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****** IMPORTANT MESSAGE****** 

Blunsdon East Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan) 
Referendum Date is set for May 6th 2021. 

Although the Plan was approved by the Examiner and ratified by Swindon Borough Council 
(SBC) early on in 2020 the referendum was postponed owing to the pandemic.  

The Plan already carries significant weight in planning decisions across the Parish, but until 
the Referendum is carried out and more than 50% of you, the voters vote in favour, it will 
not become Planning Law and therefore the major benefits of the Plan to our Community 
will not be seen. 

Major Benefits of the Plan: 

Once the Plan is brought into law, it forms part of the Development Plan and it will
significantly enable SBC Planning authority to enforce their Local Plan Policies,
written to protect the Parish from unplanned developments. They are currently
unable to do that.

o There are still applications pending for 460 houses and a church in Blunsdon
awaiting decision by SBC.

There are 12 robust Policies within the Plan, specifically designed to support our
Community and preserve the Parish. These range from; improving road safety,
protecting the countryside and green spaces and preserving the amazing views to
keeping our dark skies.
The Plan includes very detailed documents (Village Design Statement/Housing
Character Assessments) which are available to the Planners to help maintain the
character of the Parish.
Developer Contributions to the Community will increase from 15% to 25% which will
allow better scope to mitigate any development and improve infrastructure.
Ensuring a better relationship with those builders that are allowed to grow the
Village.

Thank you – Trevor Morton-Holmes – Chair 

Blunsdon East Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 

Visit: www.blunsdon.info  for more information about the Plan 

Remember a ‘YES’ vote is a vote for a Better Blunsdon.
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TALES of VENICE, the Guide Dog puppy f , G g p ppy
Hi, I hope you are all keeping safe and well and will soon have your vaccine. 
Did you guess how a Guide dog crosses a road?  Guide dogs do not really know 
when to cross a road they rely on their owner to listen for the surge of traffic. They 
then tell us guide dogs when they think it is safe to cross the street. Dogs are colour 
blind so they can’t read the crossing signal. Owners give us a hand signal when they 
think it is safe to cross the road. 
I know I said last time that I would not be leaving in February but a space became 
available in Leamington and I go on the 10th February.  I am sorry if I have not had a 
chance to say goodbye to you all.   
My puppy raisers often get asked what I will be doing at Trainee school.  Well, the 
first 6 weeks are a breeze as I am given time to settle in with a family who will board 
me.  I will stay with them and like children going to school, they will drop me off at 
training in a morning and collect me again at night.  When in school I will continue 
with obedience lessons, have time with other puppies and generally have fun.  I will 
then go onto the next stage of training; introduction to the harness and developing 
basic guiding skills, for example, dealing with kerbs and avoiding obstacles.  If I am 
good at all these things, I then go onto advanced training to apply my guiding skills to 
everyday situations. I will be trained to lead around obstacles, including hazards like 
low branches that may be above the height of me but not my owner. I will learn to be 
responsible for a space two times as wide and up to three times as tall as me to 
keep my owner safe. 
I will be trained to display “intelligent disobedience”, when I will actually refuse to 
obey an unsafe command from my owner if I see a danger my owner may have 
missed, such as a car that ran a red light. 
So, I will be busy for the next 20+ weeks and I am really looking forward to all these 
new adventures.  I thought you would like these two pictures below. 
   

                  
                               

The one on the left shows me at 8 weeks old when I arrived in Blunsdon and the one 
on the right shows me with my bag packed ready to go.  Not a lot to take with me, 
just my health record, my very favourite blanket and toys and some treats.   
If my puppy raisers have any updates, they will let the village know. 
Thank you Blunsdon for the wonderful time I had living in the village.   
Keep safe, love from Venice. 
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http://www.blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  

March 2021 
Coronavirus and Support in the Parish 
The vaccination process is phenomenal, and so well organised with those unable to attend 
either being done at home or volunteer drivers taking them to their appointment. The 
brilliant NHS does it again. 
Just be aware of the text and e mail, as well as the telephone scams about taking your 
details and in some cases bank details – remember the vaccination is free, don’t ever give 
your bank details if you don’t feel confident that it is for a good reason, don’t be afraid to 
just put the phone down. Stay well, stay safe. 

Methodist Church and Hall - I am sad to say that I have been informed by North Swindon 
Scouts that they are not in a position to bid for the Church and hall. So that means that the 
plot and buildings will now go on open sale and be lost to the community, such a shame. 

Blunsdon Neighbourhood Plan - We have now had confirmation of the date for the 
Referendum on the Neighbourhood Plan. It will be on the 6th May 2021. All Parishioners are 
eligible to vote and we need a 51% majority in favour for the plan to become law. Trevor 
Morton-Holmes the Chair of the Steering Group has put an article in the magazine as a 
reminder of the Plan’s worth to the Community. 

Blunsdon Village Hall – we have been offered some cycle racks and these will be fitted over 
the coming months. All cyclists will now be able to safely lock up your bikes while you visit 
the shop or Village Hall. We are fitting them at the Recreation Ground too. 

Planning Applications  
S/19/1735 - Hybrid application comprising full planning permission for the erection of a 
place of worship with access, parking, open space, landscaping, SUDS and other associated 
works, together with outline planning permission for 3 self-build plots to the east of the 
proposed development site. All details reserved in relation to the outline element. Land 
South of Broad Bush (B4019) known locally as the ‘Deer Field’, opposite Beech Lea –  
The PC’s objection is lengthy based around policies that disallow building in this area, poor 
design, a massive car park with projected large numbers of vehicle visits, the exclusivity of 
the building’s use and much more… 
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S/HOU/21/0224 - Conversion of garage into habitable space - Retrospective. 37 Minerva 
Heights SN26 8AB – PC agreed to Object for the same reasons it did in the previous 
application which was refused. 
 
S/HOU/20/1659 - Erection of a single storey rear extension and conversion of garage into 
living accommodation. No: 29 Sutton Park SN26 7BB – PC agreed to support. 
S/HOU/20/1629 - Erection of a first floor side extension and balcony. 2 The Copse SN26 
7BW. PC agreed to object in support of neighbour comments, but would support without 
the balcony 
 
Planning Decisions 
S/HOU/20/1597 - Erection of a single storey rear extension with balcony. The Old Post 
Office 87 Ermin Street SN26 8AA.  Permission refused 
 
S/20/1417 - Retention of existing poly-tunnel. The Red House, Upper Burytown Farm, 
Burytown Lane, SN26 7DQ. Permission Granted 
 
S/HOU/20/1409 - Erection of single storey rear and side extensions, and workshop to the 
side. 19 Sutton Park SN26 7BB.  Permission Granted 
 
S/LBC/20/0323 - Replacement of roof tiles. 2 Fowlers Farm Cottages Front Lane SN26 7BJ.  
Permission Granted 
 
S/HOU/19/1764 - Erection of a two storey side extension, raising of roof height and 
extensions and alterations to garage and conversion to ancillary space. | 138 Hyde Road 
Upper Stratton SN2 7PN – Permission Granted 
 
Blunsdon Multi Use Games Area (MUGA)  
The Parish Council have now agreed terms with a Sports Planning Consultant to put 
together a plan to change the old tennis courts into a MUGA. It will be principally be used by 
St Leonard’s School and we have been working with Blunsdon Football Club and Cricket Club 
as a four way partnership. There will be cricket nets on the green space behind the courts 
and we hope to improve parking and access for the school at the same time. As soon as the 
plans are ready, we will present them to the community for their thoughts and input in the 
safest way possible. 
 
Best Kept Village Competition  
We enter this competition every year that we can and have won in the past. Its judged in 
June so time to get your bloomers in. 
 
Parish Council Meeting  
The next two virtual Parish Council meetings will be on the 1st March and 22nd March 2021 
at 19:30. Access details are on the Parish Council Website in the Blog section and on our 
Facebook page.  
Ian Jankinson 
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New Blunsdon Community Shop Block Paving 

We have been receiving orders for a growing number of personalised paving blocks. 

There is still time to place your order at the shop. 

People have dedicated blocks to loved ones, family or special occasions. 

Joe Bloggs 

Happy 18th 

The Smith Family 

Since 1984 

Mr & Mrs Jones 

Golden Wedding 

Adam & Eve 

Engaged 2020 

Banda Family 

Pontings Close 

Mr & Mrs Smyth 

14/06/19 

Do you have a special occasion or want to share your family history? 
Pop along to the Shop to place your order. 
Only £30 per block and you can order multiple blocks if you wish. 
Join your fellow villagers in making our Shop the heart of the community here in Blunsdon. 
If you have any questions about placing an order please email 
pm@blunsdoncommunityshop.uk 

It’s all change for the shop staff.  
We wish Eve Marks all the very best as she has now gone on maternity leave.  
Alison Porter is stepping into the role as temporary Shop Manager while Eve is away, and 
we welcome Rob Page-Jones to the team as the new weekend worker. 

Don’t forget that the shop is open from 8am everyday. 

Current Opening Hours 

Monday – Friday:  8am – 3pm 
Saturday:   8am – 3pm 
Sunday:  8am – 12pm 
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News from the Pews…………  
 
Sadly, not a lot of us have seen a pew for a long time! But some of us actually 
bought one when the church was re-ordered. Mine was cut in two; one part is grey 
and the other part is as it was (and still needing to be rubbed down and possibly 
varnished) There is one left if anyone is interested and wants a summer project! 
 
We begin Lent still in lockdown and watching our church services online or zoomed. 
Lent lunches were suspended last year after just one offering; and guess what? I’ve 
just found the soup in my freezer that I’d prepared for my turn!! 
 
We are using a Lenten leaflet for our discipline for the 40 days before Easter. I guess 
no one really wants to give up anything this year, as we must feel we’ve given up 
quite a lot! and I suspect we are all in a personal desert. 
 
I’ve got a few ladies signed up for knitting our “give Covid-19 the boot” project. Plenty 
of time before Christmas if anyone is still interested. 
 
Hopefully the weather is beginning to get slightly warmer and we see the shoots of 
new life - crocus and daffodils pushing through the sodden earth. 
I’m totally lucky to mind my granddaughter and it’s a delight to go out for a walk and 
listen to the birds, precious simple things that seen through her eyes (at 14months) I 
can enjoy and wonder and marvel all over again, that they carry on whatever. 
‘remember the birds of the air ‘- yes there’s a sermon in there!  
 
We’re blessed in a number of ways and must search our hearts to enable others to 
share in God’s love. 
Jane Ockwell 
 

 
 
 
 

BLUNSDON SURGERY Tel 01793 721254                     
Blunsdon Surgery is now open for patients to come in by invitation only. If you 

have an appointment please ring on the bell at the front 
door. If you are collecting a prescription please ring the bell on the door down 

the side passageway.  
For any other enquiries, results or 

appointments please call the surgery. 
EMERGENCIES – Tel. 01793 762218 (Outside surgery hours) 
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From the Vicar’s Desk ……………… 
The free gift 
Free at the point of delivery. Many of us have now had our initial Covid vaccinations. 
We just turned up at Steam; no examination, no payment, no need to earn it, all we 
had to do was prove our identity.  
Very little in life comes as a free gift, particularly one offering to preserve life itself. 
The story goes of the cobbler’s son and the girl of noble birth who as children made 
a pledge to marry, and exchanged rings. The boy wanted to be seen worthy of her 
love.  
So firstly, he went to the army, but proved to be a coward and had to leave in 
disgrace. He then tried business but here went bankrupt. His last effort was to 
become a scholar and here too he did not make the grade.  
All this took a number of years, and as he made his way home, imagine his surprise 
when he found that his girl still wanted him, she said, ‘Look I’ve still got your ring, 
nothing has changed from all those years ago, we made promises to each other.’   
As we begin to draw near to Easter, here we are in Lent, that traditional time to 
examine our hearts and lives in relation to faith.  
Often, we are encouraged to give something up, or perhaps to take up something for 
this time to help us draw near to God.  
But for me Lent reminds us that God has already drawn near to us, giving life with 
him that does not need to be earned, and that does not depend on what we have 
done or not done.  
This is a free gift indeed. 
Rev Geoff Sowden 
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Notes from the Editor 
 
If you have an article for the Magazine or some news that you would like to share 
then please send to blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com  
  
The magazine is run by local volunteers from the village. All your ideas, comments 
and contributions will always be welcome.  
 
EDITOR:  Please email all items for the magazine to blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com 
Arlene tel. 01793 727306 
 
ADVERTS: To place an advert in the magazine, please contact Penny on 01793 
722073  
 
Blunsdon Village Magazine is available to read online at Blunsdon Parish Council 
website: blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk 
 
Front cover photo: Snowdrops at St Leonard’s Church.  
 
Your April Magazine will be delivered from: 26th March 
Deadline for items for inclusion:     
Magazine issue  Deadline  
April  17th March 
May  21st April 

 
 

Thank You 
A big thank you to Jan Dudley of Malthouse Close who was very public spirited and 
with her wheelbarrow and spade spent a couple of days clearing all the mud and leaf 
debris that had accumulated over a number of years along the roadside opposite the 

churchyard. 
It's now possible to walk along there without getting your shoes muddy. 

Thank you, Jan 
 

 
 

 
PS From Venice: - If you have enjoyed my stories and would like to help Guide 
dogs then you could have a quick look on their website www.guidedogs.org.uk  
where you could sponsor a puppy like me, volunteer in many different ways, re-

home a guide dog or have your own Guide dog puppy adventures and become a 
puppy raiser. 
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Calling all cooks! 
Looking for that quick but inspiring recipe on a cold day? 

Look no further! 

We still have a couple of dozen copies of that sought after publication: 

“Blunsdon Cookbooks – Soups” 
It contains 36 tried and tested soup recipes popular with village residents, as 

well as stock and bread recipes. 

Can I afford such a valued item, you ask? 
Well, it is now being sold at the one time only price of £5! 

So, hurry and contact either Jane (724374) or Helen (722725) to reserve your 
copy before they sell out! 

All proceeds will go to Christian Aid. 

Here’s a taster courtesy of Lou Johnson 
LLentil and Bacon Soup 

Serves 4 

200g lardons, 

olive oil or butter to fry, 

340g lentils, 

I litre of water, 

bay leaf, 

55g onion (sliced), 

1 parsley stalk, 

3 tbsps. single cream, 

chopped mint to garnish 

Fry the lardons in oil or butter.  

Wash and drain lentils, add to the pan along with all other 
ingredients apart from cream and mint.  

Boil for 30 mins. When lentils are soft, remove flavourings, liquidise and 
sieve.  

Return to clean pan and add cream and heat through.  

Garnish with mint.  

Mmm ! Delicious!    

Thanks Lou! 
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Brainteaser of the month  
For something a bit different this month try the logic puzzles below.   
 

1. Padlock puzzle -using the statements below work out what is the correct three digit 
code to unlock the padlock? 

 

 682 One digit is right and in the right place 
 614 One digit right but in the wrong place 
 206 Two digits right both in the wrong place 
 738 All digits are wrong 
 380 One digit is right but in the wrong place      

 
 
 

 

2. A farmer wants to cross a river and take with him a wolf, a goat and a cabbage.  

He has a boat, but it can only fit himself plus either the wolf, the goat or the 
cabbage.       
If the wolf and the goat are alone on one shore, the wolf will eat the goat.                   
If the goat and the cabbage are alone on the shore, the goat will eat the cabbage.  

How can the farmer bring the wolf, the goat and the cabbage across the river 
without anything being eaten? 

3. Can you work out the phrases below? - 

BUR  
Thumbs Thumbs 
Thumbs Thumbs  
Thumbs Thumbs 
Teef Feet Teef   
poFISHnd 
Daysallwork  
TIME abdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz   
issue issue issue 
issue issue issue 
issue issue issue   
        issue 

 
 
Answers on page 17 
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BBLUNSDON NOTES    
Hostelries Past and Present - Part 2  
Last month we read about The Heart in Hand, The Cold Harbour and also The 
Crown. There were believe it or not a few more hostelries in Blunsdon, read on for 
more information.   

The Red Lion was at the bottom of Blunsdon Hill, where a new detached house is 
now being built. This pub appears on old maps of the 18th century and was no doubt 
popular with travellers on their way to London from Gloucester.  

Ells Corner in Broad Bush, close to the road was used as a Working Men’s Club until 
1866 and had a notorious reputation at one time. It has largely been rebuilt in recent 
times but still abuts the now busy Highworth Road.  

On Blunsdon’s northern outskirts on Golden Rose Lane at the junction with Great 
Rose Lane there once stood The Golden Rose Inn. This was used by the drovers 
moving livestock up to London in the 18th and early 19th centuries. When this inn 
ceased to exist The Drover’s Rest took over in the mid 1800’s on Great Rose Lane 
when there were still a few old dwellings in existence and a few remnants of its stone 
walls remained up until the 1950’s.  

The most recent addition to 
Blunsdon’s hostelries of course is 
Blunsdon House Hotel, situated in 
one of Blunsdon’s most distinguished 
buildings.  
The oldest part of the hotel dates 
back to 1835.  
This photograph of 1885 shows the 
Georgian style house with pillared 
porch and balustrade along the roof.  
In 1889 the Titley family removed the 
original impressive stone balustrade 
of the original house and put three 
dormer windows in the roof.  

Later, when Mr and Mrs Sutton lived there and at the Vale of White Horse Point to 
Point meetings on Castle Hill in 1923, the Prince of Wales (later Edward VIII) was 
entertained there twice by the family.  
The late Mr and Mrs Peter Clifford bought the property in 1949 and from small 
beginnings and lots of hard work thus built up an amazing hotel and leisure complex 
around the old house.  
Their family have continued to improve on the hotel’s facilities and now this hotel in 
it’s fine setting, with views over the Thames Valley attracts many visitors from 
overseas and famous celebrities too who would not perhaps normally have visited 
Blunsdon.  

Richard Radway 
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Can you help?  
Like many women of my generation, I was taught to knit as a child and from my 20's 
until a few years ago sewed to provide my own wardrobe. I so enjoyed knitting for 
my grandchildren that I have continued to knit small children's tops for several years, 
handing them onto to a children’s' charity to raise funds.  
 
Trying to find something to occupy myself during the 
epidemic I raided the attic where I had materials left from 
garments made over the years.  I made about 20 small 
garments during 2020 which were handed onto my nieces 
for their little ones or friend's children (as in photo). 
 
I've had so much pleasure from this that I'd like to carry on 
sewing but more as a Project to help needy 
families.  There is little suitable material left in my attic now 

and I will be buying materials for 
any future garments. However, it 
has occurred to me that there 
might be other ladies that have 
oddments of material that they no longer want which I can 
turn into little garments. See photo as modelled by 
Jessica, aged 4.  
So, I'm asking you not to throw away unwanted oddments 
of material as I would love to turn them into small 
garments for families who need a little help.  
Please contact Ann on 01793 724802 or 07769973464 
 

 
 
 

BLUNSDON WI 
Although Blunsdon W I have not had a group meeting for a year, we 
keep in contact with one another and make plans for when meetings 
can go ahead again. 
The W I Book Club have met up recently via a Zoom meeting and 

another meeting is currently in the offing.   
The books we discussed at the Zoom meeting in January were Big Sky by Kate Atkinson which 
is a detective story based in the north-east coast, and Woman in the Photograph by Stephanie 
Butland which was a thought-provoking feminist novel centred on the 1968 Ford strike at 
Dagenham by women sewing machinists.   
The only thing missing from the Zoom Book Club meetings were the refreshments we 
normally have! 
Blunsdon WI are a diverse group of ladies and we would welcome new members when we 
are able to resume meetings. 

For more information please contact Anna on tel: 706392 or check out our website: 
www.blunsdonwi.co.uk 
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Blunsdon Bumblebees 

 

With all grassroots sport currently on hold we are making plans 
for the time that we can all get together and enjoy our football.  
Despite launching a week before the first lockdown and then 
experiencing two more, our loyal Bumble Bees and their parents 
have been super supportive, and our village Saturday morning 
club is going from strength to strength. 

Our mission is to offer local children a taste of the glorious game 
and give them the opportunity to become part of a team when 

they are old enough.  Our sessions are relaxed with an emphasis on learning through fun. 
We have children aged between 3 – 8 currently and we will be able to start an U7 team for 
the new season that, hopefully, starts in September. We also have 3 very keen year 3 
children looking for additional players to set an U9 team up, one is a talented goalie which is 
always a big bonus when setting up new teams. 

 

So, what do we need? 

 

- Our new teams will need a manager/coach, the club will offer full training and access 
to FA courses as soon as they are available. All you need is a love of the game, 
masses of patience, humour and the ability to tie boot laces. If you think you have 
what it takes and want to know more please get in touch, contact details are below. 
 

- New Bumble Bees, especially year 3 children looking to play football for the village. 
Children going into reception in September welcome to join us when we restart. 
 

We meet Saturday mornings on Sutton Park, it is a pay as you go session with a weekly £2 
subs. There is the option to become a member and sport the full club kit for a £20 yearly 
fee.   

So, if you have a child that would like to become a Bumble Bee or you are an adult that 
would like to be part of the Blunsdon Football family please contact: 

Sharon on 07703 014814 or Blunsdonfc-secretary@outlook.com 
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BLUNSDON CRICKET CLUB 

Former Club legends - find the answers in the wordsearch 

1. Surrey town on the London to Brighton Veteran car Run route, birthplace 
of grime star Stormzy 

2. Candle maker 
3. First name of actor who plays Indiana Jones 
4. North of German Bight, East of Forties and South of South Utsire 
5. Maker of shoes for horses, black…….? 
6. First name of Van Gogh 
7. An intact male domestic bovine 
8. British bomber from World War Two 
9. 1980s round orange cartoon character and a very popular Blunsdon 

surname 
10. Between the neck and the arm 
11. Domestic house servant, in charge of the dining room, wine cellar and 

attending to visitors 
12. Coldest season of the year 
13. A man who deals or breeds in tups (rams) 
14. Better than average all-rounder, who walked from John O Groats to Lands 

End, via Blunsdon, to raise millions for leukaemia & lymphoma research 
C S P B U B U T L E R H S 
O H A F V I T U P M A N M 
L O L I S T E E L E U B Y 
L U M S M I T H C D B O T 
I L E H B O T H H A R T H 
N D R E W I D E A V E H V 
S E C R O Y D O N I Y A I 
H R M A X I M Q D S Z M N 
O R O K E B B U L L K V C 
B W I N T E R J E F O X E 
B D U C K H A R R I S O N 
S D O B S O N A R T U S T 
L A N C A S T E R B U L H 

Horizontal & vertical – not diagonal or reversed.  Answers on page 17 
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AA Recipe from CookFoodFan 
                       
I love toasted tea cakes but not quite as much as Hot Cross Buns. This 
spiced sweet bun cut in half and buttered with a cup of tea…pure joy. 
Many people have taken up bread making over the last year, 
sourdough probably being the most popular. So have a go at making 
Hot Cross Buns, they really are delicious.  

 
Hot Cross Buns 

Ingredients - for the dough 
500g strong white flour 
1 tsp dried yeast 
1 tsp salt 
40g caster sugar 
250ml milk 
60g softened butter 
2 med eggs 
                   - for the fruit mix 
250g mixed dried fruit 
3tsp mixed spice 
Large mug strong, hot tea (Earl Grey perhaps) 

- for the crosses 
75g plain flour and 5 tbsp water 

- for the glaze 
2 tbsp honey mixed with 2 tsp hot water 
What to do 
1. Mix all the dough ingredients to make a soft but not too sticky mixture. Knead for 15 
mins. (Alternatively put all the dough ingredients in a food mixer with a dough hook and mix 
slowly for about 4 minutes). Leave the dough to double in size. 
2.Meanwhile soak the dried fruit in the tea. 
3. Lightly oil a baking tray. Drain the fruit really well and knead it into the dough making sure 
it is well distributed. 
4. Divide into 12 buns, shape into rounds and arrange well-spaced on the baking tray.  Cover 
and prove until double in size. 
5.Put the oven on at 200°C.  Make the crosses by adding the water a tbsp. at a time to the 
flour. Spoon into a piping bag (or small plastic bag), cut off the corner to 5mm and pipe a 
line along each row of the buns, both ways. 

1. Bake for 12-16mins until golden. 
2. Transfer to a wire rack and brush/glaze with honey. 
Enjoy warm with butter, and freeze some for another day if you can! 

 
The tradition of Hot Cross Buns goes back many centuries and this spiced bun is eaten in 
several countries at Easter. Traditionally they are eaten on Good Friday in the UK but they 
are often eaten much earlier. The cross made of flour paste, represents the crucifixion of 
Jesus and the spices inside signify the spices used to embalm Christ after his death. 
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What is Probate? An explanation by Rachel Saunders from FSM Solicitors. 

Finding yourself as the Executor of a loved one’s Estate can be a daunting prospect. Understanding 
the jargon and knowing what to do and when can cause a great deal of worry. 
People often use the term “Probate” to describe the process of administering the Estate of a person 
who has died. This includes identifying the value of their assets and liabilities as at their date of 
death then finally distributing the Estate between the beneficiaries. 
A Grant of Probate is an Order issued by the Court, and it confirms the authority given in the Will to 
the Executors, so they can distribute deceased person’s Estate in accordance with their wishes. A 
Grant of Probate may not be required if the Estate is small, or if the assets are held in joint names 
and will be passed to the joint owner via the right of survivorship. 
 
What is the Executor’s role?  The role of an Executor is to adhere to the terms of the Will, including 
obtaining a Grant of Probate if necessary. The Executor named in the Will may be a friend or relative 
of the deceased. A Solicitor can also be instructed to act as an Executor. 
 
What should I do first? Following a death there is no immediate urgency to apply for a Grant of 
Probate. The first steps are to register the death, ensure that the house and contents are secure, and 
that the home insurance providers are aware that the person has died, and they will continue to 
provide cover.  You must also locate the Will and make the funeral arrangements. Wills are usually 
read in private. Formal Will readings (such as those portrayed on television), rarely ever happen. 
Beneficiaries are usually notified by the Executors in writing or verbally. 
 
Who will pay for the funeral or Inheritance Tax?  If the deceased’s bank account holds sufficient 
funds, then the bank will usually release monies before the Grant of Probate is issued for the payment 
of the funeral and any Inheritance Tax.  
 
What happens if there is no Will? If there is no Will, the Estate will be distributed amongst the 
deceased’s relatives according to the Intestacy Rules. As the deceased person will not have appointed 
an Executor, the Estate must be dealt with by an Administrator – most often it is a relative entitled 
under the Intestacy. If anyone is likely to challenge the distribution of the deceased’s Estate, then it is 
sensible to involve a Solicitor at the outset. 
 
How long will it all take and what costs are involved? The timescale of winding up an Estate can vary. 
In straightforward cases it can be finalised in a few weeks or months, in more complex cases it can 
take a year, or longer.  
 
It is necessary to use a Solicitor? No, you are not required to use a Solicitor. In many cases you will 
not need a Grant of Probate if the Estate is small or simple to administer. However, if the Estate is 
large, has foreign property, multiple properties, or investments or if there is going to be Inheritance 
Tax, you should take advice. An Executor (whether professionally experienced, or not) takes on the 
liability for administering the Estate and a mistake could cost the Executor personally, even if they 
have not inherited anything themselves. The costs of taking legal advice will be met by the Estate, and 
not the Executor personally.   

Rachel Saunders lives locally and has extensive experience 
in dealing with Estates, Wills and Powers of Attorney. For a 
confidential and informal discussion about this without 
obligation, please call Rachel at Forrester Sylvester 
Mackett Solicitors on 01793 522688 or email 
rachelsaunders@fsmsolicitors.co.uk.   
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Blunsdon Cricket legends answers: - 

1. Croydon. 2. Chandler. 3. Harrison. 4. Fisher. 5. Smith. 6. Vincent. 7. Bull. 8. 
Lancaster. 9. Aubrey. 10. Shoulder. 11. Butler. 12. Winter. 13. Tupman. 14. Botham 

 
Brainteaser answers: –  
 
1. 042 is the answer to the padlock.  
Rule out all of 738 numbers 
Therefore 380 – only 0 is correct but in the wrong place 
206 – two digits correct but in the wrong place – therefore 0 is not in the centre slot 
(or as 
above in the right) so can only be in the left. 
614 – one digit right but in the wrong place – can’t be 6 as this is where the 0 will go 
therefore, must be 1 or 4 
206 – two digits right – know 6 is wrong therefore 2 and 0 correct. 
682 - one digit is right and in the right place – know 6 and 8 are wrong therefore 2 is 
right and in the right place 
Therefore, if the left is 0 and the right is 2 the centre will be a 4 – can’t be a 1 as the 
1 is in the wrong place. 
 
2. Take the goat over 

Return 
Take the wolf or cabbage over 
Return with the goat  
Take the cabbage or wolf over 
Return 
Take goat over 
Or  
Farmer takes goat, returns – takes wolf, returns with goat, goes back with 
cabbage, returns alone and picks up the goat to take back across. 

 
3. Back rub 

All thumbs 
Two left feet 
Big fish in a little pond 
All in a day’s work 
Long-time no see “c” 
Tennis shoes (ten issues) 
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Warning of Bogus Police Officers Attempting to Defraud 
Members of The Public 
We are warning people living in our county to be alert to phone calls that we 
believe are attempts to scam people out of money. 
 
Last week, we received several reports of residents, primarily living in Swindon, 
receiving phone calls from men posing as police officers and requesting bank details 
and money. 
 
The ‘officer’ is reported as saying that they have arrested a young male, who is a relative 
of the person being called, and they have been caught with a large amount of cash on 
them. 
 
Other similar scams are where a bogus officer will call a person saying there is a warrant 
for their arrest due to non-payment of fines; they then offer the person the opportunity to 
pay there and then.  In some calls, a bogus officer will outline that they need the help of 
a person to uncover a fraud plot, and will tell them they need to move cash. 
 
Conversations have moved on to credit cards and money, often with the scammer 
suggesting that a courier could come and collect them from the victim.   
 
These are just a few examples of how criminals will pose as bogus officials to try and 
steal money from an unsuspecting victim.   
 
Please be assured that police officers (and banks) will never cold call residents in this 
way and ask for card details.  Police officers will not ask you to pay fines over the phone, 
and will not ask you to transfer money or cards.  If you receive a call of this nature hang 
up immediately. 
 
Please could we ask that you talk to your elderly relatives or neighbours so they are 
aware of this scam and if you think they have fallen victim, please call us immediately on 
101.  Alternatively call Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040.  They also have a useful website 
with tips on how to spot and avoid fraudsters:  www.actionfraud.police.uk  
 
If you have any information that could help with enquiries into these particular scams, 
please call 101.  Always call 999 in an emergency.  
 
 
 








