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Blunsdon East Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan) 
Referendum Date is set for Thursday May 6th 2021. 
Swindon Borough Council (SBC) is responsible for progressing the arrangements for the 
referendum of the Blunsdon East Neighbourhood Plan in line with the 6th May 2021 Council 
elections. This is of course subject to any further election postponements from the 
government.   
SBC are required to make the specified available to the public 28 days prior to the 
referendum date on the SBC website. Therefore, the documents listed below will be 
available to view on the SBC website from 22nd March – 6th May 2021. 

A draft of the Neighbourhood Plan

The Examiner’s Report

A Summary of the representations submitted to the Examiner

A Decision Statement by the Local Planning Authority

Information about Neighbourhood Planning 

The ‘Referendum Version’ of the plan, which was updated to include the examiners 
modifications, will be available to make it much clearer for you to read and understand at 
www.blunsdon.info .   

If you have no access at all to view the Blunsdon Neighbourhood Plan on line at 
www.blunsdon.info, or at  
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20019/consultations_and_surveys  there will be a hard 
copy available to ‘loan’ between 22nd March– 6th May 2021. 

Because of the current Covid rules, and because there is no longer a Parish Council office in 
the Village, we can make a copy available to loan. If you contact Tracey Judd, the Parish 
Clerk on 01793 705617 or at traceyblunsdon@gmail.com you can make an appointment to 
borrow the Plan physical copy for a short period, see details below. 

That copy will have to be returned and then sanitised afterwards and ‘quarantined’ for 72 
hours. We understand that this is not ideal, but the best we can do in the circumstances. If 
you are able to view and access the material online, please do not request a loan. Thank you 
for your understanding.  

Address Times 
Blunsdon Parish Council: 

Tracey Judd – Parish Clerk 
01793 705617  

traceyblunsdon@gmail.com 

By prior arrangement only.  
Times available for making such arrangements are; 
9 to 5 Mon/Tues/Thurs and  
9 to 12 on Fri. (closed Bank Holidays). 
Please leave a message on the answerphone if your 
call is not answered - we will get back to you. 
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Voting will take place at Blunsdon Village Hall Polling Station and SBC have said they will put 
in extra measures to make it Covid secure.  Queues will be socially distanced and there will 
be sanitiser available.  Voters should wear a face covering unless they are exempt, please 
bring your own pen or pencil and clean your hands going in and leaving the Hall. 

It is really important that you make your voice heard at the referendum on May 6 and 
remember measures are in place to help you cast your vote safely.     

Thank you – Trevor Morton-Holmes – Chair, Blunsdon East Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group. Visit: www.blunsdon.info  for more information about the Plan  

****BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION**** 
This competition is run each year by the Wiltshire section of The Campaign to Protect Rural 
England (CPRE) and villages are invited, through their Parish Councils, to enter. Entrants are 
divided into villages of small, medium, and large category, based on population, and we fall 
in the large section. There is an award for the winner in each category and then the three 
category winners are compared to select an overall winner.  

Apart from the kudos in winning there is an impact upon property values and developers 
have used “winner of Best Kept Village” in their publicity. 

Blunsdon has been successful in the past as shown by the certificates on the wall in the 
village hall and on the outside wall panel behind the hall notice board, the best result being 
in 2011 when we were awarded the “winner of winners” award for Wiltshire.  

Entries are accepted in February and March and judging is carried out, on unannounced 
dates, by members of the CPRE in May and June. 

Your Parish Council are responsible for the care of public areas which include: - 
The recreation ground and pavilion 
The village hall and car parks  
The Churchyard and the Cemetery 
The Millennium Garden 
Children’s play areas  
Grass verges 

The judges are not looking for “pretty” but rather for the care given to both public and 
private areas. This means that residents can make a large contribution by caring for their 
properties and in particular their gardens. A contribution can also be made by looking after 
the surrounding area and, in particular, by picking-up litter and using the bins provided. 

Your Parish Council will be ensuring that our grounds maintenance staff maintain their 
current high standards and we urge all our fellow residents to ensure that their properties 
and gardens are at their best in the coming spring and summer – that will also help us all get 
over the Covid gloom! 

Cllr Stuart Boyd 
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TALES of VENICE, the Guide Dog puppy f , G g p ppy
Hello from Leamington.  I bet you didn't expect to hear from me so soon but the 
trainers here are good at letting my Puppy Raisers know how I am getting on.  
I settled quickly with my new boarding family and boy am I enjoying the training.  
When I am with my visually impaired owner, I will still be allowed some time off the 
lead, free running.  I know to return when I hear 3 whistles and my puppy raisers 
could see that I had obeyed but a person with a visual impairment would not know 
and so the first training I received was how to touch the person's hand when I 
returned so they know I have obeyed the 3-whistle command.  
My trainer was impressed as I only had to be shown twice before I knew what to do.
Other times I play with other puppies who have come in for training and as you can 
see, I am enjoying being with them and playing with the new toys.

The photos show me with 
my friends (I am the one 
on the right) and having 
fun with a new toy.  
When I try on my harness 
for the first time, I will 
send you a photo.
In the meantime, keep 
safe.     
Woof, woof.

It has been fantastic to see the children return to school this 
term and adapt so easily to being back in school; enjoying 
learning as a class together, once again. 
World Book Day happened just before we returned but we 
managed to celebrate it together, at a distance! The children 
and staff dressed as book characters for their Zoom and 
Teams meetings and held story times and joined events that 

had been organised nationally. The school is also participating in the 200 Million 
Minutes Reading Challenge.
This term we will be exploring the value of Justice. Justice will always be seen in the 
context of love. It includes the call to take responsibility for one another, especially 
the poor and oppressed, and to see that no-one is excluded from the essentials of 
life.
We plan to hold an outdoor Easter Trail in school, in the last week of term in order to 
reflect on the events and the importance of this time in the church year.

Headteacher Julie Warburton
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Covid vaccination rollout  - Message from NHS Bath and North East 
Somerset, Swindon and Wiltshire Clinical Commissioning Group 
 
The vaccination rollout in Swindon has happened at tremendous speed and we have 
vaccinated significant amounts of those in the priority groups so far. Patients are being 
invited by their GP to clinics at the Steam Museum and Great Western Hospital, and 
the National Booking Service is now sending invitation letters to the over 50s to get 
booked in for their jab. 
We are aware that some people being invited by the National Booking Service will only 
be offered appointments at the pharmacy sites in Lawn and Highworth, or the large 
vaccination sites that are located out of town.  
We know that for many people, who are willing and able to travel, the distance to these 
locations is not a problem. However, we are also extremely aware that for others it is 
harder to travel. 
As we learn from experience and move through the groups being called for 
vaccination, we are working hard to plan for future capacity in and around Swindon. 
We would like to reassure everyone in the current priority groups that their GP 
practice knows many patients will prefer to be vaccinated locally, and practices are 
already in the process of contacting patients with details of how to book a local 
appointment. Any person not yet contacted will hear from their practice in the coming 
days.  

We appreciate how anxious some people are but would urge everyone to try and be 
patient, the NHS will get to everyone in due course. 

From Gill May, Director of Nursing and Quality, Bath and North East Somerset, 
Swindon and Wiltshire Clinical Commissioning Group. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
BLUNSDON SURGERY Tel 01793 721254    

                  
 

Blunsdon Surgery is now open for patients to come in by invitation only. If you 
have an appointment please ring on the bell at the front 

door. If you are collecting a prescription please ring the bell on the door down 
the side passageway.  

For any other enquiries, results or 
appointments, please call the surgery. 

EMERGENCIES – Tel. 01793 762218 (Outside surgery hours) 
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http://www.blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk 

 
PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  

 
Coronavirus and the Road Map Out of Lockdown 
So, we are on our way and while you read this most people over 50 will have received their 
1st vaccination! Below are the key planned stages of the way out of Lockdown, but vigilance 
and mask-wearing will still be a major feature. 
Changes no earlier than 29 March – Step 1 (Contd) 
Social contact - The evidence shows that it is safer for people to meet outdoors rather than 
indoors. And this is why from 29 March, when most schools start to break up for the Easter 
holidays, outdoor gatherings (including in private gardens) of either 6 people (the Rule of 6) 
or 2 households will also be allowed, making it easier for friends and families to meet 
outside. 
Business and activities - Outdoor sports facilities such as tennis and basketball courts, and 
open-air swimming pools, will also be allowed to reopen, and people will be able to take 
part in formally organised outdoor sports. (Blunsdon FC’s first return match is April 1st 
against Ashton Keynes) 
Travel - The ‘stay at home’ rule will end on 29 March but many restrictions will remain in 
place. People should continue to work from home where they can and minimise the number 
of journeys they make where possible, avoiding travel at the busiest times and routes. 
Travel abroad will continue to be prohibited, other than for a small number of permitted 
reasons. Holidays abroad will not be allowed, given it will remain important to manage the 
risk of imported variants and protect the vaccination programme. The government has 
launched a new taskforce to review global travel which will report on 12 April. 
Changes no earlier than 12 April – Step 2 
Business and activities - We will see the opening of non-essential retail; personal care 
premises such as hairdressers and nail salons; and public buildings, including libraries and 
community centres. Indoor leisure facilities such as gyms will also reopen (but only for use 
by people on their own or in household groups); as will most outdoor attractions and 
settings including outdoor hospitality venues, zoos, theme parks, and drive-in cinemas. Self-
contained accommodation such as campsites and holiday lets, where indoor facilities are 
not shared with other households, can also reopen. 
Hospitality venues will be allowed to serve people outdoors at Step 2 and there will be no 
need for customers to order a substantial meal with alcoholic drinks and no curfew, 
although customers must order, eat and drink while seated (‘table service’). Wider social 
contact rules will apply in all these settings to prevent indoor mixing between different 
households. 
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Events - While funerals can continue with up to 30 mourners, the number of people able to 
attend weddings, receptions and commemorative events such as wakes will rise to 15. 
Blunsdon Village Hall 
In line with the guidelines above we will be opening up the Hall to bookings in a Covid 
Secure way. 
Planning Applications 
S/21/0280 : Erection of a machinery and equipment store. Forked Elm Broad Bush Blunsdon 
Swindon SN26 7ES  
S/21/0352 : Erection of a single storey rear extension with balcony. The Old Post Office 87 Ermin 
Street Blunsdon  
S/20/1322 : Erection of a single dwelling, detached garage and associated works. Grove House Back 
Lane Blunsdon  
S/21/0173 : Erection of a first floor side and single storey rear extension. 3 Jupiter Close 
SN26 8AH. PC agreed to support. 
Planning Decisions 
S/20/1551: Erection of pitched roof to existing garage. | 54 Berton Close Blunsdon Swindon 
SN26 7BE. Permission Granted. 
 
Blunsdon Neighbourhood Plan 
We are getting closer to the May 6th Referendum and there is an article elsewhere in the 
Magazine explaining details about how, where and when you can review the Plan and the 
details of voting. Remember your vote counts! You can see the plan at www.blunsdon.info  
Parish Council Elections 
May 6th is also the date for this year’s PC elections. There are currently 11 Parish Councillors 
and if more than 11 people register to become PCllrs there will be elections. If you would 
like to become a Parish Councillor, please contact Tracey Judd, the Parish Clerk, at 
contact@blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk for more details. She will explain the necessary 
requirements and duties. Nominations must be submitted to Swindon Borough Council, 
before 4pm on 8th April (so if you are interested get a wriggle on!) 
Stagecoach Number 9 Bus – This service has been re-routed through Blunsdon and will be 
stopping on Ermin Street in both directions on a circuit from Tadpole Garden Village to the 
town centre (in 25 minutes) and on to Wroughton. It runs every 30 minutes. 
Blunsdon Best Kept Village Entry – As I announced last month, we have entered this 
competition and contacted as many clubs and associations as we could think of in the 
Parish, and also, all the Developers for the new estates to ask for their help or contributions 
to help us win again this year. If there is something you would like to contribute to the 
project please contact Rachel Smith on 705617 or contact@blusdonparishcouncil.co.uk to 
let her know. Thank you. 
Grassy Area by the School – Linley Road. If you would like to kick a ball about in this area, 
please can you use the grass area behind the old Tennis Courts, away from the school and 
the houses there? Even better please use the Recreation Ground which is what it is 
designed for, be kind – think of others please. 
Parish Council Meeting - The next two virtual Parish Council meetings will be on the 12th 
and 26th April 2021 at 19:30. Access details are on the Parish Council Website in the Blog 
section and on our Facebook page. – 
Ian Jankinson – ianjankinson@blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk – 07702 684281 
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There is light at the end of the tunnel! 

Well, that is what we keep hearing.  It certainly feels like things are 
moving in the right direction and to serve the Community in the best 
possible way, your shop is looking at how we may be able to go back 
to longer opening hours. 
To do this we will need to welcome back volunteers who are now 

safe and feel comfortable but who also miss that camaraderie and talking with other 
Community members.  We also have room for new volunteers from the Community who 
have an hour to spare during the day and who would like to make a contribution. You just 
need to be over 18 and be willing and a nice smile would be good. Full training will be 
provided of course and this will set you up for doing your bit in the lovely new shop and 
café. If you have an hour to spare, a volunteer that wants to return or possibly a new 
resident in the village wanting to feel part of our community drop an email to 
manager@blunsdoncommunityshop.uk and let her know you are keen/interested and she 
will do the rest. 
 
There was some excitement in the village recently when we had our very first “Wheel of 
Fortune” draw. Community Shop members and supporters were invited to view the draw on 
You Tube and we are delighted to announce that Suzanne Hunt was the lucky member 
chosen to update our thermometer outside the current shop.  As you know we are trying to 
raise £10,000 towards fitting out the new shop and café whilst at the same time 
encouraging the community as a whole to participate in the shop via shares.  The new total 
raised so far is £3460, so we are now at 34.6% of target which is fantastic but with the 
opening of the new Community shop being just under 12 months away we are going to 
need some more help.   
 

If you haven’t already popped into the shop 
and purchased shares over the counter you 
can actually do it securely on line now via the 
web site.  By the way, you can also purchase 
your engraved blocks this way too. 
 
And left, the photo shows the new building is 
close to being finished and will be made 
available to us as a shop with the potential of 
a café in the spring of 2022. 
 
 

  Over Easter the opening hours will vary from the current times:  
Current Opening Hours 
Monday – Friday:  8am – 3pm 
Saturday:    8am – 3pm 
Sunday:   8am – 12pm 
 
 

Easter Opening Hours  
Thursday 1st April 08:00 - 15:00 
Friday 2nd April 08:00 - 12:00 
Saturday 3rd April 08:00 - 12:00 
Sunday 4th April 08:00 - 12:00 
Monday 5th April 08:00 - 12:00 
Tuesday 6th April 08:00 - 15:00 
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News from the Pews…………  
As I write we are reminded that it is a year since this pandemic took hold. Although 
we get through our days there’s a surreal feeling of unreality, perhaps that’s just me! 
We look forward to Easter with the hope that new life brings. One can feel that spring 
is in the air, flowers growing, days getting longer and people out and about enjoying 
the better weather. 
What would our ancestors have made of it all? We live in such different days - I was 
reminded of the past as I cleaned up the last pew. Etched into it was BD (naughty) 
How long has it been there, where is that person and how is he/ she now? 
Rhetoric questions, I must add! We’re not going after him/ her. 
St Leonard’s was built as an overflow church, back in the days when Sunday was 
the day of rest. With nowhere else to go it was the place to meet and greet. Far from 
what is happening in the present day. 
Perhaps we in some way have forgotten the person’s that were the foundation of our 
faith here in Blunsdon. It’s not just a building - it’s a history of our village. To build on 
that please see the poem written by one of our congregation. 
Josie has been a choir member, along with helping out with our once regular Book 
Sales. She has also taken a lead role in the services that were taken at Park View 
nursing home, along with a member of the clergy. 
Have a great Easter    Jane Ockwell 
 

From the Vicar’s Desk ……………… Rev Geoff Sowden 
Hope - We were in the lift of the JR hospital in Oxford, the other couple with us were 
all smiles, a bunch of flowers and a baby in the baby carrier. Our carrier was empty, 
no one knew what to say, silence seemed to sum up the absence of hope. We were 
left waiting to step out into the world again, what was our hope? 
Here we all are, waiting to step out into the world again, where does our hope lie? 
One of the famous Biblical readings for Easter Day tells of Mary Magdalene, going to 
Jesus tomb to embalm the body, what hope did she have of even being able to get 
in? 
What she found was; 
 An empty tomb, hope for the world. The first sign of a world restored to how God 

intended it to be; no death, no suffering, no covid. 
 Meeting Jesus, hope for her and each of us. Jesus death was to make her whole 

again, the price he had paid for her and for us. Here he was risen, to be here and 
now with us in the difficulties and in the hope of each day.  

May the blessing of that Easter hope be with each of us both now and into the future. 
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Inheritance (by J. E. Morris) 
Look at this earth, each living thing 
Each tree and flower, a bird on wing 
Fine blades of grass, an April shower 
The bats that flit at twilight’s hour 
The myriad stars that fill the night 

Like diamonds gleaming, wondrous, bright 
The rivers bubbling gleefully 
The ocean’s awesome majesty 

Breathtaking views from mountain tops 
And valleys filled with waving crops 
The glorious sunset’s flaming hues 

Contrasting daylight’s shades of blue 
Across a meadow cattle lowing 

Sweet scented hay just ripe for mowing 
These precious gifts are ours to share 

Wholly entrusted to our care 
So that our children too, may treasure 

This earth which brings us so much pleasure 
 
 
 

UPDATE: THANKSGIVING SERVICE CELEBRATING BRILLIANT BLUNSDON 
 
We can now confirm that this will be held on: 
 
SUNDAY 18th JULY at 3pm   St. LEONARDS CHURCH BLUNSDON 
 
This is an opportunity to come together as a community and to give thanks for our village 
and the neighbours, friends and organisations that have supported us through the Covid 
Pandemic. 
  
The hope is that by this date it will be safe for us all to get together. 
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Notes from the Editor 
 

I hope you enjoy the two new features in this month’s Magazine which could become 
regular additions over the next year if they prove popular.  
We have Eye Spy in Blunsdon (thanks to our Magazine photographer Debra for 
helping me with this) and A Week in The Life of …. (a local person who makes a 
contribution to Village life). Thank you to Councillor Ian Selwood for “volunteering” to 
write the first story.  
If you have any ideas or indeed feedback on these new features please let me know.  
 
If you would like to submit an article for the Magazine or you have some news to 
share then please send to blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com  
  
The magazine is run by local volunteers from the village. All your ideas, comments 
and contributions will always be welcome.  
 
EDITOR:  Please email all items for the magazine to blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com 
Arlene tel. 01793 727306 
 
ADVERTS: To place an advert in the magazine, please contact Penny on 01793 
722073  
 
Blunsdon Village Magazine is available to read online at Blunsdon Parish Council 
website: blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk 
 
Front cover photo: Horse riders on Ivy Lane   
 
Your May Magazine will be delivered from: 30th April 
Deadline for items for inclusion:     
Magazine issue  Deadline  
May  21st April 
June  19th May 

 
 

Thank You 
 
Good Samaritans of Blunsdon   
My husband John recently took a tumble in the Holdcroft area and help came 
immediately in the shape of the postman, promptly followed by several people who 
went above and beyond to help him, culminating in a lift home.  
After a visit to A&E John came home safe and sound having had wounds ‘glued’. We 
want to say a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who helped. We feel privileged to live in 
this wonderful village of kindness. 
Jan & John Tremblin 
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A Week in the Life of ……………………………a Blunsdon Parish Councillor 
 

Blunsdon Parish Council is part of a network of around 9000 parish councils in England. 

We form a local link and representation for residents of the community with other 
councillors, local authorities, other organisations working within the village etc. The Parish 
Council receives money from the precept within the council tax to help run the parish office 
and maintain its responsibilities. 

Our council is made up of 11 councillors who are volunteers, and we employ a clerk, finance 
officer and maintenance team. We are made up of people from all parts of the community, 
with different aspirations and interests, which helps to represent the whole community. 

In a typical week, when we have one of our twice monthly meetings, I need to review the 
agenda, minutes and action points from the last meeting, and prepare any additional 
reports to the agenda. 

Our meetings are usually held in the village hall, but at the moment, are taking place via the 
Internet because of the pandemic. This has been a very different way of working. 

We cover a pre formed agenda, and many of our procedures and practices are set out as 
statutory requirements. Members of the public can also attend the meetings. 

Items covered in the meetings include planning applications & compliance - where our 
views are taking into account by the Borough Council, running of the village hall & 
recreation field, footpaths, grounds & cemetery maintenance, correspondence received, our 
finances, special projects, parish matters for issues that have arisen since the last meeting, 
and messages to send to residents via this magazine and our social media channels. 

We cover all of the points on the agenda collectively and vote on certain matters as 
required. 

There are sub-committees within the council that take a more detailed interest in particular 
areas such as planning applications, recreation ground, representing the council at other 
organisations etc., and we report on these areas, and do additional work outside of the 
meetings. 

I am part of the committee for grounds maintenance that helps to maintain a variety of 
public green spaces and verges around the village, that aren’t maintained by other 
authorities.  

In addition to covering this area at our meetings, during the week this may also involve 
liaising with our clerk to comment on requirements or issues that crop up, and sometimes 
visiting locations to review areas that need additional work, or projects to make changes & 
improvements. 

Recently this has involved helping to arrange some additional work in the village such as 
improving some of the mature hedgerows and the village entrance garden areas. 

In addition to the committee work there are often items to be discussed during the week 
with the chairman and other colleagues for matters that needs attention before the next 
meeting, or that need a second opinion.  
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As a Parish Councillor I take an interest in the community and become a point of 
communication for the residents, who may have concerns or suggestions for improving the 
village. 

All of our activities are stiving to maintain and improve the village for the benefit of 
everyone’s varying needs and uses of the amenities, and to operate within our financial 
budgets. 

Cllr. Ian Selwood 

 
 
 

EYE SPY in BLUNSDON 
 

For all of you who are regularly walking around the village as part of your 
exercise during lockdown, then why not test your local knowledge. Can you 
identify the image in the photo? There are no prizes for getting the correct 
answer, it’s just for fun. The answer will be in next month’s Magazine with 

another photo.   
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I don’t mean from Covid, but within your own home, family or workplace.  
Did you know that there are many types of abuse?  
Abuse is not just physical or sexual. It can be emotional, psychological, 
verbal, financial, cultural or even neglect.  
Have you heard about Safeguarding? 
You don’t have to suffer in silence; there is help out there –  
If you need some help or someone to talk to in confidence, here are a few 
ideas to consider: 

 The Local Authority have a dedicated Children’s team 01793 
466903, Out of Hours Team 01793 436699 

 And an Adult’s team 01793 463555                                         
Out of Hours team 01793 436699 

 Call 101 or 999 Police in an emergency. 
 Vicar Geoff Sowden will always listen and point you towards 

help:01793 765554 
 The diocese of Bristol has a Safeguarding Advisor                      

Adam Bond: 0117 906 0100 Mobile: 07512 145236 
adam.bond@bristoldiocese.org 
 

 Karen Jankinson: I am the trained Safeguarding Officer for St 
Leonard’s Church, although many of you will know me from various 
activities around the village. I have also completed Safeguarding 
training in the past in school and for the NSPCC as a volunteer.  
karenjankinson@hotmail.co.uk  07860 157233 
 

 As the Safeguarding Officer I ensure that all the relevant members 
of Church have up to date DBS certificates and ensure that our 
policies are reviewed and pertinent, with regular training and forum 
sessions. 

Although I am linked to Church, please don’t think 
that you have to be a church member to receive 
help. We’re all here if you need to reach out, 
whoever you are and whatever age you are.   
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BLUNSDON VILLAGE GARDEN CLUB 
At the present time it seems we are no nearer to telling when 
we will, as a club, be able to meet up again in the village hall 
as we did before the lockdown(s), so I am taking the 
opportunity to mention the fact that the village has again 

been entered into the Best Kept Village competition organised by the CPRU.   
It is something for all of us to get involved in, tidying up and/or planting in our 
front gardens, if we are lucky enough to have one of course. It has been 
frequently mentioned in the past by the judges (who come round unannounced, 
unfortunately!) that they were impressed by the efforts made by many of the 
residents in this respect, regardless of whether or not we won.  It also helps if 
you can pick up any litter that you see flying around (especially after dustbin 
collection days) during May and June. This is your village! 
The garden club, as always, take responsibility for planting the tubs in front of 
the village hall.  
Continue to stay safe!    Brenda Boyd 
 

 
BREAKING NEWS - PROPER FOOTBALL IS SET TO RETURN 

You can watch for FREE in 5D. In the flesh, with the gentle 
waft of deep heat and liniment oils in the air.  Cheer on the 
skills of a referee who can make decisions without video 
technology. Exercise your vertical positioning and visual senses 

(stand and watch). Armchairs and sofas can be provided to those not quite 
ready for the real experience. Joy at the danger of being hit in the face by a 
wild Kane Wheatley free kick. Listen to Gaffer Rosewell’s half-time motivational 
team talk that has been copied by Guardiola, Klopp, Gunnar-Solskjaer, but not 
by Sheridan. Free half time Nottacosta Coffee and Tea. Goals, GOALS and more 
GOALS – the last 0 – 0 draw was in 1996 against Aldbourne. 
When is this feast of footie action I hear Ewart Aubrey ask………? Following the 
abandonment of the league season, Blunsdon have been drawn to play in Group D 
of the Swindon & District League World Cup 
   10 April Swindon AFC home 
   17 April Paragon FC Penhill Rec 
   24 April Spectrum home 
   27 April Cricklade Town Penhill Rec, Tuesday 6.30 p.m. 
   1 May Ramsbury away 
All Saturday matches kick off at 2.30 p.m. Home games at the Stadium of Trees, Sutton Park.     

Your support is most welcome. 
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Brainteaser of the month  
With Spring very much here have a go at this topical quiz – all the questions and answers 
have a spring theme.  

1. According to the UK Met Office, on what day does spring commence?   
2. Who is the Roman goddess of spring?   
3. For Australians, in what month does spring begin?  
4. What name is given to the first day of spring when night and day are the same 

length?  
5. Who composed ‘The Four Seasons’?   
6. Who wrote the music for the ballet, ‘The Rite of Spring’?   
7. The song, ‘Younger Than Springtime’ features in which Rogers and    

Hammerstein musical?   
8.  What is the nickname of Bruce Springsteen?   
9. ‘Primavera’ or Spring is a famous painting by which artist?  
10.  What kind of animal is a springbok?   
11.  What do we in the UK call the vegetable known as scallions in the USA?   
12.  Which poet wrote these first two lines? ‘Oh to be in England, now that April’s 

there’.   
13.  What name is given to the Sunday before Easter?   
14.  Which fruit cake with two layers of marzipan is traditionally eaten at Easter?   
15.  Which Russian jewellery firm is famed for designing elaborate jewel encrusted 

eggs?   
16. Easter Island belongs to which country?   

          Answers on page 18 
 
 

An idea for a summer activity. 
A reader has asked me to suggest this idea for a summer weekend activity (post 
lockdown). She’s not able to organise the event but maybe there are others who are 
looking to arrange new community events for the village who could help with this.  
It’s a ‘Fairy Door’ hunt which could take place around the village, see the photo.  

 
It’s a lovely activity for the children (well maybe more so 
little girls and grown-up girls too!). But even the boys may 
get involved doing the woodwork?  
There would be a map similar to the Scarecrow and Advent 
Calendar hunt and if not this summer then perhaps next 
year or even next spring.  
The “fairy door” doesn’t have to be on a tree trunk, it could 
be on a wall, bricks or a box etc. 
For all those looking for new ideas for community activities 
why not give this idea a go?   
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BBLUNSDON NOTES   Blunsdon Hill (Part I)  
While I was on a walk recently making my way past “The Chase” development towards 
Blunsdon Hill, I was walking where the row of three dilapidated cottages stood that I 
remembered from my childhood. Mr and Mrs Strange of “Hollymount” over the road used 
the gardens for their chickens and their gardening tools and chicken feed were kept in the 
old dwellings.  
Pat and Elsie Strange I remember used a BMW Isetta car which used to amuse me because it 
looked like something from outer space and they were packed in it like astronauts. 
Apparently, there had been another tiny thatched cottage just below this row too but this 
went when Mr and Mrs Robson had their bungalow in the 1930s in the field just below in 
the middle of their small farm.  This of course is now on the golf course area that is about to 
be developed.  
Mrs Robson was the last person I remember to collect the annual tithes from local farmers 
and some old village properties. These went towards the upkeep of the village churches. 
When she died this ancient system and its complexities died with her.  
Opposite this bungalow entrance and on the corner of Widhill Lane stood a tiny white 
painted cottage with gothic windows and doorway. This had been the tollgate house with its 
companion one at the other end of the toll road close to Kingsdown Lane.  
Most of the old properties along Ermin Street including many on Blunsdon Hill were 
properties built on an enclosed piece of ground by the roadside claimed by an individual and 
if he could manage to start his walls, build his fireplace and boil a gammon of bacon over 
the hearth to make himself secure, he could then lay claim to that site for himself and no 
one could deprive him of that holding. 

In the 1950s Blunsdon Hill was quite 
narrow and had quite a bend near the 
top with steep banks. In the right-hand 
bank during the later widening, a deep 
band of pebble like stones were found 
in the bank which were part of the 
Roman road construction. 
Walking on past Robson’s entrance you 
came to the tiny “Yew Tree” cottage on 
the sharp bend and above it the two 
cottages that still remain now much 
extended. Next to them is the Strict 
Baptist Chapel. Opposite is a distinctive 

white house nestling into the copse. This used to be a pair of red brick Victorian cottages 
where Mrs Vincent and Mrs Hearne lived. Just above them I remember a large thatched 
house at right angles to the hill. When it was pulled down in the 1950s, they found a 
collection of George III pennies dating from the 1790s in the foundation rubble stone. 
Next time you take a walk up or down the hill, have a thought to the past and what used to 
be here.   

Blunsdon Hill – to be continued with Part 2 next month.  

Richard Radway 
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AA Recipe from CookFoodFan 
                       
Like most of the population I am looking forward to enjoying 
visits to restaurants again and someone else cooking for me!  
But while we are still thinking of different meals here is a very 
tasty but simple recipe for you to try.  
Sweet, garlicky chicken which is as good as a takeaway. 
 

 
TERIYAKI CHICKEN 
 
Ingredients  
500g chicken breast, cut into bite size pieces 
Salt and pepper 

- for the sauce 
50g light brown sugar 
50ml soy sauce 
2 tbsp rice or apple cider vinegar 
½ tsp ground ginger 
2 cloves minced garlic 
1 tbsp cornflour 

- to serve 
rice  
broccoli 
 
What to do 
 

1. Cook the rice and broccoli. 
2. Season chicken with salt and pepper and cook in a frying pan with a little oil 

stirring until cooked. 
3. In a small bowl mix together the brown sugar, soy sauce, ginger, garlic, vinegar 

and cornflour until there are no lumps. 
4. Add the sauce to the chicken and cook stirring constantly, until it thickens into a 

shiny glaze. 
5. Remove from the heat and serve immediately with rice and steamed broccoli. 

 

 
ENJOY! 
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Brainteaser answers 
 
1. March 1st   2. Flora   3. September   4. The Vernal Equinox   
5.  Vivaldi   6.  Stravinsky   7.  South Pacific   8.  The Boss    
9. Botticelli   10. An antelope   11. Spring onions   12. Robert Browning    
13. Palm Sunday   14. Simnel cake    15. Fabergé   16. Chile 
 
 

 
 






