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Blunsdon Village Shop 
(serving the community of Blunsdon)

There are a lot of new residents in Blunsdon who may not have found our shop yet, 
so here is a reminder of our opening times:

Monday – Friday   07:00 – 17:00
Saturday    08:00 – 16:00
Sunday      08:00 – 12:00

Sorry we are not 24 hours for that you need Asda! However, we do sell newspapers, 
magazines, milk, dairy products, bread, cakes, sweets, frozen foods, stamps, 
batteries and general groceries.

As a Community shop we rely heavily on our lovely volunteers and we are always in 
need of more.

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 

Can you spare a couple of hours a week on a regular 
basis – or even occasionally?  

Our shop needs some more friendly, smiley 
volunteers to help keep it running smoothly. 

Especially during the holiday season. 

 Why not work in the shop, get to know others in 
your neighbourhood. You could work with a friend. 

Training always given. 

Great job satisfaction! 

Email  with 
your name and contact number or pop into the shop 
and leave number with a volunteer/staff member. 
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

http://www.blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk 

Parish Council 

Councillor Paul Morris has resigned from the Council. We thank him for his work on behalf 
of the Parish and understand his wish to represent the area in which he lives, Tadpole 
Garden Village in St Andrew’s Parish.   There are now two vacancies on the Council that will 
be filled by co-option at our meeting on June 17th. 

Neighbourhood Plan   

Thank you to those of you who attended the open sessions and submitted your comments 
and suggestions on the draft Neighbourhood Plan. The completed forms received are being 
analysed by the Team and, where appropriate, the plan will be modified accordingly.  
If you have not yet sent in a completed form it is not too late, the consultation period runs 
until 15th June.       

Annual Parish Assembly 2019  

This meeting, required by law, was held on Monday 29th April in the village hall. As has 
unfortunately become the norm in recent years only a very few residents attended to hear 
reports from Police Inspector Andy Bridge on police activities in the area, followed by 
reports from the Parish Council on their actions in the last year and their plans for the next. 

Planning  

S/OUT/17/1821 - The Kingsdown development. This outline application is still under 
consideration and negotiation by the Borough Council, although the development was 
approved in principal in 2016.   

S/OUT/19/0467 – is an application to build 80 houses on land south of The Cold Harbour 
and Broadbush and east of Turnpike. We have opposed this opportunistic application for a 
large number of reasons. 

We are grateful to a landowner who has offered us the opportunity to create an open space 
as a gateway to the village from the south-west. The area is larger than a football pitch and 
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we would welcome suggestions from residents as to how it should be used – parkland open 
space, sports pitch, children’s play area, etc?  Please advise your ideas to Tracey Judd at 

 or 705617.

Speed Watch     
No results to report this month as the camera has not been available to our team. 

Litter Picking  
Our sincere thanks to those residents and organisations who volunteered to litter pick in the 
village (and particularly to those who organised the exercise!)  Two exercises have been 
conducted so far and more volunteers would be welcome, so look out for notice of the next 
exercise and join in if you can.  

Best Kept Village     
A reminder that any day now the village will be being judged by the CPRE and compared 
with other villages of similar size in Wiltshire, so let’s all make a big effort to improve the 
appearance of our gardens and the area around wherever we live.  

Misuse of litter bins      
Please note that litter bins are provided and serviced by the Parish for the disposal of casual 
litter only, not household waste that should be put into black bins for collection by the 
Borough. 

Village Fete in 2020   
It is our intention to rejuvenate the holding of an annual village fete, starting next year. We 
do not want to hold an event planned and organised by the Parish Council only and to that 
end we would like to establish a group/committee of residents and local organisations, 
together with representatives of the Council, to start planning the event for next year. If you 
as an individual, or representing an organisation, would like to become a member of that 
committee then please advise Tracey Judd at 705617, or at 
contact@blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk  and the Council will organise an initial meeting, after 
which the committee will take over.   We have funding available to assist with holding this 
event. 

Keeping paths clear  
We remind you that if your land is bordered by a footpath or public right of way it is your 
responsibility to ensure that any hedges or bushes growing on your land are not causing 
obstruction to users of those paths.  

Cllr. Stuart Boyd 
22nd May 



5 
 
 

 

               Blunsdon WI 
 
Speaker: Our speaker in May was Christopher Penny who gave us a very interesting talk about 
Silbury Hill, which is the tallest prehistoric man-made mound in Europe and is in close reach 
of us within the nearby Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites UNESCO World Heritage 
Site.  It is 39.3 metres/129 feet high and as such is the tallest prehistoric man-made mound in 
Europe and one of the largest in the world, being similar in size to some of the smaller 
Egyptian pyramids.  We also had a lively discussion about this year’s national resolutions, 
namely ‘A call against the decline in local bus services’ and ‘Don’t fear the smear’.  In both 
cases we voted for the resolution.   
At our next meeting on the 18th June, Simon Tucker will be giving us a talk entitled ‘Wildlife in 
your Garden’.      
 
Supper: Suze and Viv provided this month’s supper, as usual a tasty selection of cakes which 
we enjoyed over a cuppa as we caught up with each other’s comings and goings from the past 
month.  
 
Activities: One of our members went to the Wyvern Theatre at the end of April to see Aljaz 
and Janette dancing in a show entitled ‘Remembering the Movies’ which she described as 
brilliant.  Several members participated in the ‘Pudding Quiz’ in the village hall which was 
good fun and helped to raise money for the church.   
 
Also a few members visited the MS & Neuro Therapy Centre in West Swindon as we have 
done some fundraising for them and wished to have a look round.  This is a charity and self-
help group that offers support and therapies to people of all ages who have Multiple Sclerosis 
and other neurological conditions and is the only such centre within a 35 mile radius of 
Swindon.  The aim is to keep people as physically independent as possible, for as long as 
possible.  They provide Oxygen Therapy, Physiotherapy, Yoga, Pilates, exercise and gym 
facilities, dietary advice and other therapies as well as a place for members to meet and relax.  
It’s a wonderful facility providing an essential service. 
 
Book club: Our current book is ‘The Key’ by Kathryn Hughes and we’ll be meeting at a 
member’s home one evening (instead of an afternoon) to discuss this – over wine and nibbles 
instead of tea and cakes for a change!  
 
We are a diverse group of ladies and we welcome new members to add to this wonderful 
melting pot of life experience.  We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the Methodist 
Hall at 7:30 pm, so why not come along and join us.  As you can see it’s not all jam and 
Jerusalem, just some time out.   
For more information please contact Anna on tel: 706392 or check out our website: 
www.blunsdonwi.co.uk 
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At the vicar’s desk …….  
 
Thy Kingdom Come 
 
Such a familiar phrase from the Lord’s Prayer - how many times have we all prayed 
for God’s Kingdom to come? At the moment we may have in mind issues in our own 
country: Brexit, knife crime, families having to use food banks. Perhaps it is issues 
closer to home with medical worries, for cancer treatment advances to put an end to 
such a cruel disease, or the wider world with poverty and climate change. 
This is the third year that the Archbishops of Canterbury and York have called us to 
pray for those issues close to our own heart between May 30th and June 9th, in an 
initiative ‘Thy Kingdom Come’. Why those dates? On 30th May we celebrate Jesus’ 
ascension into heaven after his earthly ministry was completed, where he is ‘at the 
right hand of God interceding for us’ and the 9th June is Pentecost, the day the Holy 
Spirit of Jesus was ‘poured out’ to the church enabling us to continue Jesus’ work on 
earth. 
This initiative is surely a real challenge for all of us to pray with more focus and 
energy during those eleven days, both in terms of people coming to faith and for the 
restoration of God’s Kingdom here on earth. We will leave some prayer cards at the 
back of Church if you would find this helpful.    
 
Rev Geoff Sowden 
 
 

Thank you! 
St Leonard’s Church PCC would like to express their heartfelt thanks to 

those who have kindly made donations or set up standing orders 
towards the upkeep of the village church. 

This is following our article in the magazine or you may have had a note 
through your door. 

As I am sure you are aware, there are always jobs to be done whether it 
be replacing the ridge tiles or having remedial works done on the 

electrics. With your help we can keep our 13th century – yes, parts of it 
are really this old - for the future. 
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News from the Pews…………   
 
Well we've just wrapped up our umpteenth Book Sale!  
 
This began back in the day- so long ago now that I don't know the exact date. 
Perhaps someone will be able to remind me. ' what do you think of a coffee morning, 
and selling a few books?' was the original question- lets go for it, my response. So, 
from a few ' tomes ', religiously returned to the car and taken home by our esteemed 
treasurer and his wife. The monthly sale had begun.  
 
How many books have we sold and how many people have crossed the threshold? 
Too many to keep track of is the answer. Over the years it has grown; with a 
selection of homemade, mouth-watering cake to enjoy or take home for later (yes 
that does happen!) and a cup of very good coffee- it is now on the map. 

Please look out for our special events, raffles etc - of which we donate a sum to 
charity. So, from small beginnings: the brain child of Janet and Mike Wildsmith, it has 
stood the test of time: Janet's loss and Mike moving away has not deterred our 
enthusiasm, and helps to renew our faith and friendships in her memory. 
Jane Ockwell  
 
                                     
St. Leonard’s Church Services June 2019 
                                                                                                                                          
Sunday 2nd June             Easter 7                     
                                  10 am   Parish Communion    Rev. Geoff Sowden 
Sunday 9th June             Pentecost 
                                   8 am    Holy Communion      Rev. Geoff Sowden 
                                  10 am   Family Worship         Mrs. Jane Ockwell 
Sunday 16th June            Trinity Sunday 
                                   10 am   Family Communion   Rev. Lyn Sapwell                                      
Sunday 23rd June            Trinity 1 
                                   10 am    Family Worship         Mrs. Kathryn Dack 
Wednesday 26th June   10 am   Holy Communion   Rev. Geoff Sowden     
Sunday 30th June             Trinity 2 
                                    10 am    Morning Prayer   Mrs. Kathryn Dack & 
                                                                               Mr. Paul Morris 
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Notes from the Editor 
 
If you have a forthcoming event that you would like to share please send to 
blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com   
 
The magazine is run by local volunteers from the village. All your ideas, comments 
and contributions will always be welcome.  
 
EDITOR:  Please email all items for the magazine to blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com 
Arlene tel. 01793 727306 
ADVERTS: To place an advert in the magazine, please contact Penny on 01793 
722073  
 
This month’s front cover photo shows the Champions of Swindon and District 
League Division One - BLUNSDON Football Club. Well done to all the players, 
supporters and all those involved in helping the team achieve this success.  
 
 
Your July Magazine will be delivered from: 29th June 
 
Please note deadline for items for inclusion:   
Magazine issue  Deadline for inclusion 
July  19th June 
August 24th July 
September 21st August 
October 25th September 

 
 
 
VILLAGE DIARY June 
 
In addition to the magazine, Tracey Judd holds a village diary.  When you are 
thinking of a date for your event please contact her on 705617 (office hours) to 
ensure that planned events do not clash. 
 
1st Saturday of every month 11.30-12.30pm Councillors’ Surgery in Village Hall 
 
3rd and 17th June 7.30pm Parish Council meets in Village Hall 
 
13th June 7.30pm Blunsdon Garden Club meets in Village Hall 
 
15th June 10-12pm Book Sale at St Leonard’s Church 
 
18th June 7.30 pm Blunsdon WI in the Methodist Hall 
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ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH 
 

Vicar Highworth PiC Blunsdon.  Rev Geoff Sowden 765554 
   
Licensed Lay Minister     Mrs Kathryn Dack     700727 
Licensed Lay Minister     Mr Paul Morris          734598 
Churchwardens:    Mrs Jane Ockwell       724374 
Treasurer:                Mrs Lucy Sturgess 
 
Services:  
Holy Communion:     8am 2nd Sunday 
Family Communion:  10am 1st and 3rd Sundays 
All-age Worship:        10am 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Morning Prayer (Common Worship) 10am 5th Sunday 
This is the normal pattern, but please see elsewhere in this magazine for variations. 
 
 
 

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH    
 
 

Clergy:  Rev Sally Robertson 
Phone:                07588 594410  Email    revd.sally.robertson@nschurch.org.uk 
Website   www.nschurch.org.uk              Churchwardens:  currently vacant 
1st Sunday 10am     Children’s Service 
  6.30pm   Holy Communion (BCP) 
2nd Sunday 10am      Morning Worship (with unstaffed Creche) 
3rd Sunday 10am     Holy Communion (with Sunday School) 
  6.30pm   Evening Prayer (BCP) 
4th Sunday      10am       Holy Communion (with Sunday School) 
5th Sunday      10am       Holy Communion (with Sunday School) 
Service at Tadpole Farm CE Primary Academy, Greene Street,  
Tadpole Garden Village SN25 2QS 
2nd Sunday 4pm All age Worship  
 
 
 
 

BLUNSDON SURGERY   
36 Berton Close, Blunsdon, SN26 7BE  
Tel 01793 721254                        

 Doctor              Doctor times  Reception 
Monday       Duty Doctor      3.10pm-4.40pm          3.00pm-6.15pm 
Tuesday      Dr J Bestwick    9.00am-10.40am         8.45am-12.15pm 
Wednesday   Dr S Stacey     4.00pm-7.10pm           3.00pm-7.15pm 
Thursday     Dr L Lodwick     9.00am-10.40am         8.45am-12.15pm 
Friday        Dr C Devine      9.00am-10.40am         8.45am-12.15pm  
  
EMERGENCIES – Tel. 01793 762218 (Outside surgery hours) 
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A message from Wilts Police 

 
Dear residents, 
 
We have some useful advice for you.  
If you should ever find yourself in an emergency and you need our help, but 
the situation you are in means you are unable to ask for the police - always 
remember the number 55.  
 
This is how it works: 
* Dial 999 
* Listen to the instructions from the operator 
* Respond by coughing or tapping the handset 
* If prompted, press 55 so we know it is a genuine emergency and your call will 
be put through to the police. 
 
This doesn't automatically mean we are able to trace your location and further 
information may be required. Call handlers will try to communicate with yes or 
no questions where possible. 
 
This information could be really useful to many people, including those in 
abusive relationships who are trying to escape. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Message Sent By Katie Bond (Police, Media Officer, Wiltshire) 
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 BLUNSDON CRICKET CLUB 

Blunsdon opened the new cricket season with three wins out of three to 
claim second place, just one point behind leaders Trowbridge in Wiltshire 
Cricket League Division 6. 

 Blunsdon beat Winsley by 11 runs with a Kevin Aubrey like all round 
performance of 47 runs and five wickets for Dean Tomlin. 

 Blunsdon defeated Royal Wootton Bassett by 6 wickets thanks to a 
majestic 85 not out from Shaun Dodson. 

 Blunsdon completed the hat-trick of wins by beating Beckington by 37 
runs, with James Hackett just missing out on his own hat-trick and 
Louis Harrison making his debut to follow in the footsteps of his 
father, Robbie and Granddad, Owen, both Blunsdon cricketing 
legends. 

 

Upcoming Saturday fixtures, 1 p.m. start 

1st June Swindon Nalgo   away 

8th June Malmesbury   home 

15th June Heytesbury & Sutton Veny away 

22nd June Wilcot    home 

29th June  Burbage & Easton Royal away 

 

 

 
 

Books, Biscuits, Coffee & Company! 

Saturday 15th June 10 am - 12 noon 

St Leonard’s Church 

                                 Book bargains at 50p each! 
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  BLUNSDON VILLAGE GARDEN CLUB 
 
 
 
The Committee are very happy to announce that this year’s Plant Sale, held as 
planned in the village hall, was well attended despite the overcast sky and threat 
of rain (which didn’t come to much in the end – just when we need it!).   

We were positively overwhelmed by the plant contributions and sincere thanks to 
all those involved in the setting up, selling (and giving advice if requested) and in 
the dismantling and clearing up afterwards.   

Special thanks also to the catering and washing up team led by Lyn.  Those bacon 
baps are still a speciality! 

The annual outing on 11th July this year to Blenheim Palace is now open to non-
members who would like to be included.   Just to remind you, the coach will leave 
at around 8.45 am and the price, which includes the fare, morning coffee on 
arrival, a buffet lunch and a tour of the house and gardens, is £45 per person for 
non-members. The departure time for the return journey is 4.30 pm, to arrive 
back in Blunsdon at approximately 5.30 pm, depending on traffic. If interested, 
please telephone Sue on 01793 721432 or myself on the number below. 

The guest speaker for Thursday, 13th June is Caroline Sheldrick whose talk is 
entitled “Flowers in Healing”. 

Maybe some of the newer residents in the village would like to join us on the 13th 
June?  You will be made very welcome!  Our meetings commence at 7.30 pm every 
second Thursday of the month in the smaller Village Hall and the annual 
membership is £10.00 per person, or £2.00 at the door for non-members. 

Brenda Boyd 
Tel: 01793 725928 
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Try your hand at the Word Search below to get you in the 
mood for the long, sunny days ahead this month. (Well, we 
can wish) 
There are 14 flavours of ice cream hidden – downwards, 
upwards, diagonally and across.   Can you find them?  

 
L F G H E N R E I L M E T H L 0 P M E P 
E M N I R B A N A N A S D E T R I X S I 
D B W G C D S J D F T C I A U H S E R U 
U A E F E V N M U E I M E W T E T G U N 
P E S T R A W B E R R Y O Q T K A D M C 
R F A Y B S K T A S L E N M I O C P R B 
L M F C Y F O G P A Q N P L F Y H E A Z 
Q I B P A R Z L E F R F R O R Q I F I T 
A N P H E R F T B C T V E P U C O J S O 
T T I Y G D A J S R L T A H T E P D I C 
U B C J D L R M K A N R F N T Y G O N A 
N U X S O C H P E G W E H C I D N Z R K 
O W A C U O Z U X L I N O K U L E H D E 
C B O V S X L B W T B E D P G E L P S M 
O H J I R A S P B E R R Y F O B K A J V 
C X W Q E N V E G M O C R L A L M N T F 
M V O T H M X G N P J F P M H X I R E P 
E B X H O N E Y C O M B U G E P S T W L 
L P U A T R U K T L N T O R I F L D A S 
A S R P E Q S C O F F E E S R Q W M O N 

 

BANANA                               STRAWBERRY                             MINT                                     CARAMEL 

CHOCOLATE                         RASPBERRY                                HONEYCOMB                       COFFEE 

NEOPOLITAN                       VANILLA                                      TUTTI FRUTTI                        

RUM RAISIN                         PISTACHIO                                  COCONUT  
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LIVE AN ENRICHED & INDEPENDENT LIFE  
 






