




News from St Leonard’s CE Primary Academy 

The Children, Staff and Governors would like to wish you all a happy and 
healthy New Year. 
Each term the School highlights a Christian Value which is emphasized in 
Assemblies and throughout the daily life of the school. The value for this term is 

The Children are taught that basic to Christian faith is the claim that God is 
always present in every situation. This belief has led to great acts of courage that have 
included facing danger and opposition, overcoming fear, making a stand for what is right 
and encouraging others to persevere. Through prayer, people have found the strength 
to help them to be courageous.  
 

the Christmas Trail. Various scenes were set up in the church to tell the Christmas 
story. We would like to thank all the helpers for all their support in setting up the trail. 
Class 5 led the classes around the trail this year and they did a fantastic job.  
 
On Weds 28th November, Class 6 went on a trip to Butser Ancient Farm in 
Waterlooville. “First of all, we went to the gift shop and explored the amazing 
artefacts and ancient gifts. Next we went into a replica of an Anglo Saxon house. In 
the middle was a fire and surro
made jewellery and constructed fences using wattling. Finally, we carried out an 
archaeological excavation. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the trip”!  Thank you Ellie for 
contributing to this article. 
 

School has been successful in bidding for some trees from the 
Woodland Trust. Saplings will arrive in the Spring to be planted by 

fun to watch the trees flourish and grow?  
        
Messy Church: The School will be hosting Messy Church in the Pod on the second 
Wednesday of each month. This is a family activity session hosted by the Methodist 

and food and lasts from 3.30 to 5.30pm.  Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
The next sessions are 13th February and 13th March. All are welcome to attend, whether 

 
 
Occasionally School receives complaints from residents who live close to the school 
about inconsiderate parking by parents and carers. We would like to reassure all our 
neighbours that we frequently appeal to the families who are dropping off and picking 
up their children to be respectful and considerate and to ensure that safety is 
paramount for everyone.  



As we move through 2019 the nights slowly draw out and bulbs 
So, a good time to walk, enjoy your 

 

Our village shop is run by a small number of staff and many 
So, in 2019 why not resolve 

to buy certain 
newspapers and magazines (if it is not on the shelf we can order 
these for you), bacon and local eggs for your weekend 
breakfast, delicious bread and homemade cakes, stamps and 

  

Whichever you choose, have a happy 2019 and of course we look 
f  

 

 













CONGRATULATIONS TO JILL BURGESS FOR WINNING THE QUIZ
95/95! A £10 shop voucher! If you'd like to know the answers please go 
onto Facebook and the Broadcast Blunsdon page.

                                          







In January, Andrea Hawker, of Dressability, came to tell us about 
the work of the charity, which adapts clothing for people with 
physical disabilities, or limited mobility, meaning that clients are 

able to have their clothes adapted, making it possible for them to maintain their 
dignity, and a degree of independence.

We were shown a football shirt that had been adapted to include an invisible zip in 
the sleeve, shirts with self sealing magnets in place of buttonholes, a jacket adapted 
for a wheelchair user, and other examples.

Our next meeting, at 7.30pm on 19 February in the Methodist Hall, will be our AGM, 
which will be followed by a quiz.

Our programme for 2019 will be available soon - look out for this in a future 
magazine!

Upper Thames and Ridgeway National Trust     
Association 

Monday 11th February 2019:  “Thomas Hardy - Wessex Man”.  
The Speakers/Performers are Vera Hughes and David Weller, 

Chester House Productions. To be held at the Baptist Church, Chesterton Lane, 
Cirencester, GL7 1YE, at 2:30pm. 
£3 members, £4 visitors including Tea/Coffee and Biscuits. 
Details:



Advent and Christmas at St Leonards

What a busy couple of months we've had and forgive me if I miss anything out! 

We enjoyed our annual Christingle service at the beginning of December, the school 
had previously had a lesson on its meaning and construction.

St Leonards Academy visited us for a Posada Trail next, this shows the journey of 
the Nativity - sometimes it's good to act these things out to give it more meaning to 
the youngsters. We provided this to the Pre-school, and we were pleased to 
entertain 18 of our youngest members of the learning community.

Straw does spread!! And hopefully the good news of our Saviours birth.

Due to the close proximity of all the services there were quick changes to the 
different ambience. A special choir was formed and rehearsals booked, thanks to 
Hilary Gibbin and Alison Porter. (look out for the next offering!)

A fully charged Carol service where we were joined by the school choir, followed by 
the usual mince pies and mulled wine - to get into the real spirit of Christmas. 
Thanks to those volunteers that read: it takes some bottle getting up in front of a full 
church, especially if it's your first time, well done (you know who you are !!)

Joey, the donkey - took a rather slow walk to join us briefly before the crib service. (
we would have had a few disappointed children if he'd not shown up !) thanks to 
Nicki and family for making this happen .

This service encompassed the final ' Live Advent ' window and I think we did it 
justice. Lucy you inspired us to think out of the box, thank you.

Midnight and Christmas Day saw a number of visitors from Blunsdon House Hotel, 
along with familiar faces. It made for a great ending to our celebrations.

A big thanks to all involved not least our clergy, lay and volunteer staff.

If you missed out or want to know how you can get involved this year, look for details 
in this magazine. Happy New Year

Jane Ockwell, Churchwarden



  

 
- Thank you to all who bought tickets and came along to Christmas Crafties. It

was another great night. Thank you, also, to everyone who donated raffle 
prizes. We raised £662.00 for Brighter Futures. The next Christmas Crafties 
will be Wednesday 4thDecember 2019 – SAVE THAT DATE!

- Thank you to Sue Gravell for instigating the project, and to her skilled helpers 
for making individual wooden candle holders for use at St Leonard’s Church 
Carol Service this year. Much admired by all!

 

A huge thank you to everyone who got involved with the Scout 
Christmas post and helped us raise over £500 for our Scout Group.  
We sold over 2,500 stamps and nearly 1,500 Christmas cards were 
delivered in and around Blunsdon by our Beavers, Cubs, Scouts 
and parents.  Special thanks to Maggie and her team at the village 

shop for selling stamps, and to Jennie Rivers, our super-sorter.

Steve Iles, Group Scout Leader, 07885 188079, iles.swindon@tiscali.co.uk



Did you make a New Year’s resolution this year? If you did then statistics show that
by the time you read this Magazine more than 80% of you will have already given up.
How disappointing is that?
The chances also diminish by age, 40% of people in their 20s report that they
achieve their resolution every year, while only 16% of over 50s say they stick with it.
Don’t despair, there is one resolution we can all stick to, take some time out and
read your Blunsdon Village Magazine, it’s not too much effort and you can find out all
what’s happening in the village.
Please remember if you have something to share, a forthcoming event, a favourite 
recipe, poem or a helpful gardening tip to share then please send to 
blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com

PS have a look at Blunsdon FC results (see page 15)– what a great run, well done to 
all involved. 

March

Please note deadline for items for inclusion: 
Magazine issue Deadline for inclusion
March 20th February
April 20th March
May 17th April

The magazine is run by local volunteers from the village. All your ideas, comments 
and contributions will always be welcome. 
EDITOR:  Please email all items for the magazine to blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com
Arlene tel. 01793 727306
ADVERTS: To place an advert in the magazine, please contact Penny on 01793 
722073 

In addition to the magazine, holds a village diary.  When you are 
thinking of a date for your event please contact her on (office hours) to 
ensure that planned events do not clash.

1st Saturday of every month 11.30-12.30pm Councillors’ Surgery in Village Hall
4th and 18th February at 7.30pm Parish Council meets in Village Hall
14th February at 7.30pm Blunsdon Garden Club meets in Village Hall
19th February at 7.30 pm in the Methodist Hall, Blunsdon WI AGM 

This month's front cover photo was taken in the garden of a house on 
Turnpike Road, very apt, as Valentine's Day is in February!



 

 
 

BLUNSDON SURGERY  36 Berton Close, Blunsdon, SN26 7BE Tel 01793 721254                        
 Doctor              Doctor times      Reception 
Monday      Dr S Stacey/Dr J Frost                          
                                   -         -  

-  -  
Wednesday   -  pm- pm 

-   -  
Friday        Duty Doctor      -  -  
  

–   
 



 

 

First of all, somewhat belatedly, HAPPY NEW YEAR everyone!   

th January was Ross Sheppard, who 
gave a presentation on the fundamentals of foraging in the open countryside 
(obviously not at the sides of busy roads!) and the necessity of ensuring that 
what you are picking is what you believe it to be.  He even shared a few recipes 
and was obviously completely committed to getting the word out to possible 
converts through his Archaic Revival Venture; he answered the ma
questions for some time following the talk.  He works as a Ranger at Stanton 
Park and from time to time does guided walks for the public so if this is of 
interest to you, keep an eye on the Notice Boards at the park.    

The guest speaker on 14th February is Mervyn Read whose talk is billed as 
“Photographic presentations with Horticulture in mind”. 

The list of speakers for 2019 is included on  page 16 so do have a look and see if 
you would like to come along to the monthly meetings in the Village Hall.  These 
normally commence at 7.30 p.m. every second Thursday of the month; annual 
membership is £10.00 per person, or £2.00 at the door for non-members.  
Maybe some of the newer residents in the village would like to think about 
joining us?  You will be made very welcome! 

Brenda Boyd Tel: 01793 725928 







Being a resident in a care home can bring huge 
challenges for older people, not just because of 
the move from their own familiar surroundings 
but because they may also be struggling with 

volunteer befrienders, have made a real difference to the lives of older people 
in long term care. 

After becoming established in Salisbury and Chippenham the charity launched in 
Swindon a year ago. Working together with local care homes our volunteers 
enhance the compassionate care that residents receive. 

Tina was the first volunteer to start visiting residents in a local care home and 
says of her experience, ‘I chose to volunteer with Care Home Volunteers after 
seeing an advert asking for volunteers.  I met Jeni, their Swindon Volunteer Co-
ordinator, who explained to me in detail the support I would be given to enable 
me to go into a care home environment. I work in care, but even if you are new 
to the care home environment the training Care Home Volunteers provides is 
comprehensive and not at all daunting.  

Feeling that you have made a difference to another persons' day is very 
rewarding. Some people only need five minutes of your time to make a huge 
difference to them. When you see their joy at having someone spend time with 
them it is very fulfilling. 

If you enjoy meeting people, from all walks of life and can spend some time, 
listening, talking and reminiscing with older people then Care Home Volunteers is 

 

Just one year after the charity was launched in Swindon Care Home 
Volunteers work has been recognised by Caring UK with a National Award as 

 

Care Home Volunteers continues to look for more caring, friendly and 
compassionate volunteers, like Tina, to support individual residents, by providing 
social contact and friendship. We would love to hear from people who are 
interested in a new and fulfilling volunteering opportunity. No previous 
experience is necessary and even if volunteers only have a small amount of time 
to spare, it makes all the difference.   

For further information please contact Jeni Burchell, Swindon Volunteer Co-
ordinator on 07922 507848 or email  



Beware the stamp duty trap on a granny annexe 

Cold weather and risks of snow and ice often have us concerned about our elderly 
relatives. One way to keep them safe is to keep them close and buying a property with a 

t some buyers in the dark about what the tax 
implications of buying a property containing a granny annexe (or any type of secondary 
dwelling) might be. 

Ordinarily, if the home you buy is your only property, or is replacing your main dwelling, 
 charges would apply. When the new rules came into play in 2016, a 

granny annexe was seen as an additional property, therefore throwing the whole 

this was not fair, and made amendments to the Finance Act on 15 September 2016. 

Amended Finance Act 

The amendment introduced a new test which applies to cases where two or more 
dwellings are being purchased in a single transaction – including properties with a 
granny annexe. 

The 3%  

At least two-thirds of the overall price is attributed to the main dwelling  

The secondary dwelling (or granny annexe) forms part of the same building as 
the main dwelling OR is within the grounds of the main dwelling. 

The reality is that the secondary dwelling can be used for anything, as there are no 
rules about how it is occupied, or around how you can sell or dispose of it. You could, for 
example, choose to rent it privately rather than have a family member live in it.  

dwellings, or have any other residential property questions please contact Ayisha 
Hussain from the residential property department at Forrester Sylvester Mackett 

 








