people
were choosing to spend Sunday morning reflecting on their week, thinking about
how they could be better people, kinder people, how they could do more for each
other and their community. They were discussing politics, philosophy, and literature.
If everyone did this the world would be a better place!
This wasn’t the self-righteous, judgemental, right wing, homophobic, patriarchal,
imperialist hate group I was expecting. This was great. ‘If you took God out of it I
could really get into it!’
And at that point two important things happened. First, I realised that I had be
honest about my faith, or lack of it. So I was able to explore my doubts, questions,
and concerns with my friend Becky and others in the church. And that’s pretty
amazing… how many other groups or clubs do you know where you can go in, tell
them you disagree with everything they believe, including the very foundations their
group is based on, and they welcome you anyway, respect your opinions and give
you tea and cake and wine ?
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Secondly, I started to talk to other people about God. It dawned on me that there
weren’t many opinions I’d had when I was 10 that I continued to live by. Perhaps it
was time to revisit the issue. And it was a revelation. So many people who I valued,
loved and respected had a relationship with God. I was fascinated…Sally Cordwell
Nov 2017.
Find out what happen next by joining our Facebook Page “Friends of St
Leonard’s Church”

Friends of St Leonard’s
Church is now on

Books, Biscuits, Coffee & Company!
19th May 10 am -12 noon
Harry & Megan are popping in!
St Leonard’s Church
Book Bargains at 50p each!
Plenty of Historical Drama’s and Spy Thrillers

Join us for the latest
readings, events and up to
date goings-on!

Praying for the Parish this month – Malthouse Close, Manor Close, Minerva
Heights and Pontings Close.

I come to St Leonard’s…
•
•

It helps me to end one week, and starts the next, with the right focus – Rich
To be a better person, to give thanks for my family and to share my journey with people of
a like mind. As a churchwarden I feel especially blessed, as maybe one of the first to meet
new families - Jane

Coming to a church near you The May Movie – Tickets from Village Shop or
Church. *Tickets also available on the door* See poster on Page 13 of this
Magazine.
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Notes from the Editor
This month regular readers will note the addition of colour pages in this edition, I do
hope you like your new look Magazine.
If you are new to the village and this is the first time the Magazine has landed on
your door mat then a very warm welcome to Blunsdon.
You will find the magazine a useful source of local information, starting with the clubs
and activities listed below which regularly meet in Blunsdon (apologies if I have
missed anyone).
VILLAGE HALL
Blunsdon Pre-School, daily during term times
Slimming World, Mondays, 7.30pm in the large room
Ukulele Club, Tuesdays, 7pm in the large room
Brownies, Thursdays in term time, 6pm in the large room
IPMS, Swindon Model Club, first Thursday monthly, 8pm in the small room
Garden Club, second Thursday monthly, 7pm in the small room
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, Fridays in term time, from 6pm
Borough Councillor's surgery, first Saturday monthly, 11.30am in small room
METHODIST HALL
Yoga for Beginners, Mondays, 9.30am
Toddlers, Tuesdays in term times, 10.30am
WI, third Tuesday monthly, 7.30pm
ST. LEONARD'S CHURCH Book Sale, third Saturday morning monthly
I’m sure you will agree that there is a lot going on in our village, this issue is packed
with a range of activities to enjoy this month and over the summer.
***Save the date for the Village Weekend 14th and 15th July***
The photo below shows some of our residents enjoying a Lent Lunch at the
Methodist Hall (if you have any photos of village events you would like to share
please send them to me, I will do my best to include them in future issues).

4

A special thank you to all our advertisers and our printer who continue to
support the Magazine and to Newland Homes for the generous donation.
The magazine is run by local volunteers from the village. All your ideas, comments
and contributions will always be welcome.
Your June magazine will be delivered from: 26 May 2018
Collection date: Friday 25 May
Please note deadline for items for inclusion:
Magazine issue
Deadline for inclusion
June 2018
15th May
July
21st June
August
19th July
September
20th August
October
18th September
November
15th October

EDITOR: Please email all items for the magazine to blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com
Arlene tel. 01793 727306
ADVERTS: To place an advert in the magazine, please contact Penny on 01793
722073
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ST LEONARD’S CHURCH
Vicar Highworth PiC Blunsdon. Rev Geoff Sowden 765554
Licensed Lay Minister
Licensed Lay Minister
Churchwardens:
Treasurer:

Mrs Kathryn Dack
Mr Paul Morris
Mrs Jane Ockwell
Mrs Lucy Sturgess

700727
734598
724374

Services:
Holy Communion: 8am 2nd Sunday
Family Communion: 10am 1st and 3rd Sundays
All-age Worship:
10am 2nd and 4th Sundays
Morning Prayer (Common Worship) 10am 5th Sunday
This is the normal pattern, but please see elsewhere in this magazine for variations.

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH
Clergy:
Rev Sally Robertson
Phone:
07588 594410
Email revd.sally.robertson@nschurch.org.uk
Website www.nschurch.org.uk
Churchwardens: Simon Dabbs and Karen Vermeersch
1st Sunday

10am Children’s Service
6.30pm Holy Communion (BCP)
2nd Sunday
10am Morning Worship (With Sunday School)
3rd Sunday
10am
Holy Communion (with Sunday School)
6.30pm Evening Prayer (BCP)
4th Sunday
10am
Holy Communion (with unstaffed Creche)
5th Sunday
10am Holy Communion (with Sunday School)
Service at St Francis School, Taw Hill
4pm
All Age Worship
4th Sunday

Blunsdon Parish Council website - http://www.blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk

BLUNSDON SURGERY 36 Berton Close, Blunsdon, SN26 7BE

Monday

Dr S Stacey/Dr J Frost
3.10pm-4.40pm
Tuesday
Dr J Bestwick
9.00am-10.40am
Wednesday Dr S Stacey
4.00pm-7.10pm
Thursday
Dr L Lodwick
9.00am-10.40am
Friday
Dr S Bruen
9.00am-10.40am

Reception
3.00pm-6.15pm
8.45am-12.15pm
3.00pm-6.30pm
8.45am-12.15pm
8.45am-12.15pm

EMERGENCIES – Tel. 01793 762218 (Outside surgery hours)
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Tel 01793 721254

VILLAGE DIARY
In addition to the magazine, Tracey Judd holds a village diary. When you are thinking of a
date for your event please contact her on 705617 (office hours) to ensure that planned events
to not clash.

MAY 2018
1st Saturday of every month 11.30-12.30pm Councillors’ Surgery in
Village Hall
14th May 7.30pm Parish Council meets in Village Hall
10th May 7.30pm Garden Club meets in Village Hall
15th May 7.30pm WI meets in Methodist Hall
19th May 8.30 am–1.00pm Annual Plant Sale in the Village Hall
19th May 10.00am - 12.00 Book Sale, St Leonard’s Church
19th May Royal Wedding, Windsor (don’t worry if you haven’t got an
invite, visit the Plant and Book sales in the village instead!)

St. Leonard’s Church Services for May 2018
Sunday 6th May

Easter 6
10 am Parish Communion

Rev. Lyn Sapwell

Thursday 10th May Ascension Day
7.30 Holy Communion at St. Michael’s Highworth
th
Sunday 13 May Easter 7
8 am Holy Communion Rev. Geoff Sowden
10 am Family Worship
Mrs. Jane Ockwell
th
Sunday 20 May Pentecost
10 am Family Communion Rev. Geoff Sowden
& Mrs. Kathryn Dack
th
Wednesday 24 May 10 am Holy Communion Rev. Geoff Sowden
Sunday 27th May Trinity Sunday
10 am Family Worship
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Mr. Paul Morris & Mrs.
Kathryn Dack

1st Blunsdon Scout Group

Up for an ADVENTURE?
Like being OUTDOORS?
So do we!
Try something new this Springtime by getting involved in Blunsdon’s very own
dynamic Scout Group.
On a Friday night over 80 Blunsdon young people age 7-14 meet in the Village Hall
before star-bursting out around Blunsdon and beyond. (You’ll have heard us, we are
not quiet!)
We would love to hear from anyone 18 - 80+ who would like to help us run the
Beaver, Cub and Scout sections. We have lots of different volunteering opportunities
and can flex them around your interests and time.
Now we are looking for:
•

•

•

Group Treasurer: an essential role to help us keep the Group’s simple
accounts in order. Suitable for anyone with good booking keeping or
accountancy skills. Handover from the retiring Treasurer. 5 short evening
meetings over the year, here in Blunsdon.
Group Secretary: another essential role to help us keep this energetic group
organised. Work with us to send out the meeting agendas and notes, and if
you want to do more to organise us then there’s plenty of opportunity for that
too! 5 short evening meetings over the year, here in Blunsdon.
Occasional helpers: you’ll be supporting our team of 20 regular leaders, so
you don’t need any previous experience, and it really can be occasional! A
smile, special interests, skills and contacts are always welcome (anything
from stargazing to bush craft, helping-out with campfires and socials, or
simply being a whizz at making things from cardboard boxes.) Join us for an
evening and see whether you like us!

11 of the 12 people to walk on the moon were once Scouts – come
and help us inspire our young people to dream big too.
If interested, please ring Anne, (Chair) 0787 595 0921
or Steve, (Group Scout Leader) 07885 188079
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Blunsdon’s Caring Corner
Carol Chandler would like to say a huge “THANK YOU” to friends and neighbours for
all the cards and flowers received following her recent accident which resulted in her
broken ankle. Not forgetting all the offers of help to shop, give lifts, visit etc. which
were very much appreciated.
I feel very fortunate to live in such a friendly, caring village like Blunsdon. Thank you
all.

My Little Sister – Julie Allen
The recent sad death of my little sister Julie has prompted me
to put finger to keyboard and contact the good people of the
village.
Julie arrived at Blunsdon in 2002 and was immediately keen
to be part of her new surroundings. At that time the village
shop had recently closed and I recall her words to me that
she would “campaign” to get it reopened. I wished her well
and knew how strong willed she was with all she got involved
with. She relished such a challenge and took this task full on. As you will know the shop did
re open and to this day it is a big part of the community.
When in July 2012 Julie’s husband Mark died suddenly whilst out cycling the people of the
village took it to task to support her all the way. Then four years ago she was diagnosed with
this cancer thing that she vowed to “fight with all her might”. This she did and everyone got
behind her and to me a “Townie” from up on Swindon Hill, the support from so many
people was truly incredible.
Julie sadly lost her fight against on March 13th, just 10 short months after her wedding to
Alex in St Leonards Church. Once again, the whole of this fantastic village rallied round.
Julie’s celebration of life service in St Leonards was a really happy and sad day all rolled into
one. She spent just sixteen years in Blunsdon and loved every single minute of it.
This brings me to the one reason I wanted to write this article.
I would like to thank every single person who made her feel so welcome, looked after her
during a time of need, and supported her right to the very end. I now type through eyes
awash with tears of sadness and joy.
I just want to say a massive thank you from all of my family to every single person who
assisted Julie on her journey. You are all so truly amazing and I cannot thank you enough
Andy Binks
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Jo Lo/Johnny Depp/Jungle/Jaws/Jurassic Park/Judge Judy/Julius Caesar/ Jelly fish/
Jesus

“Anything beginning with J”
Blunsdon’s Scarecrow Trail 2018
As part of Blunsdon Weekend of Activities July 14-15

We need your scarecrows
It is a lovely event but needs kind people like you to take the
time to make a scarecrow.
Please do not worry about the artistic quality.
It really is the taking part that is so appreciated.
Scarecrows are not judged.
Also a great way to get involved if you are new to the village.
J has been chosen in honour of Julie Allen organiser of
Open Gardens 2012-2016
For an application form contact Lucy Sturgess on 705040 or
csturgess@btinternet.com
Please have applications in by July 2nd to allow route planning.

Justin Bieber/James and the giant peach/JK Rowling/Jane Aire/Romeo &
Juliet/Jekel & Hyde
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Parish Council meeting notes
Planning.
S/OUT/17/1821 (The Kingsdown development) We, together with Highworth Town Council and
others, met on March 15th with the Borough Council Planning and Highways departments to express
our joint concerns about the impact of the development upon traffic flows over a wider area and to
press for the new bridge over the A419 to be built early in the development. The Borough officers
advised us that they have serious concerns with the submitted proposals and have requested
significant changes.
S/OUT/17/2041 – This application was for eight self-build properties on land south of Broadbush and
opposite the recently approved Holdcroft site. We opposed it and it was recommended for refusal
by the Planning Officer. Despite this, at the behest of a Borough Ward Councillor, the application
was put on the agenda for the Borough Planning Committee on 13th of March, when it was refused
by 7 votes to 3.
S/OUT/18/0405 – This is an application for the development of up to 70 houses on the northern half
of the field to the east of Sam’s Lane. This was the subject of a public consultation in the village hall
on 24th March when many residents expressed their opposition to the proposal. We have prepared
our responses to the application and some of the grounds on which we oppose it are: - proximity to
the conservation area and cemetery, being outside the settlement boundary, being in a noncoalescence area between the village and the Kingsdown development, and the impact upon
services, traffic and infrastructure in the village.
You can find details of all applications on the Swindon Borough Council web site.
Temporary Closure of Blunsdon Hill Footpath/Bridleway. By the time that you read these notes
work will have started to upgrade the sewer running down the hill and the footpath will have been
temporarily diverted onto the road. Work is anticipated to last for 12 weeks until early July.
Additional Space for Community use.
The Methodist Church authorities have accepted our proposals for an agreement for the Parish
Council to assume responsibility for the management of the building and to use part of it as a
Council office. We hope to be able to take up this responsibility from 1st June.
Speed Watch.
The team have been advised by the County Co-ordinator for Speed Watch that the speed gun that
until now has been held by our team for their sole use is to be shared with two other new teams.
This means that the gun will be available for only one third of the time and hence the number of
checks carried out in our area will be considerably reduced.
For the above reason, plus a malfunction of the device, there have been no checks since last month.
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Storm Damage in the Cemetery.
The two large trees that were uprooted in the cemetery during the December gales have been
removed and we are awaiting insurer’s agreement to quotations for walls and graves to be repaired.
Defibrillator.
We are still deciding where we will install our new defibrillator.
There is a defibrillator at Blunsdon House Hotel that is available for use by anybody should the need
arise.
Waste Bins.
We are advised that it is not a requirement that the developers install waste bins in the new
developments of Blunsdon Heights, Blunsdon Chase, and Hillside and it therefore falls to the Parish
Council to do so. We will install bins in play areas and would like residents of these new
developments to tell us of any additional places where they would like to see waste, and dog waste,
bins installed. You can do this by e-mail to traceyblunsdon@gmail.com or by telephone to 705617.
Our ability to meet all suggestions will be limited by the availability of funds in our budget.
Litter.
From April 1st a new law came into effect that can impose a fine of £150 upon the registered owner
of any vehicle from which litter is dropped, The Borough Council has announced its intention to
make use of this sanction wherever possible in an attempt to reduce the amount of unsightly
rubbish that plagues our roads and road junctions.
Best Kept Village Competition.
We are again entering the village in this competition (large village section) not having done so last
year. This is a competition run by the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) where they select
the best kept village in Wiltshire in three different size categories. We have won the large village
category in the past and you can see our many certificates and plaques displayed at the village hall.
CPRE reach their decisions based upon the standard of neatness and cleanliness of public areas, the
standard of private gardens and houses, and also the level of community involvement in local
organisations. Judging takes place between mid-May and mid-June, and we urge you to make a
special effort in your gardens at that time – let’s see if we can win it again!
Safety and Security.
We remind you that we are entering the season for opportunistic burglaries and you should make
sure that if you leave your home all outside doors and ground floor windows are locked and that
valuable items are not visible from the public highway. You should also make sure that garden sheds
and garages are secure.
A Note for Your Diary.
The Annual Parish Assembly 2018 will take place in the Village Hall on Thursday 31st May at 7:00pm.
This is your chance to hear what the Parish Council has been doing for the past year and, more
importantly, let us know if we are running the Parish to your satisfaction and what you would like to
see happening in the next year.
Cllr. Stuart Boyd
17th April 2018
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BLUNSDON FOOTBALL CLUB
Recent results
Stratton United (home)
drew
Lechlade (home)
won
Kingshill Sports (home)
won
South Cerney (home)
drew
League position 7th out of 16

2–2
3–2
7–6
4–4

A long season is coming to an end and unfortunately there are no trophies or cup finals for
Blunsdon this time. A mixture of inconsistent form, key players missing, a winter break in the
fixtures, itchy socks and a dusting of snow have led to a mid-table finish.
Four recent entertaining games at Sutton Park, included 30 goals and a brave last second
winner from Lee Toomey in a 7 – 6 thriller against Kingshill Sports.
A week later and manager, Ian Rosewell drafted himself to play in goal and both he and the
team were gutted to concede a last second leveller by South Cerney.
Back by unpopular demand, a retro 1980s Blunsdon United FC word search: ANGLISS;
BREWSTER; BUTLER; HARRIS; HOBBS; HOBBS; HOBBS; HOBBS: LOWRY:
MARADONA; SLATER; THOMPSON; WEBB; WHITEHEAD
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BLUNSDON CRICKET CLUB
Summer is returning and so is village cricket.
Blunsdon Cricket Club will play on Saturday afternoons in
Division Six of the Wiltshire County Cricket League.
New players of all ages and ability welcome. Home matches at Sutton Park
Upcoming Fixtures, play begins at 1 p.m.
5th May

away to Beckington

12th May

home to Hinton Charterhouse

19th May

away to Heytesbury & Sutton Veny

26th May

home to Buscot Park

2nd June

away to Sherston Magna

Blunsdon Community Village Shop
This month we are remembering Julie Allen an incredible lady, co-founder of our village
shop and always an active supporter. We will all miss her.
For those new to the village we are situated next to the Village Hall in the High Street, run
by a few staff and many happy volunteers. Do come in and look around.
We stock staples such as newspapers, milk, tinned goods, sweets, toiletries…….
But also:
Dairy - coming to your village shop soon…. locally sourced organic milk, cream and butter
(which is sooo nice).
Bread - we have a fresh bread delivery on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Buy a Crusty Tin,
Malted Brown, Cottage Loaf, Wholemeal, Bloomer or Farmhouse. Large and small loaves.
Pop down and place your order at the shop.
Meat – we stock quality meat, pies and sausages from Andrew’s Butchers in Highworth.
Cakes – our local WI folks make wonderful homemade cakes, biscuits, tarts which taste
wonderful. Perfect with a morning or afternoon cuppa.
Ice Creams – we are ready for the hot sunny days in England with our freezer stocked.
Magnums, Cornettos, Feasts, Calippos…..

STOP AT YOUR LOCAL SHOP
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Blunsdon WI
We were pleased to see some new faces at our meeting in April - visitors are always
welcome! Our speakers last month were Jon and Franchesca Caton, who came to
model the clothing of the Georgian Lady (and Gentleman).
Jon and Franchesca are costume makers and had made the costumes that they
were modelling. See photo below.
Among the many interesting facts we learned were these: for ladies, the chemise
and stays were the 'foundation garments in those days - no underwear as we know it
today, was worn. (Posh dress, no knickers).
The clothes were quite splendid, with a dress requiring about 8 metres of fabric!

At our meeting on 15th May in the Methodist Hall at 7.30 pm, we will be moving to
the Tudor period. Cherry Hubbard will be telling us about the life of a Tudor
housewife. We will also be considering the resolutions, which have been circulated
to members.
Do join us if you can.
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Blunsdon WI 2018 - 2019 Programme
15th May: Life of a Tudor Housewife + Resolutions
Speaker: Cherry Hubbard
19th June: History of Scarves – All Tied Up & How To Tie Them.
Speaker: Anne Fisher
17th July: Summer Outing
21st August: Members’ Summer Meeting
18th September: Wings & Talons – Falconry Demonstration
Speaker: Rob Evans
16th October: Podiatry
Speaker: Barbara Czekanska
20th November: Italian fashion & how to dress well
Speaker: Maura Rossini
11th December: Christmas Party / Meal.
15th January 2019: Dressability (clothes alteration for
elderly/disabled)
Speakers: Debbie McKenzie & Sharon Tombs
We have a thriving Book Club, which meets informally every 6 weeks to discuss a
recommended book and we organise other activities including lunches out, theatre
trips and walks, subject to demand. We meet every 3rd Tuesday of the month,
7.30pm at Blunsdon Methodist Hall. Visitors are very welcome so please come
along to enjoy an interesting speaker, make friends and have a piece of cake!
Please contact Anna for further information on 706392
www.blunsdonwi.co.uk
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BLUNSDON VILLAGE GARDEN CLUB

Our speakers on 12th April were Peter and Robert Biggs from Wanborough Nursery, a
good double act and a fount of information on their specialist subject of Herbs and how
to get the best from them.
Next month on Thursday the 10th May we will be welcoming back Robert Harvey,
Photographer, who will be displaying photographs of, and talking about, Mediterranean
Wild Flowers in Nature and the Garden. The pictures he showed us on his previous visit
were stunning so it should be a most enjoyable evening.
Then, our BIG EVENT! THE ANNUAL PLANT SALE ON THE 19TH MAY in the Village
Hall from 8.30 to 1.00 pm. when bargain plants, refreshments and good company will be
available to all! We look forward to seeing you there.
Just another reminder that the outing on 12th July 2018 to the Savill Gardens, Windsor
has now been organised and tickets are selling well. As usual, any unsold tickets nearer
that date will be made available to non-members keen to join the trip. The cost to
members is £36 per person and to non-members £46 per person. As well as the coach,
the day includes a tour of the Gardens, a cooked lunch and an afternoon river trip
during which a cream tea will be served. The coach will leave Blunsdon High Street at
around 8.00 am to arrive at the gardens by 10.00 – 10.15 and return at around 6.30 to
7.00 pm. If you are interested please contact Sue on 721432.
As ever, new members are welcome to the monthly meetings in the Village Hall which
normally commence at 7.30 p.m. every second Thursday of the month; annual
membership is £10.00 per person, or £2.00 at the door for non-members.
Brenda Boyd
Tel: 01793 725928
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