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Grant Carpentry & Contruction Ltd

We specialise in all construction.
* loft conversions 7 i -
* garage conversions : "N T .
new build hoi’fses and extensmn,s
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We specialise in installation of
sto S?IO woodburner stoves and flue liners.
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001793 435067

Pigeon House Lane, Stratton 5t Margaret
Swindon SN3 4QH

co.uk

AbaCLIS A Professional
Cleaning Carpet & Upholstery

Cleaning Company

SEN":ES you can count on!

ON SITE CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING.
CARPET AND FABRIC PROTECTION TREATMENTS.
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE CARPET AND
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING INDUSTRY.
LOCALLY BASED, PROVIDING PERSONAL AND
INDIVIDUAL SERVICE.

A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL CARPET
CLEANERS ASSOCIATION
(MEMBER NO. 1399)

Yours Carpets & Upholstery deserve the best
care possible

To arrange a free, no obligation quotation
please ring:

SWINDON (01793) 421802
www.abacuscleaningservices.co.uk

Bond Builders
Fencing & Patio Services

Fencing - Gates - Patios - Sheds
01793 824272 o 07725 979494

bondbuilders@yahoo.co.uk facebook.com/BondBuilders

(01793) 264 851
07866 940 732

sbtreesurgery.co.uk

Tree Felling & Dismantling.
Pollarding & Removal.

Hedge Reduction & Trimming.
Stump Grinding. Site Clearance.

v Insured v Qualified




Community Shop Happy April! Finally, after what’s felt like a long winter at times, Spring
—BLUNSDON-— feels like it’s in the air...

We'd like to start this month’s update by thanking a couple of people:

e The first thank you is to the Highworth and District Lions for their £600 donation —
we’ve used it to service our café equipment, to ensure we’re always offering the
highest quality service. We really appreciate your ongoing support.

e The second is to the Parish Council for installing a new dog waste bin in the car park,
ensuring the one outside the shop can remain for litter only.

We’ve also recently celebrated our first anniversary since opening the new shop and café —
can you believe a whole year has passed since our fantastic launch event and so much has
happened during that time! On the day we shared some cupcakes with a few of our first
customers through the door, as well as decorating with a number 1 balloon and bunting to
mark the occasion. Check out our social media for the pictures.

From Monday 1 April, we’ll be increasing some prices in the café to cover the costs of the
minimum wage increases. Compared with another large coffee retailer’s March 2024 pricing,
we’re still between 60p and 90p cheaper depending on the drink, plus by sticking with us,
you’re continuing to support a small business and feel part of our wonderful community.
We’re also running a promotion during April — if you spend a total of £10 or more in the
shop (excluding café, cigarettes, alcohol and crafters products) you can get a hot drink on us.
In terms of upcoming events, our next wine tasting, hosted by our supplier Oxford Wine, is
taking place on Thurs 18" April at 7pm. Tickets are £25 and shareholders get 5% discount on
any wine purchased on the night. If you're not currently a shareholder, but are interested in
becoming one, pop into the shop for a form. They’re £10 each and you can buy as many as
you’d like. As a shareholder, you’ll be invited to our annual AGM and receive regular
newsletters containing important updates about the shop/ how it’s running/ any changes
we’re planning to make.

We’re continuing our series of Tea and Talks this month with a senior representative from
local charity, Age UK Wiltshire, on Tues 23™ April. If you’ve ever been concerned about the
welfare of an older person in your family or a neighbour, they’ll be explaining how to access
support through their Information and Advice team, as well as sharing more about the
services they and other organisations offer across the County, including a daily meal service,
local social opportunities and transport options.

On Tues 14™ May, we’ll hear from local resident Bill King, who's talk is “A Walk on the
Thames Path — Part 1 — Source towards Oxford” which will be a slideshow presentation. And
in June (exact date TBC), Larry Banda will be doing a talk to coincide with the

80™ anniversary of D-Day. Alongside this, there’s our usual Knit and Natter in the café every
Thursday afternoon 2-4pm, social walking on the second and fourth Thursday of the month
and there’s also a social chess club that started in March, please contact Barry Burnstead on
01793 680675 if you're interested.

Normal Opening Hours Monday — Saturday: 8am — Spm Sunday: 8am — 4pm

Café shuts an hour before close
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Your Village Shop needs you

Additional volunteers needed to support our
current team in both the café and shop. Full
Training offered. No minimum commitment.

Contact Hazel for further details
Volunteering@blunsdoncommunityshop.co.uk
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BLUNSDON WI
'[hBWI The speaker this month was Fiona Turnbull from Lacock whose
fascinating and informative talk was on Photography: General

INSPIRING WOMEN composition and hints on taking more interesting photos. Beautiful

pictures demonstrating techniques that we shall all now apply. Don’t worry Debbie

Richardson I’'m not sure you’ve got any competition from us yet!!

It’s our annual meeting on the 16th April with an American supper and we’re looking

forward to Bernice’s famous truffles.

Our other activities this month included a trip to the rechristened ‘no drops’ at Welford Hall,

a litter pick around Blunsdon (10 bags of rubbish collected) and a stint on the Lent Lunches.

Coming up a visit to the National needlework archive in Newbury, a guided tour of

Highworth, a visit to a very local vineyard and of course theatre visits.

The next book club book up for discussion is Mr Rosenblum Dreams in English by Natasha

Solomons.

The National WI have launched a home hub making many talks and courses accessible from

home via zoom. Most are free for all WI members. There is something there for most

interests. https://learninghub.thewi.org.uk

Blunsdon Wl is a busy active group that always welcomes new members. We meet the third

Tuesday of the month in the Blunsdon Village small hall on the High Street starting at

7.30pm

For more information, please contact Anna on te:706392 or check out our website:

www.blunsdonwi.co.uk
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Parish Council News — April 2024
The year is slipping by so fast — April now with Easter holidays looming, but Spring is here.
As you can see below the planning application for the modernisation of the Pavilion has
been granted permission. We will now work with Blunsdon Football and Cricket Clubs to see
where we can get funding to help with the costs.

The very popular Fish and Chip van that visits the Village each month on a Thursday in Linley
Road will be moving to the car park behind the Village Shop. This is because work will be
beginning soon on the refurbishment of the green spaces and the tennis courts.

Parish Councillors Jim Tayler and Martin Nash have been working hard to keep the Parish in
good repair. They have re-aligned the fence around the Allotments at Minerva Heights and
put up a protective fence next to the Village Shop.

With Rachel Smith finally retiring at the end of March, your new contact for bookings etc
will be our new Responsible Finance Officer who is Debbie Braiden
debbieblunsdon@gmail.com

A very kind resident has erected a fence across the unsafe gap
from the Hayfield parkland on to Sams Lane, where near misses
have been reported as people have used this gap.

The Parish Council have agreed that an ‘In Post’ collection locker
system can be erected at the front of the Village Shop for very
convenient collection of packages and parcels.

In 2024 the UK will commemorate the
80th anniversary of the Normandy
Landings on 6 June 1944 with a series of
major commemorations and events across the UK and in France.
Also known as D-Day, the historic operation saw the Allied Forces
mount a large-scale invasion of Nazi-occupied France that ultimately
tipped the course of the Second World War in the Allies’ favour.

The D-Day landings of 6 June 1944 was the largest seaborne invasion in history. Along with
the associated airborne operations, it marked the beginning of the liberation of France and
western Europe.

We thought we might show a film in the Large Hall at the Village Hall, from 5 pm, with an
intermission for the famous Cream Teas in a Box and then join the rest of the Nation by
lighting a commemorative beacon at 9:15 pm on 6" June 2024.

Planning Applications: S/HOU/24/0152 Erection of single storey side and rear extensions. 1
Ermin Street Blunsdon — PC supported
$/24/0149 Erection of 1 no. dwelling. Land At 15 Malthouse Close Blunsdon — PC objected

on several planning considerations




Planning Decisions: S/23/1354 Erection of single storey side and front extensions to existing
sports Pavilion, siting of 2no steel storage containers, and external access path. Sports
Pavilion Blunsdon Recreation Ground Sutton Park Blunsdon — Application Granted

Speedwatch and Police Monitoring

Here are the most recent Speedwatch figures from our dedicated Speedwatch team and
where their stats demonstrate there is a ‘hot spot’ we can see that the Police are following
up and taking ‘instant’ action with offenders on the spot. So, watch out and think road
safety please. If you want to help our team, please just let us know. Thank you — there is full
training and support.

Date Location  Vehicles Speeding %  Speed mph Speed Limit  Start Finish
08/02/2023 Broadbush 185 2 1% 39 30 15:30 16:00  The Shrubbery
15/02/2024 Lady Lane 338 7 2% 52 30 1525 16225 cycle Track
19/02/2024 Broadbush 238 6 3% 46 30 15:20 16:20  The Shrubbery
20/02/2024 High St 182 1 6% 29 20 1530 16:30  Heart in Hand
24/02/2024 Tadpole Lane 183 7 4% 45 30 10:00 11:00  Telephone Box
26/02/2024 High St 77 10 13% 30 20 1530 16:30  Heartin Hand
27/02/2024 Ermin St 244 7 7% 48 30 15:00 16:00  Minerva Heights
28/02/2024 Sams Lane 126 13 10% 32 20 08:00  09:00  sams Lane/High St
07/03/2024 Broadbush 285 1 0% 39 30 14:00 15:00  The Shrubbery

From Wiltshire Police...

Speed enforcement session carried out 26t February at Minerva and 4 vehicles have been
issued with notices of intended prosecution for excessive speeding.

The roads monitored are 30MPH and the fastest vehicle was captured at 44 MPH
Depending on previous convictions and history

3 Drivers will be offered a speed awareness course.

1 Drives will face £100 fine and get 3 Points.

Speed enforcement session carried out on 27" February at Minerva Heights Junction and 6
vehicles have been issued with notices of intended prosecution for excessive speeding.
The roads monitored are 30 MPH and the fastest vehicle was captured at 40 MPH
Depending on previous convictions and history

6 Drivers will be offered a speed awareness course.

Proceedings will now be undertaken to ensure the most appropriate outcome for the
offenders takes place, which includes checking for MOT, Insurance & Point Totters.
Captured footage will be analysed for other offences like seat belts and mobile phone use.

Parish Council Meetings — The next two Parish Council meetings will be on Monday 8% and
Monday 22" April 2024, at 19:30 in the Village Hall. If you want to come along, please let us
know, details are on the Parish Council, notice boards, Website in the Blog section and on
our Facebook page.

lan Jankinson — ianjankinson@blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk — 07702 684281
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LEGO CLUB ON THE FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH

Wednesdays, Blunsdon Baby and Toddler
Group 10am

Book sale every third Saturday %




FROM THE RECTOR’S DESK
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/m ﬂ St Leonard’s Church
Blunsdon
'ﬂ Connecting with Ged, each other
and our community

Easter is very early this year - celebrated right at the end of March, and as we begin the
month of April we continue with celebrating in all sorts of ways. The first day of April is
often seen as All Fools Day, and the 2nd is Autism Awareness Day. This is important to me,
as | have several people in my family who are on the autistic spectrum.

Easter at its heart is about a new start, the time of the year where we celebrate Jesus rising
from death, to bring new life to all who put their trust in him. Jesus described our new start
as being ‘born again’ or ‘born from above’ a spiritual birth. This resonates with me as a
dancer as | often say to my dancers ‘take it from the top’ meaning start again from the
beginning.

A few days ago, | celebrated my first baptism in Highworth, welcoming the lovely Evelyn
Adeline into the church family, as she begins her journey of faith celebrating a new start
with her parents and friends.

All of us at some point in our lives look back and wonder if we would have done things
differently. We wish that we could begin again. The new start promised by Jesus is not just a
dream that you wish for, but has real substance, a real hope. For every Christian it is a
reality.

Phil Goodey, Rector of Highworth and Broad Blunsdon.

Upper Thames and Ridgeway National Trust Association

All of a sudden, our organisation has come alive. Members who disappeared
National when Covid started its plague have returned and our committee room is full.
Trust Perhaps Spring will give it a try?
Of course, we also start our programme of events, visits, etc and the first is a visit to HEELIS
near the Designer Outlet on April 25" and then we go on to the White Hart at Stratton for our
lunch.
On Wednesday 9" May we set off for a visit to Owlpen Manor near Uley which, in turn, is
westwards beyond Stroud. My laptop tells me that it was there before William the Conqueror
so it’s worth visiting.
I must mention a talk by Sjoerd Vogt (yes, I have spelled it correctly) in February who
persuaded us of a link between Faringdon Folly and Tolkien’s tales. I almost believed him.

If you’re interested and would like to go here- or on any of our outings please contact Stella
Tidmarsh on 01793 782584.



Notes from the Editor

The magazine is run by volunteers from the village. All your ideas, comments and
contributions will always be welcome.

Blunsdon Village Magazine is available to read online at Blunsdon Parish Council
website: blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk

EDITOR: Please email all items for the magazine to
blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com Arlene tel. 01793 727306

ADVERTS: For advert enquiries please contact Penny on 01793 722073

Front Cover: Magnolia tree, Broadbush

Your May Magazine will be delivered from: 26" April

Magazine issue Deadline for items for inclusion
May 17t April
June 22" May

BLUNSDON SURGERY Tel 01793 721254

Phone lines are open to book appointments from 8am Tues, Thurs and Frid and
from 3pm on Mon and Weds. EMERGENCIES - Call NHS 111 (outside surgery

hours)

OPENING HOURS
Day Doctor Times Reception
Mon 3.10pm - 4.40pm 3pm-6.15pm
Tues 8.30am - 10.40am 8.45am - 12.15pm
Weds 4pm - 7.10pm 3pm - 7.15pm
Thurs 8.30am - 10.40am 8.45am - 12.15pm
Frid 8.30am - 10.40am 8.45am - 12.15pm

Thinking of Selling your

home? A
For a free market appraisa ,/’\

contact Hcmle S

25 High Street, Highworth Tel: 01793 762005

www.hanleys.co.uk




A Recipe from CookFoodFauv

It was the Hash singing on the hob and slowly forming a crisp
crust. The aroma of onions melting within, and the thought of a
delicious brunch that reminded me that it was the weekend.
The word “hash” comes from the French word “hacher” which
means to chop. Basically, a hash is a combination of chopped
meat/fish, potatoes, fried onions and herbs/spices and can be
made for any meal of the day.

The ingredients are usually fried until browned. A corned beef hash being the very
popular comfort food in America.

Firstly, here’s a recipe for a fish based one.

Smoked Salmon Hash (serves 4)

750g new potatoes, boiled until tender

1x bunch spring onions, thinly sliced

Small bunch dill, finely chopped (optional)

3tbsp capers (optional)

Zest of a lemon (optional)

2 tbsp oil

150g smoked salmon, chopped, or smoked salmon trimmings

4 eggs

Drizzle: 6tbsp soured cream (I used Greek yoghurt) and 1 tbsp Dijon mustard (I used
wholegrain)

e Lightly crush the cooked potatoes with the onions, dill, capers and lemon zest.
Season generously with black pepper.

e Fry the potato mix in the oil over a medium-high heat, stirring every few mins for
6-8min until a golden crust forms. Add the salmon, stir and cook for 5Smins.

¢ Meanwhile mix the sour cream or Greek yoghurt with the mustard.

e Poach or fry the eggs.

e Divide the hash between 4 plates, top each with an egg and drizzle with the
mustard dressing.

(I have put optional by some ingredients because I bought some reduced price smoked
salmon to use that day and didn’t have those ingredients. It still tasted delicious.)

A hash is also a great dish to use up leftovers in the fridge. Try these combinations:
e Sweet potato and streaky bacon.

Herby sausages, leeks, potatoes and eggs.

Chorizo, onion, potato and eggs.

Leftover roasted vegetables, onion, potato and herbs.

Sweet potato, chickpeas and chorizo OR
e Halloumi, spring onions, potato and paprika.

(Don't forget to cook potatoes before frying.)

Enjoy!
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Cross Street
CARS

Rail Station:

Q7232323523

Cross Street
TRAVEL

Rail Station:

017923 818324

Cross

Cross Street
USED CARS

Transfer Bridge:

@I 7:7S5F5 24888
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Transfer Bridge:

01793 524333

@ icss Slrecl
GARAGE

Iransfer Bridge:

01793 524333

@rossiSilreel
GARAGE

Old Town:
ONZ923: 5240306

Skl

GROUP

Suppliers of waste
management services

e Skip hire
= Total waste management

* Food waste collection
service

= Hazardous waste disposal

www.hills-waste.co.uk

Cheaper Than a Skip &
Twice the Capacity!

making the most of Swindon's waste @ Commercial, Home, Garden,
b Garage, Site Clearance
Clearance & Recycling

of Commercial &
Domestic Waste

® Load Assist & 24 Hour Service

T Rrecycling swinbon)

t/f: 01793 706447 m: 07737 371393
e: trrecycling@swindon.myzen.co.uk
w: www.trrecycling.co.uk

Cow o
Lorraine Green Artist

Beautiful watercolour paintings of British farm

x e ok =
animals and wildlife. & &

Original art, prints, greetings cards
and gifts inspired by the countryside.

www.lorrainegreenartist.com

Our clients benefit from the high standards
that our attention to detail and quality work-
High Class Painter manship provides.

& Decorator

Trevor Wyse
Established 3% Year

We can assist with an initial consultation and
offer our knowledge of themes, colours and

_ styles that can help transform a room or a
complete house

Wallpaper Specialist - Coving
Painting - Tiling

Careful attention to our client’s requirements
has helped us to boast a broad selection of
customers that we are proud to work with on
a regular basis

Living
with pain
or injury?
We can help.

We have extensive
experience treating...
= Sciatica

+ Shoulder pain

+ Sports injuries

« Back and neck pain

+ Rehabilitation after surgery
+ Ergonomic/work injuries

Locatedin

Blunsdon House Hotel {5}
PARNELLHARPER

www.parnellharper.com INJURY CLINIC
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REMOVE GARDEN TE

SMALLORLARGEJOBS

CONTACT BAZ

bazzaqﬁo@gmail;c’:—:bm
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CHATWIN

PLUMBING & HEATING

Boller Breakdowns
Boiler Services
Boler Installations
Batfiroom Renovations

Callus on 07825912979

Blunsdon based Gas Safe
Registered Engineer

Local, friendly & reliable
Domestic Plumbing Service

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL g
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE )

Landscaping Bathrooms
Paving Kitchens
Groundworks Plumbing
Driveways Ramps
Demolition Fencing

Digger & Driver Hire ': .
DISABLED ACCESS & CONVERSION SPECIALIST g
16 Ermin Street, Blunsdon
07980 740835  suinion.sasean

Experienced Tradesmen With Good Reputation

Suppliers of concrete
and aggregates

* Ready-mixed concrete
and floor screed loads
from 0.5m?

» Sand, stone, limestone, gravel

= Decorative aggregates

01793 714999 BNl g Ao RI]

Hearing loss certainly leads to isolation, but it
also leads to loss of self-esteem and
depression.

Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessment
Discrete Digital Hearing Aids

Dr David J Reed BA MSc MBA AuD RHAD

Call: 01793 692815 * Text: 07585 525993

reeds@reedsear.co.uk * www.reedsear.co.uk

Amnigilda, 4 Raglan Close, Lawn, Swindon. SN3 1JR

REEDS HEARING CARELTD

GM 4 ELECTRICAL

DOMESTIC ELECTRICIAN
POWER POINTS
EXTERNAL SOCKETS
GARDEN ROOMS
SECURITY LIGHTING
NO JOB TOO SMALL !
07900 243116

www.gm4electrical.com
info@gm4electrical.com

% CHELWORTH NURS

Unit 6 Blakehill Business Park - Chelworth - Cricklade SNﬁ

LJ..

Open 6 DAYS 10am - Spm, Sunday 10 - 4pm (closed Mon
Herbaceous plants, Climbers & Shrubs,

Fothergill Seed stockists, Peat, Compost and Grow Bagsy
Bark Chipping's, Calor Gas stockists.

Tel: 07946347233




The Chatterbox Praise Be!

Recently, I was one of a handful of entrants chosen for giving a particularly good
contribution to a themed competition. There was no outright winner and no prize involved
but mine was chosen as one of the six best entries. Winning anything is a rarity for me and |
was absolutely thrilled to bits! That was until I looked closer and saw that my entry had been
credited to somebody else. I wondered if I’d be making too much of a fuss if I asked for the
mistake to be put right? In the grand scheme of things, with all the difficulties currently
going on in the world, I know this small oversight pales into insignificance. Personal
tragedies, global atrocities, heartbreaking news constantly bombards us. Something positive,
however small, helps lighten what can very dark times.

In fairness to the person whose name appeared under my entry, they did speak up and say it
wasn’t their piece of work and the mistake was eventually rectified.

It did make me think, however, why this small thing mattered to me at all and quite a few
things came to mind. I think most of us find receiving compliments quite an awkward
experience. We’re not really used to being given the attention or having our efforts
recognised so pointedly. “Oh, it was nothing,” is our usual response when we are praised,
along with a casual shrug of the shoulders or dismissive flick of the hand. We tend to
undermine ourselves and trivialise what we have achieved. Compliments seem to embarrass
us and even the most heroic acts are played down with, “Anyone else would have done the
same”. Probably not, but we are modest and humble when the spotlight shines on us. What
if we never receive praise or thanks for our efforts, though? Well, then we feel overlooked,
taken for granted and that our efforts aren’t good enough or worthy of praise. It’s a bit of a
tight rope.

Receiving an award, a compliment or a “thank you” should never be brushed aside in my
humble opinion. If our children receive good marks or an award in a sport or a school test,
we celebrate, encourage them and let them know how proud we are! Why should it be any
different as an adult? In work situations, criticism is often given all too freely but thanks for
a job well-done is often much slower to be bestowed. To get recognition sometimes requires
us to go above and beyond expectations but one mistake, sadly, gets a much quicker reaction.
Praise really does seem much harder to achieve. I’m not suggesting we wear neon flashing
signs indicating our Best in Show prize or becoming so full of ourselves that we can’t get our
heads through the door, but I do feel we should allow ourselves to take that compliment, hear
those words of praise, and receive that award without the need to add, “Really, it was
nothing”. It really WAS something; it was noticed, and you should feel mighty proud of
yourself!

Moments where our actions, efforts and endeavors are noted and appreciated are precious.
And if the right name isn’t on the award, then ask nicely for it to sorted. We all need a bit of
praise and likewise, if you see a chance to give it, do so. It really could make somebody’s
day a whole lot brighter.



Blunsdon Village Garden Club

The March meeting went well and once again Rebecca
gave us a very entertaining and informative talk, this
time about Wild Flowers in the garden.

Next month's meeting is on the 11™ April when the speaker, Oliver O'Dell,
will be explaining the principles of Aquaponics, the process of growing plants
in water only and using the nutrients from fish waste. It uses no chemicals
or fertilisers and 95% less water than mainstream horticulture. The site is
based in Longcot nr Faringdon. The talk will be followed, in May, with an
evening visit to the site.

It promises to be entertaining so why don't you come along to the village hall
on the 11™ April, 7.30 pm and see for yourself. Entry cost is £3 per person.
All are welcome.

Brenda Boyd 01793 725928

. FOOD FOR THOUGHT.
Outside Catering

Mobile fish & chip van will be at Blunsdon, Blunt Rise,

Thursday 4th and Thursday 18th April, Thursday 2" May

If you would like a copy of our menu, please

email grahamrowcliffe58@outlook.com or

WhatsApp 07515288414 pre orders welcome
by WhatsApp or text 07515 288414.
PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW LOCATION !!l
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BLUNSDON FOOTBALL CLUB

\,\\\:\Sl)()\ FC

First XI — seventh (out of 16) Wiltshire Premier Division
Recent Results

Salisbury Dev won2 -0

Larkhall Athletic lost 2 - 4

Mid table obscurity beckons for Blunsdon First XI, but with a busy April and matches against
high flying Amesbury & Pewsey Vale, we could still have a big say in the league title race, as
we did last year when scuppering the hopes of Devizes Town.

The end of season excitement is being dished up by the Franklin Murray’s Ressies. We
have the points and are currently top, but Ramsbury have many games in hand and could pip
us to the title.

A heavy media presence will be at Sutton Park on Saturday 6 April for the visit of The Rams
and the crunch clash, however, there will still be three other league matches to follow, where
wins will also be vital.

Two of the leading goal scorers, Lee Toomey and Chester Dolisznyi, have both seen red in
recent matches and miss games as a result. Discipline and calm nerves could be key to
ensuring a first Blunsdon reserve team league title in living memory.

Reserves — 1st (out of 11) Swindon & District League One
Recent Results

Moredon — won 4 - 0

Purton — drew 0 — 0

Lower Stratton —won 5 — 0

April fixtures
Date First XI - 3 pm Reserves — 2.30 pm
6th Shrivenham (away) Ramsbury (home)
13 Melksham Town (home)
16" Tuesday Kingsdown (away) 7 pm Drunken Masters (home)
6.15 pm
201 Amesbury Town (home) Spectrum (away)
23rd Tuesday Wroughton (home) 6.15 pm Stratton Juniors (home)
27th Ludgershall Sports (home)
30" Tuesday Pewsey Vale (away) 6.15 pm

Come and support the Amber & Black at The Theatre of Trees, Sutton Park and
beyond.
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Reading with Wine

Hello and happy Spring to you all!

| hope you all enjoyed some fabulous weather-based books in March; it
would be nice now if the weather could catch up and realise it is supposed
to be Spring, a little bit more blue sky would be nice! | have read a good few books based in sunnier
climates and it’s made me crave some sunshine. Hopefully, we might see some brighter days when
the clocks change, which leads me perfectly to this month’s prompt; time. There are some great
books out there that play with the parameters of time so you can be as creative as you want with
this one- from frozen in time in Narnia with C.S. Lewis to as literal as A Brief History of Time from
Stephen Hawking.

My first recommendation is ‘The Time Traveler’s Wife’ by Audrey Niffeneger. Henry has a rare
genetic order, called Chrono Impairment which means that he travels through time without choice.
He meets Clare and they fall into complicated life of love. The story is told using alternating first
person so you are always aware which character you are with at which time. We move with them
between time periods, notably with Clare from the age of 6 to her 80’s; this changing perspective
means you really know her as a character. The storyline is a blend between science fiction, historical
awareness and romance so it really does cover a span of genres. It is a beautiful story where the
phrase right person, wrong time takes on a whole new meaning. There is also a film adaption staring
Eric Bana and Rachel McAdams, a TV series and recently a musical version at the Appollo
Theatre...I'll always argue that books are better, but this one does really work in any medium. It’s
clever, asks questions and somehow manages to be both heartwarming and heartbreaking at the
same time.

My second recommendation this month is ‘What Might have Been’ from Holly Miller. It’s a back-
and-forth story with Sliding Doors vibes. We see two versions of Lucy’s life based on one small
decision to walk out of her job and not look back. Whilst there are similarities, there are a lot of
differences which poses questions about life, our choices, and the timings of them; is the rest of our
time governed by one or multiple decisions. | met the author and she said that she tried not to have
a favourite outcome...I definitely did! | won’t spoil it here because | don’t want to give anything away
but let me know on Instagram @reading_with_wine whether you are a Stay or Go fan!

As for the wine, I’'m going to recommend the Piccini Memoro range- literally translated as memories
and what else is time for, than to make memories. This range comes in Bianco, Rosato, and both a
modern Rosso and a reserve Chianti. Their blends have been perfected over time by the Piccini
family back in 1882 and only 7 hectares of land; today the fourth generation own four estates. They
bring together the four distinct regions of Italy to represent the country as a whole. Morrisons
currently have the Bianco, Rosato and Rosso on offer for 3 for £18; well worth it for a wine that
tastes of luxury, and bottles that make a lovely gift too. Whether you prefer the crisp and fresh
Bianco or a full berry glass of Rosato to the deep cherry and fig flavours of the Rosso, there really is
an option for all....at any time!

As always, read as much as you like but please drink responsibly,
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Coming soon to a village near you !
Blunsdon Open Gardens is back

Saturday 22nd & Sunday 23rd June 2029

Open Gardens
Breakfast and afternoon teas
Scarecrow Trail

Expressions of interest welcome to
Judy drjudy_robbins_62@hotmail.com for the gardens,
and Lucy csturgess@btinternet.com for the scarecrows.
Please fill in the form below and send it to us,

I’d love to open my garden!

Name & Address:

Which days would you like to open your garden? 22 / 23/ Both?

Mobile Number:
Do you WhatsApp?

Email:

Access to your garden is via...

Are there any hazards?

Is there restricted access for prams, buggies or wheelchairs?

Don’t forget to enter a Scarecrow too!

Please return completed form to 6 The Ridge, or take a photo and email / WhatsApp to:
Judy Robbins, 07962 318087, drjudy_robbins_62@hotmail.com

13



BLUNSDON CRICKET CLUB

2024 Season Awaits

What does Mr Average, The Finisher and The Welsh Wizard have in
common?

That’s right. They are Blunsdon Cricket Clubs equivalent to The
Gladiators and these and other gladiatorial giants are making a return to the emerald
pastures of Wiltshire in May.

They have serious designs on improving on last season’s fourth place finish in Wiltshire
Cricket League Division 6.

The winter indoor team, ably led by Jules “never out” Steele-Davis, cemented their place in
Division Two, after first flirting with promotion and then dangling with relegation.

If you fancy playing for your village team, the club welcomes everyone who enjoys the sights
of wafting willow, the smell of the shiny red leather nugget, or the sound of rain bouncing
off their bucket hats.

Just contact Guy on 07753 446614, or come along to our opening match at Sutton Park,
where play begins at 1 p.m. on Saturday 4™ May.

Supermarine Bowls Club Open day

Supermarine Bowls Club 'The Friendly Bowls Club' can trace its origins back to 1947
under the name of Vickers Sports & Social Club. Our name changed to
Supermarine in 1985 when the Club moved to its present home in South Marston.
The Clubhouse and the Green is owned and maintained by members and we take a
great deal of pride on our social ambiance and everyone is made to feel welcomed.

We are holding an Open day on 12t May 2024 where we will be offering free
coaching sessions, practice sessions, target competition and the opportunity to
watch existing members play in our inaugural Mr & Mrs Supermarine doubles trophy.

During the day tea and coffee, homemade cakes and bacon & sausage baps will be
available. We will also have beer supplied by Cotswold Lakes Brewco.
More information is available on the website www.supermarinebowlsclub.co.uk

If you are unable to make the Open day, we welcome new members to join us on
Friday evenings throughout the summer from 6pm. No need to book, just turn up,
bowls are available but please wear flat shoes.
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CREATE and CONNECT

FIRST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH
10:00-11:30 AM

Blunsdon Community Shop and Cafe
Unit 1 Blunt Rise
Broad Blunsdon
SN26 7DA

From drawing and painting to knitting
and crafting, this is a chance for adults
of any ability to create in a social setting.
Bring along your projects.

OCREATE * CONNEOLT

s 2  Social Walking from % .,
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Blunsdon Community Shop

Every 2nd and 4th Thursday
of the month at 10:00am

Any queries, please message
Alex on 07554 811779

N
W a\\'\e‘s
a\\Na\Js ** Apologies for the misprint in the

Gome previous Village Magazine... 2nd and Community Shop & Café

4th Thursdays, not 1st and 3rd! ** — BLUNSDON —
;uum&”"’“"’""”’ﬂ# J
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Down Memory Lane

The Magazine Committee recently spent a very enjoyable and interesting evening looking
through back copies of the Magazine that were kindly donated by Mr Peter Street, son of
the late Mrs Inelka Street, High St whose collection it was. The Magazines are from 1975
onwards and offer an excellent insight into Blunsdon life almost 50 years ago. Watch out for
snippets appearing in future Magazines! Much has changed, but as we discovered there are
some things that remain a constant. We discovered that 4 of our current advertisers have
been faithfully supporting us since 1975 and probably much earlier. Thank you to them!
They are as follows and their adverts from 1979 are below: -

*Hilliers, Funeral
Directors,

Currently run by
Rebecca Hillier,
following in the
footsteps of her
father and
grandfather

7 Lechlade Rd,
Highworth, SN6 7HF

*Andy Compton
previously his father
M D Compton,
Plumbing and
Heating Engineers

1 Beech Lea,
Blunsdon

*Blunsdon House
Hotel and Leisure
Centre

the Clifford family
started by Peter and
Zan Clifford.
Address: Blunsdon
House Hotel

*AE Smith and Son
Funeral directors

27 Newburgh Place,
Highworth, SN6 7DN
and

4 Covingham
Square, Swindon,
SN3 5AA
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T: 01793 329898

Swindon | Avebury | Bourton V07737 505043

We run classes for all standards of swimmers from 4 to 12 years old at
our venues in Swindon, Avebury and Bourton.

We follow the Swim England Learn to Swim and Reward Programme
Stages 1-7including Distance Awards. This progressive, structured
approach means that we can build on children's progress to teach
strokes and develop their all round water skills and confidence.

We have been successfully teaching 4-12 year olds for over 15 years
and have a wealth of experience of supporting children with different
needs and swimming backgrounds including learning and physical
disabilities.

SwimEngland
| www.swimstars.org.uk

33 yrs. Experience in Hairdressing.
with this voucher

20% off Cut, Colour& Blow-dry

H OU S E O F 10% off Cut& Blow-dry

Call Sue on 01793-532711
469 Ferndale Rd, Swindon,SN21DF

Joico Stockist
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Wiltshire and Swindon

Villages and rural areas not immune to threat of child
exploitation

| was astonished to learn recently that those criminal gangs who groom and
exploit children and young people to carry out criminal activities on their behalf
are now using virtual rewards to take advantage of them.

This takes the form of credit in online video games, so no longer must parents
only be on the lookout for new trainers, designer clothes and expensive
technology if they’re worried their child is being exploited, but also online
enticements such as avatars and virtual currency.

Children and young people are especially vulnerable to being exploited by
criminal gangs because of their age and the harm caused to themselves, their
families and their communities can be devastating with violent incidents often
escalating.

That’s why my office has backed the ‘Check Your Children’ campaign developed
by Owen’s World, a charity set up by family and friends following the death of
Owen Dunn who was fatally stabbed in Swindon in December 2022.

Owen was carrying a knife at the time of the stabbing, and now his family are
asking parents and guardians to look out for any signs that their children may be
involved in knife or gang crime.

We’ve developed a video to explain the signs of exploitation, the reality of serious
violence in Wiltshire and where they can seek further guidance and advice if
they’re concerned.

We often think of drug and knife crime happening in our city and bigger towns,
but our villages and more rural areas are not immune from the threat of county
lines and serious violence, and sadly nor are the children and young people that
live there.

So, my plea to parents, guardians, grandparents, and other caregivers, please
‘Check your Children’ don’t shy away from asking the difficult questions of your
children and seeking support from schools, police, Crimestoppers and the
NSPCC if you need it.

To watch the video and find out more on how to keep your children safe
visit https://bit.ly/checkyourchildren
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ANDY COMPTON

Plambing & Hcating Services

Instalation of heating systems,
bathroom suites, showers etc

Boller servicing and repairs undertaken

T: 01793721290 =
M: 07785 984033 Ao_ ,RCUESTER

acomptonplumbing .couk Accredited installer

Cricklade School of Motoring

KEITH WALKER

Established 1977 (over 2000 passes) Dept. of Transport Approved
Holder of MSA Diploma in Defence Driving
M.I.A.M M.ROSPA (class 1 Gold) Member of DIA
Holder of Diploma in Driving Instruction
Holder of ROSPA Diploma in Advanced Instruction (Class 1 Gold|)
Member of Motor Schools Association of Great Britain
Theory Course and Pass Plus Registered
Learner Advanced Motorway and Refresher courses
CRB Checked and Registered
Driving Lessons are provided in Cricklade, Wootton Bassett,
Cirencester, Purton and Swindon areas.
Call today on 01793 709883 /| 07748 557171
www.crickladeschoolofmotoring.co.uk

Inside Out Services

Local family business

Our service offers top quality help in your home and garden.
House cleaning, interior painting, DIY jobs, grass cutting, weeding, digging,
pruning and general tidying. Also general repairs, including shed, fence and

external painting. No job too small.

Fully Insured - Excellent references

Contact Richard on 01793 725091 or 07443951066
E-mail: insideoutservices100@ gmail.com

i
Forrester Sylvester Maclett

SOLICITORS

incorporating Andrews Martin Salicitors
We have moved, we have merged

On 1st October 2022 Forrester Sylvester Mackett LLP (FSM
Solicitors) merged with Andrews Martin Solicitors.

6 Little London Court, Albert Street, Old Town, Swindon SN1 3HY
T:01793 522688 E: enquiries@fsmsolicitors.co.uk

Unattended Attended
Funerals Funerals

[

£995 £2,320

A. E. Smith & Son
Quesns Drive, Swindon SN3 1AW
01793 522023
G. & L. Evans
27 Newburgh Place, i Covingham Square,
Highworth SNe 7DN SwindonSN3TAA
01793 765128 01793 526999

FUNERAL WISHES

Ourlocal experts

DIGNITY

L= =
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/ \"J. Hairdressing
We are now able to offer more
hairdressing appointments, alternatively
just ‘pop-in'as we may be able to

accommodate you

01793 762 929

35 High St., Highworth, SN6 7HL

OFFERING QUALITY ASSISTANCE IN YOUR
MV‘V Uy w HOME WITH A SELECTION OF SERVICES
INCLUDING:

CALL OUR FRIENDLY .
TEAM + HOURLY CARE » MOTHER'S HELP

o LIVE-IN CARE  +» CLEANING SERVICES

01285 339050 | ourucipa  « HOME CHEF & MEAL

COMPANIONSHIP  PREPARATION
WWW.THEHELPGROUP.CO.UK

ANDREWS

QUALITY MEATS

HIGHWORTH 01793 762085
MARLBOROUGH 01672 519915

www.andrewsqualitymeatsltd.co.uk




V ] ll ] Family Run and Independent
L l le r Bereavement Support Service

24 hour Service Everyday

Compassionate, Professional Service
Competitive Prices with Free No Obligation Quote

Your local family funeral director since 1923

7 Lechlade Road, Highworth SN6 7HF

Blunsdon Community Shop and Cafe
Opening hours

Monday - Saturday: 8am to 5pm
Sunday: 8am to 4pm

Cafe shuts an hour before close

01793 700915
Instagram: @blunsdoncommunityshop
Facebook: Blunsdon Community Shop

www.blunsdoncommunityshop.co.uk

Community Shop & Café

—BLUNSDON-

Celebrating over 20 years of service to the village

Highworth, Swindon SN 7,
Website. www.swindonmemorials.co.uk

PC Doctor Dan (Cricklade)
Tel: 01793 759192 Mob: 07890 377517

Home and Business
Computing Services

20 years IT experience (@Intel Corporation
www.pcdoctor-dan.co.uk

s
WP‘Ga[dens & Landscapes

— Contact us for a quote. -

~ wpgardens.co.uk 07783 643319
— info@ gardens co. uR‘
dld a fabul
ardworkm\amtsklltful L

-Panc?s\fen\mng driveways; mamtenan‘ce—

ob for us. His team

-~

Yoga classes every Wednesday evening at

Blunsdon Village Hall.
Challenging,' friendly and suitable for everyone.

You will leave class relaxed and warm.

the €AaSY WwWay
to buy primt

vwwwvwwwoprintmx.co..ulk
for for vwvoursaelr...

F Well Hung Framing rﬁ:;

U by Kate Herbert L

I'm here for all your bespoke picture framing, from medals to
memorabilia, posters to prints. Please call or email to arrange a
visit to my studio in Watchfield to discuss your requirements.

07710 348 263 bykateherbert@gmail.com

( wwwwellhungframing co i
by ="

D@®MESTICY ELECTRICS

& PROPERTYWSERVICES

Your local friendly electrician.
NAPIT Fully qualified and insured.
All work guaranteed.

® 07805045254 [ info@de-ps.co.uk

Bathroorms 4.

35 years Experience Kitchens —

~ Bathroom & Kitchern renovations
*All tvpes of Wall & Floor tiling
= All tvpes of Plumbing woirlk
* Boiler Servicing & Repairs
*Central Heating Installations
* Carpentry & Joiner Work
= Plastering & Artexing S
= All work guaranteed Siaea
For a free estimate call Sean o

WVicob: O7 749 862361
Besilit wuwporr Quality & Serv;ce




